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These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. 

(Revelation 14:4) 
 

 

 
 

During his exile on the small and lonely island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea, the 

apostle John was given by the Lord a number of visions concerning things to 

come (Rev.4:1). In one of these visions (described in Revelation 14) John caught 

sight of a large company of people on a mountain under the leadership of “the 

Lamb”. Patmos in those days was sparsely inhabited, and today its population is 

only about 3,000, but the group John saw was far more numerous. Many of John’s 

companions were prisoners who had been exiled, like him, to this remote place. 

Few of them would have agreed with the Patmos Island website comment that 

“living in Patmos is pure bliss” - but John would have understood. The presence 

of the Lord changed the character of his enforced island home and was “bliss” to 

him. The people he saw in his vision were not prisoners but were gloriously free!  
 

We are told in Revelation 14:4 that the people in this large company “follow the 

Lamb whithersoever He goeth.” This fascinating phrase is worth considering. 

Two related questions need to be asked as we ponder the significance of these 

words. First, who are these people? Then, why are they engaged in this activity of 

following the Lamb? The context, as always, provides us with the answers. 
 

The opening verse of Revelation 14 directs our attention to Mount Zion and to a 



 3 

Lamb accompanied by 144,000. Each one of the company has a name written on 

the forehead - and it is the name of the Father of the Lamb. This indicates that 

they belong to the Father and are visibly identified as being His. They are also 

described as being “redeemed from the earth” and are heard to be singing “a new 

song” (v.3). Clearly they have access into God’s presence for they are “before the 

throne” (v.3). In addition to this, they are “not defiled” and are therefore pure and 

holy individuals (v.4). It is after these facts have been revealed that we discover 

them to be following the Lamb wherever He leads.  
 

APPLYING THE TRUTH 

As mentioned already, Revelation deals with many future scenes - and these 

verses still await their fulfilment. Chapter 13 of Revelation is all about two 

“beasts” that will arise and control the world during the 

coming Great Tribulation. The believers of Revelation 14 

seen on Mount Zion are connected with this and must not 

be confused with the Church today. However, it is always 

possible to make pertinent applications from Scripture, and although these verses 

are not about us they can have relevance for us today. 
 

Consider the features that were discussed earlier. Do many of them not perfectly 

describe God’s people today? We know the identity of the Lamb. He is none other 

than our Lord Jesus Christ who died for our sins at the cross. We know His Father 

- and we know Him as “our Father” too. Through the 

work of the Lord Jesus we have been “redeemed” and 

now are the Father’s possession. The visible evidence 

that we are His is not an outward mark but the 

presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. Through the Saviour’s work at the cross 

we have been cleansed and made holy and have access to the throne. We are (or 

should be) a praising people who approach the throne to worship the Father. But 

the question remains - are we followers of the Lamb? Should we be any different 

from those described in Revelation 14?  
 

BE LIKE THEM 

We owe everything to the Lamb of God who gave His life for us. Love for Him 

should cause us to want His presence more than anything else. As His redeemed 

people, we must be prepared to follow Him faithfully wherever He may lead.    
 

            Am I a soldier of the Am I a soldier of the Am I a soldier of the Am I a soldier of the CCCCrossrossrossross    ----    A follower oA follower oA follower oA follower of the Lamb?f the Lamb?f the Lamb?f the Lamb?    
And shall I fear to own His cause, Or blush to speak His name?And shall I fear to own His cause, Or blush to speak His name?And shall I fear to own His cause, Or blush to speak His name?And shall I fear to own His cause, Or blush to speak His name?    
                                                   Isaac Watts 
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The final verses in Proverbs describe “a virtuous woman” whose worth is “far 

above rubies” (Prov.31:10). Although the writer was aware that many daughters 

had displayed virtue, he was convinced that the one he had portrayed surpassed 

them all (31:29). Weighing up all he had written he concluded,  
 

“Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth 
the Lord, she shall be praised” (Prov.31:30 KJV).   

 

This statement should make us think. There are more important things than a 

woman’s face or figure. Attractiveness can be lost - even if today’s cosmetics and 

hair dyes are outwardly effective for a number of years - but there is something 

that can outlast time. “The fear of the Lord” endures for ever (Ps.19:9): therefore 

it is better when a woman is more concerned with being godly than with looking 

pretty.   
 

Don’t misunderstand these remarks. The Bible does not encourage anyone to be 

shabby, dirty, or deliberately repulsive. Rather, it is a matter of priority. A 

Christian woman who understands the teaching of the Bible will “seek first” the 

kingdom of God (Mt.6:33) and spiritual things rather than want to impress others 

with her “image” (how she appears) in the world. She will understand that beauty 
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from within far outshines any external physical attractiveness. When the latter 

fades away the former need not disappear. In fact the inner being can be renewed 

by God’s Spirit daily (2 Cor.4:16).  
 

In the Bible we meet real human beings whose lives instruct us - even though we 

are living in a very different age. “Ruth the Moabitess” (Ruth 2:2) is one such 

character. She lived in the time of the judges (1:1) when “every man did that 

which was right in his own eyes” (Jud.21:25). Many of us today live 

under almost identical conditions. Moral absolutes have all but 

vanished, and “tolerance” is the fashionable word. Ruth also was not 

immune from the normal trials of life. She had experienced famine, 

poverty, and bereavement. If you are not familiar with her life-story, 

read the book of Ruth in the Bible before you go any further. Evidently she was 

widowed early on and knew what hardship was all about. Yet she experienced 

God’s grace, and her record in Scripture is a shining example of a woman who 

feared the Lord. We will consider seven features from her life. 
 

1. Her Quality 
Her title “Ruth the Moabitess” tells us that she was not one of God’s people. Her 

mother-in-law was an Israelite from Bethlehem, but Ruth originated from another 

country east of the Dead Sea. The Moabites’ ancestry (recorded in Genesis 19) is 

unsavoury to say the least, their forefather having been born out of an incestuous 

relationship. According to God’s law, Moabites were not readily permitted among 

the Lord’s people (Dt.23:3). Humanly-speaking her life had little quality - but 

behind the scenes the Spirit of God had been at work and Ruth had “come to 

trust” in the Lord God of Israel (Ruth 2:12). She had left the land of her birth to 

take her place among a people she had not known before and to shelter beneath 

the protecting wings of Israel’s God.  
 

This is the starting point for each individual. Salvation is not to be found in 

our earthly family or nation. Like Ruth, we must seek refuge in the Lord. He 

gives a new dimension to all who trust Him and cares for their every need. 

God’s grace brings an eternal quality to those whose future is hopeless. 
 

2. Her HUMILITY 
Humility is a characteristic that shines brilliantly in Ruth’s life. When Boaz 

visited the field where she was gleaning Ruth showed him the utmost respect as 

she bowed before him and asked, “Why have I found grace in thine eyes?” (2:10). 

As “a stranger” she found it incredible that Boaz should “take knowledge” of her. 

His compassion and welcome touched her greatly and made her confess that she 

was not “one of (his) handmaidens” (2:10 & 13). She never lost sight of the fact 

that she had no claims upon this man. In her own eyes she was unworthy. 
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Humility is a vanishing virtue. Psychologists teach the need for self-assertion in 

order to succeed. Many countries have experienced the effects of “women’s 

lib” over the past hundred years as women have campaigned for equality 

in all walks of life. We must remember that men and women are of equal 

worth in God’s sight - although their roles are different. A “pushy” spirit 

that asserts itself and tries to achieve at the expense of others is wrong. 

Ruth showed none of that. Her words to Boaz are a model in humility.   
 

3. HER HARMONY 

Just mention “the mother-in-law” in many cultures and you will receive a 

knowing nod or smile! All too often problems arise in families because of the 

interference or caustic comment of an annoying mother-in-law, and it is therefore 

hardly surprising that this has given rise to jokes and humorous stories. Ruth and 

her mother-in-law Naomi seem to have enjoyed a very harmonious relationship. 

Initially when Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem Ruth insisted on going with 

the older woman (1:16-17). It is evident that she valued her company. Later, when 

Naomi kindly suggested how Ruth could find security through marriage, the 

younger woman complied fully with the plan. “All that thou sayest unto me I will 

do” (3:5) are words that prove the harmony existing between them both. 
 

In an age when dysfunctional families abound, how good it is to find harmony 

between different generations! Peter tells us that “a meek and quiet spirit” is 

“of great price” in the sight of God (1 Pet.3:4). Interference of course is out of 

place, and an older woman may find it difficult not to express an opinion. 

However, it cannot be denied that the harmony and willing compliance 

displayed by Ruth are beautiful. 
 

4. HER PROPRIETY 
The scheme proposed by Naomi in chapter 3 may seem very unusual to us but 

must be understood according to the custom and culture of the day. There was 

nothing immoral in the plan. Ruth was to place herself by Boaz’s feet rather than 

at his side (3:7-8). She left the threshing floor before dawn, and Boaz was 

concerned that her visit should be treated with discretion (3:14). There is every 

evidence that both of them acted with propriety. 
 

Christian believers in many countries today are disturbed by the increasing 

decadence in society. Marriages are disintegrating and cases of immorality are 

becoming more common in the Church. Fashion has played its part as women’s 

clothing has become less discreet and more revealing. It takes courage today for a 

Christian woman to dress differently and refuse the immodest fashions of the 

world, but a woman who fears the Lord will want to be pure and display propriety 

for the glory of God. 
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5. HER DILIGENCE 
Ruth did not seek an easy life in Bethlehem. As soon as possible 

she suggested to Naomi that she should “go to the field” to glean 

barley for them both (2:2). When Boaz enquired about her he was told that she 

had “continued even from the morning until now” - apart from a short break (2:7). 

Her work under the hot sun occupied her until the evening (2:17).  
 

While a married Christian woman today with a family must be very careful not to 

neglect her maternal responsibilities by taking up work outside the house, Ruth’s 

diligence is commendable. Without giving undue emphasis to a career, a Christian 

should seek in everything to be diligent and hard-working (Rom.12:11). 
 

6. HER OBEDIENCE 
Ruth’s first recorded words (spoken to Naomi) are challenging. “Intreat me not to 

leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go: 

and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God 

my God. Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried...” (Ruth 1:16-17).  

Some of those words could well be used to express our own 

commitment to the Lord. We have already noted the harmonious 

relationship she enjoyed with her mother-in-law, but think again of 

her words “all that thou sayest unto me I will do” (3:5). We might 

connect those words with the instruction given by another woman. Mary, the 

mother of our Lord, told the servants at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, 

“Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it” (Jn.2:5). To know the blessing of the Lord 

upon our lives we need to submit implicitly to Him and obey His commands. 
 

7. HER PATIENCE 
One last feature should not be missed. After explaining her situation to Boaz and 

receiving a practical blessing of some barley from him, Naomi advised Ruth to 

“sit still” until it became clear how things would turn out (Ruth 3:18). It is not 

always easy to be patient, but “waiting upon the Lord” is 

vital if we would know His blessing in our lives (Ps.27:14). 

Whether it is more difficult for a man or for a woman to be 

patient is open to conjecture. Certainly the context of Naomi’s 

statement should make us aware of the need for patience in 

decisions relating to marriage rather than rushing thoughtlessly ahead.  
 

We do not know anything about Ruth’s physical appearance, but when Boaz 

married her he knew Ruth was a woman who truly feared the Lord. The godly 

features that marked her life are worthy goals for any Christian woman today.             

 

“... a woman that feareth the Lord ...shall be praised” (Prov.31:30)   
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JUSTIFIED!  
 

                  by Martin Girard 
 

It may not surprise you to know that this article 

was written on a word processor. The tools 

available today have made the faithful office 

typewriter redundant because they offer so much 

more. Having typed a paragraph, my word 

processor presents me with four options. How 

would I like the paragraph to appear? Do I want it to be aligned throughout with 

the left or the right margin, or would I prefer the text to be central and not aligned 

to either side? Any of these three options may appeal at one time or another, but 

often I prefer the fourth option which is for the paragraph to be justified. Words 

and letters are spaced out by the word processor so that the text aligns with both 

margins and appears pleasing to the eye. A justified text gives a balanced look.  
 

Justified is a New Testament word and there is something pleasing about it 

too. The Greek word translated justification means “being rendered just or 

innocent.” It is related to words such as righteous and righteousness which 

are both frequently found in the New Testament. We need to keep this in 

mind when seeking to understand the meaning of justification.  
 

Many have found a simple explanation helpful. Break up the word “justified” into 

syllables and (with a little expanding) it can be made into the phrase “just-as-if-

I’d...” One who is justified is declared righteous. God is righteous, so the person 

who is declared righteous is in this respect like God. Put in its simplest terms it 

means that when I am justified I appear before God just as if I’d never sinned. 

That is an amazing truth! As sinful human beings we have no right to enter the 

presence of a holy God. Indeed, like Adam and Eve who were banished from 

Eden (Gen.3:24) we find ourselves separated from Him because of our sins 

(Isa.59:2). We need our sins to be removed so that we can enter the presence of 

God as righteous people. In order to view this subject comprehensively from 

different perspectives five questions will be asked. 
 

1. HOW CAN WE BE JUSTIFIED? 

This question is answered fully in Paul’s epistle to the Romans where the words 

righteous, righteousness, justification and justified are used frequently. Although 

space does not allow us to examine each reference, we will consider some of 

them. According to Romans 3:20 our own attempts to keep God’s law are 
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inadequate. It is impossible to be justified by what we do. Justification begins 

with God rather than with us. Christian believers are “justified freely by His grace 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom.3:24 KJV). If it 

is “by His grace” it means that we do not deserve it. The work 

is made available “freely” to us and therefore costs us nothing. 

The justification of a sinner is only possible because of the 

sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ at the cross. Because He (the sinless 

Saviour) took our place when He died, we can be made righteous, (2 Cor.5:21). 

His sacrifice at the cross not only forgives the sins of those who believe but does 

so much more. God now looks upon us as justified - just as if we had never sinned 

at all! 
 

Justification is by grace and also by faith. After revealing our guilt and what 

Christ has done for us, Paul states emphatically: “Therefore we conclude that a 

man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law” (Rom.3:28). Twice in 

Galatians 2:16 Paul declares that justification is “not by the works of the law”. 

There is absolutely nothing that we can do to bring it about. Faith is 

not really an effort of our own: it is simply accepting what Christ 

has done for us. Even in Old Testament times the same principle 

applied. Paul deals with this in Romans 4 and points us to 

Abraham who “believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness” 

(Rom.4:3). It was “his faith” that provided him with the righteousness he 

possessed (Rom.4:5).  
 

David also had understood the principle of “righteousness without works” 

(Rom.4:6). No, our own “works” are unnecessary and unavailing. The Lord Jesus 

Christ has made our justification possible. When we accept this and are “justified 

by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom.5:1). 

Faith is our response to what Christ has done for us. 
 

2. WHO IS INVOLVED IN JUSTIFICATION? 

This question has already been partially answered but more specific details can be 

traced in Scripture. According to Romans 8:33, “it is God that justifieth”. He 

alone is qualified to pronounce a soul righteous. How glad we 

ought to be for this fact! Because He does this, nobody can lay 

anything to the charge of His elect. When He declares that sinful 

souls have been justified, they are! A critic may find fault, but God will say “I see 

that soul justified through the work of My Son. I look upon him and see him as I 

see My Son - righteous.” 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ is also vitally involved in the work of justification. He was 

“delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification” 
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(Rom.4:25). His sacrificial death was for us so that our sins might be forgiven. He 

bore the penalty and completed the work of redemption at the cross. However, 

justification is clearly linked with His resurrection. We learn in this 

verse that because He has been raised from the dead we can enjoy 

more than forgiveness. We are justified before a holy God because of the 

resurrection of His Son. 
 

The Holy Spirit of God is also closely involved in justification. In 1 Corinthians 

6:11 we learn that we are “washed ... sanctified ... justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” The Holy Spirit 

indwells all true believers and brings to us personally all the 

benefits won by our Saviour at the cross. Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit are thus all involved in this great work of justification. 
 

3. WHERE IS JUSTIFICATION FOUND? 

This question is not difficult to answer. One verse gives us the necessary 

explanation. The phrase “justified by His blood” in Romans 5:9 points to the 

location of that work. It was on the cross that the Lord Jesus suffered more than 

we can understand to save our souls from hell. Left to 

ourselves we would have faced the wrath of a holy 

God, but His death has brought us deliverance. The 

precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ has provided forgiveness 

and redemption as well as justification. Think of the fact that if you have repented 

of your sin and trusted Christ as Saviour you are forgiven. More than that, you are 

justified - appearing now before God just as if you had never sinned! This 

wonderful transformation has only been possible because of the shed blood of the 

Lord Jesus. What a cost - and how greatly He must have loved us! All our 

blessings can therefore be traced back to the cross. 
 

4. WHEN IS JUSTIFICATION POSSIBLE? 

Again, this is a simple question. The moment a sinner repents and turns to Christ 

for salvation, the work is done. “Today” we must hear His voice calling us to 

come to Him (Heb.4:7). “Now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor.6:2). We are never 

promised tomorrow: God calls us now to trust in His Son. When we 

respond to the call and receive the Lord Jesus as our Saviour we are 

at that very moment justified, according to Romans 8:30. Right now, all who have 

been saved through the work of the Lord Jesus appear before Him as if they had 

never sinned. Further, the same verse teaches us that we are “glorified” too. Not 

in the future, but right now God who is outside of time sees us as glorified 

already. How complete is the work of the Lord Jesus. Is He not worthy of our 

praise today? 
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5. IF JUSTIFIED - WHAT THEN? 

In his epistle James writes about being “justified by works”. At first this might 

appear to contradict all that we have already said about justification being by 

faith. There is, however, a simple explanation. James is concerned about a 

practical Christianity. Faith is not something that is expressed in 

words alone (Jas.2:14). A faith that does not respond to practical 

needs is not much use to anybody (Jas.2:15-17)! As we have 

already seen, Abraham was justified by faith. When he offered 

Isaac upon the altar, as recorded in Genesis 22, his “faith 

wrought with his works” (Jas.2:22). The phrase that he was 

“justified by works” (Jas.2:21) means that he was seen to be righteous before men 

by what he did. It will help us if we remember that God had already declared 

Abraham righteous in Genesis 15:6. The offering up of Isaac was the proof of the 

faith he already had.  
 

Rahab, a sinful and godless Gentile, confessed her faith in Israel’s God (Joshua 2) 

before sending the spies away in safety. Like Abraham she was “justified by 

works” (Jas.2:25) because her deeds simply reflected the faith that 

already existed in her heart. She was not justified before God by 

her works, but her deeds proved her faith and before men she was 

justified by those works. Faith cannot be seen by men apart from 

works. When our works are works of righteousness and stem from 

our faith in God we are justified (declared righteous) by those works before men. 
 

“I will show thee my faith by my works” (Jas.2:18). By God’s grace and 

“with meekness of wisdom” (Jas.3:13) we are to demonstrate before men the 

faith that we have in God and in Christ. We have been called out of darkness 

into God’s marvellous light. Just think - we can stand the scrutiny of the 

incomparable light of His presence because we have been justified through 

the work of Christ. Until we reach the glory of heaven we have been left here 

to show forth His praises (1 Pet.2:9) by letting others see the effect of His 

grace in our lives. 

 

 

Romans 3:28 



 12 

                 PLEASING HIM  

                 IN ALL THINGS 
 

                              by  Martin Girard 
 

                              “What is your occupation?” It is very likely that you have been 

asked the question or may have had to disclose your occupation on a form. Often 

in our minds we distinguish between “a career” and “a job”. The former may well 

be regarded as professional - whether a doctor, dentist, airline pilot, or lecturer - 

and has the prospect of promotion. Those whose occupation falls into the category 

of “a job” frequently realize that there will never be anything better for them, and 

they may contemplate doing the same thing for the rest of their working lives. 
 

We tend to admire those who have a career or a profession and think of them as 

more important. This perspective however is wrong. There is something far more 

important than occupation - and that is attitude. How do we go about our daily 

work? Are we conscientious and reliable? The Lord is less concerned 

with our status in the employment world and more concerned with 

how we approach our daily tasks. Whatever we do should be done 

“in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 

Father by Him” (Col.3:17 KJV). The true Christian should live by 

the highest standards. Every task undertaken should be done as to 

the Lord. We belong to Him - spirit, soul, and body. Our speech and our actions 

should reflect Him at all times. Our lives should overflow with thanksgiving, and 

if we have an occupation we should thank God for it. 
 

Helpers were needed at a Christian camp for young people. Some were invited to 

speak in the camp meetings while others applied to lead “quiet times” in the tents. 

Musicians and enthusiastic sports-people were required too, as well as 

cooks - because young people need to be fed! One young man announced 

that he was going to help at the camp and was asked what his 

responsibilities would be. “I’m going to do the cleaning,” he replied. 

“With all those young people in the camp, the toilets and showers will 

require regular attention.”  I wonder how many people would have 

considered that need and been prepared to spend a week of their time in such 

menial service? Clearly the young man was going to the camp to undertake his 

unglamorous and perhaps unpleasant cleaning duties for the Lord Jesus. For him 

the week was not going to be miserable. Cleaning was not a chore but something 

to be done as unto the Lord. 
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PRACTICAL GUIDANCE FROM COLOSSIANS  

Paul’s epistle to the Colossians provides us with some very practical 

instructions on this subject. “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 

and not unto men” (Col.3:23). This statement allows a tremendous amount of 

scope. Whatever your occupation may be - doctor, dentist, airline pilot, 

lecturer, teacher, nurse, farmer, engineer, train-driver, shop-worker, cleaner, 

or anything else - do your work heartily. Don’t allow boredom or monotony to 

creep in. See each day as a new challenge with fresh opportunities.  
 

Someone may say, “You don’t know what my work is like. How can I have 

enthusiasm when I’ve got to do the same things every day? In any case 

there’s no other job for me to do.”  One thing can make all the 

difference. According to that verse our work is to be done “as to the 

Lord, and not unto men.”  An employer may show no appreciation 

and may actually make your work more unpleasant than it has to be. 

In such circumstances we are tempted to give the employer a raw deal 

by showing indifference and “cutting corners” when we can. It is 

possible to reason, “If he is so mean to me, why should I go out of my way to 

co-operate with him?” The solution is clear: don’t do the work primarily for the 

employer but do it for the Lord. Instead, say to yourself, “I can do this work for 

Him! The Lord Jesus is my Saviour and gave everything for me. I can do my 

work here for His glory.”  
 

It is possible to meet Christians who are living out the truth of Colossians 3:23. It 

may be a woman on her knees polishing a floor by hand, or a man who is stacking 

the shelves of a supermarket with tins of food. Work like this can be 

tedious and repetitious, but the Christian who is doing the work 

heartily (and perhaps quietly praising the Lord as he does so) has 

learned something very important. God can be glorified by the way in 

which we do our work even if the task itself is unexciting. Colossians 3:24 

reminds slaves that they “serve the Lord Christ” rather than simply their earthly 

masters. How it would transform our lives if we realized that we can carry out our 

daily occupations for His pleasure! 
 

UNDER THE ALL-SEEING EYE 

In the Old Testament we read of Hagar who fled from her mistress Sarah. Life 

had become hard for Hagar and she felt she could bear no more. But although she 

could escape from Sarah, Hagar could not escape from God. “The angel of the 

Lord found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness” (Gen.16:7) and 

instructed her to return to her mistress and to submit to her. The experience had a 
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profound effect upon Hagar who used the words “Thou God seest me” in 

referring to the Lord who had met with her (Gen.16:13). Even in an uninhabited 

wilderness He could see her and knew all about her plight. 
 

That same eye watches us still. It may be a comfort to know that the Lord 

never slumbers or sleeps (Ps.121:4) but the thought should also challenge us. 

An employer may not be watching us at work and may not even be present, 

but God is there and He can see everything. That is why Paul instructed slaves 

in Colossians 3:22 not to restrict themselves to “eye service” - which means 

only to serve well when you are being watched. This is what would be 

expected of “men-pleasers” who only appear conscientious when they have to 

be. Instead the Christian’s work should be done “in singleness of heart, 

fearing God” (Col.3:22). 
 

Other features of our work must be considered. Time keeping is an important 

matter. If work begins at 8 o’clock in the morning, am I ready to actually begin 

working at that time or is my aim only to reach the car park by that approximate 

time? If the hours of my employment continue until 5 o’clock 

in the afternoon, am I hoping to be out of the door and in my 

car a minute before that time - or even earlier? What about my 

activities at work? Do I take extended breaks or find time to do 

my own things when, in fact, I am being paid to do work for 

someone else? Do I wrongly “help myself” to resources that 

belong to the business and have not been provided directly for my use?  
 

The Lord is watching us at work. We need to ensure that we “fear God” as we 

carry out our responsibilities under His all-seeing eye. 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY 

People who are in employment generally admit that they are accountable, though 

in the course of duties this thought can sometimes be overlooked. The Bible 

reminds us that as believers we are accountable to God. “For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ: that every one may 

receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath 

done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor.5:10). According to 

this verse a day is coming when we will stand before the 

Lord and our lives as believers will be assessed. This is not 

in order to deal with our sins for they were dealt with at 

the cross. At “the judgment seat of Christ” our lives will 

be examined and the Lord will see whether what we have done for Him falls into 

the “good” or “bad” category.  
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We have been thinking primarily of our work-life, but other areas need to be 

considered. The Lord, our Master, is interested in all aspects of life. How have we 

performed in spiritual matters? Have we 

been committed to the Lord’s interests 

and service and to walking in fellowship with Him every day? What about our 

home life? How have we performed as children or as parents? Have we followed 

the instructions of the Bible and fulfilled our roles according to its principles? 

Then there is the matter of our social lives. Have we been careful to please the 

Lord by maintaining His standards? With moral corruption all around, have we 

lived holy lives and kept away from doubtful pursuits that do not glorify His 

name? In that coming day when we stand before the Lord Jesus our lives as 

believers will be examined. Now is the time to make whatever adjustments are 

necessary so that we will not be ashamed in that day. 
 

                           REWARDS  

The same chapter that speaks of appearing before the judgment 

seat of Christ also reminds us of the constraining influence of “the 

love of Christ” (2 Cor.5:14). If we really understood more of that love and kept it 

in mind, we would want to please Him. If His love truly filled our hearts, we 

would find ourselves impelled to return that love by living for Him. The Lord 

Jesus said, “If ye love Me, keep My commandments” (Jn.14:15). True love for 

Him will give us the desire to please Him in all areas of our lives. 
 

We have considered some very ordinary occupations in this article. Whatever we 

do, nothing is unnoticed by the Lord. In Matthew 10:42 our Saviour spoke of one 

offering “a cup of cold water” to a thirsty individual. There could hardly 

be anything more ordinary than that! A small amount of the simplest 

drink available given to one in need is seen by Him and will be rewarded. 

If such a simple act is to be rewarded, we can be sure that those who carry out 

their professional responsibilities to the glory of God will also receive a reward.  
 

Being faithful is what counts. It’s easy to become discouraged. The words “let 

us not be weary in well doing” (Gal.6:9) should spur us on. We must seek to 

do good and to glorify God in every area of our lives. We are called by Him to 

live to higher standards than this world knows. Christian believers are 

children of the living God. Our responsibility is to follow the plan for our 

lives that He has revealed in His holy Word. 
 

                                               

                                                 1 Corinthians 10:31 
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In 2001 the Netherlands became the first country to legalize “same-sex marriage”.  

Significantly perhaps, the legislation came into effect on the 1st April, which is 

commonly known as April Fools’ Day. By the end of 2012 ten more countries - as 

well as nine states in the U.S. - had followed the Netherlands in allowing this 

radical practice to be introduced. A world-wide revolution is currently underway 

with many more countries intent on making “same-sex marriage” legal. 
 

Moral perceptions have certainly changed during the past 50 years. Until 1967 

homosexuality was a criminal activity in Britain and men found guilty were 

imprisoned. In the U.S.A. some laws relating to sodomy in certain states remained 

in force until 2003. The public and unashamed admission that an individual is 

“gay” is known as coming out of the closet. “Out of 

the Closet and into the Cabinet” is therefore in more 

ways than one a very apt summary of what has taken 

place. Relationships that were frowned upon less than 50 years ago were 

“closeted away” as they could cause the downfall of politicians. Today these same 

relationships are considered quite “normal” - with members of a government’s 

“cabinet” unashamedly admitting to being “gay” and publicly putting themselves 

on show as such. Those who say this is not normal are branded as “dinosaurs”. 
 

When the Conservatives were elected in Britain in 2010 there was nothing in their 

manifesto to suggest that “same-sex marriage” would be legalized during the next 

parliament. However, in spite of the fact that the greater percentage of voters in 

the country are against it, and knowing that pursuing 

this goal could make the Conservatives a minor party, 

Prime Minister David Cameron is pressing ahead 

determinedly. Resignations from his own party are being treated with indifference 

by the Prime Minister who seems to want the Conservatives to appear trendy and 

progressive. It has been reported that the main force behind the redefinition of 

marriage is Mr. Cameron’s own wife, Samantha. However, when the world-wide 

nature of this revolution is considered it will become plain that David Cameron is 

not prepared for his country to stand alone. He wants his own “fools’ day”.  
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CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 

Civil partnerships for same-sex couples were introduced by the previous Labour 

Government in 2005 and in reality are not very different from marriage. However, 

during Prime Minister’s Questions in February 2013 David Cameron announced 

that he did not support civil partnerships. He stated: “I am a marriage man. I am a 

great supporter of marriage. I want to promote marriage, defend marriage, 

encourage marriage.” However, Mr. Cameron does not mean marriage in its 

original sense. He has manipulated the word to make it mean something 

completely different. 
 

BACK TO BASICS 

Marriage is something that can never be redefined. It has an original meaning 

that cannot be altered. It is not a human arrangement but a divine institution. At 

the beginning of human history the Lord God stated that in marriage a man would 

“leave his father and his mother” and “cleave unto his wife”. Furthermore they 

would become “one flesh” (Gen.2:24). A current English dictionary is correct 

when it defines marriage as “legal union sanctioning the cohabitation and sexual 

intercourse of a man and woman.” It is “a relationship between husband and 

wife.” Clearly “same-sex marriage” fails to achieve any of this. 
 

WARNINGS TO HEED 

Homosexual relationships are condemned in Scripture in Leviticus 18:22. They 

are seen to be a result of abandoning God and a feature of His righteous judgment 

in Romans 1:25-27.  According to Holy Scripture, “same-sex” relationships are an 

indication of a decadent society. We are 

plainly told that those who persist in 

such practices are “unrighteous” and 

“shall not inherit the kingdom of God” 

(1 Cor.6:9). Evidently some in the church at Corinth had practiced it before 

conversion but had repented and had been “washed ... sanctified ... (and) justified 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor.6:11). We 

must not be deceived: those who persist in homosexual relationships (regardless 

of the love they have for one another) will never enter heaven unless they repent, 

forsake their ungodly lifestyle, and ask the Lord Jesus Christ to save them.  
 

“Same-sex marriage” is not a subject for discussion. Almighty God has 

pronounced it wrong. It is an utter misnomer and contradicts His purposes. 

The record in Scripture of God’s righteous judgment on Sodom and 

Gomorrah is for our warning. Promoters of this aberrant behaviour today will 

face this same God and His righteous sentence unless they repent. 
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NO MOVING ON 
 

by Martin Girard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only those who have moved house understand exactly how much is involved in 

the process. Nobody makes the decision lightly because there are so many things 

to consider. Solicitors’ fees, searches, land registry charges, agents’ expenses, as 

well as the unexpected “hidden extras” can all make it very costly for those who 

are purchasing another house. There is a price to pay for selling your own 

property too - beginning with the advertisements and ending with paying the 

removal firm.  
 

WHAT A LOT! 

Even for those who are not entering into a purchase, the actual experience of 

moving can be quite traumatic - especially if they do not want to leave their 

present dwelling. Sometimes we have no alternative 

but to move. The time comes when items have to be 

packed carefully into boxes - and some people even 

like to take plants from their garden with them! If the 

move involves down-sizing to a smaller property, 

some things simply cannot be taken. Disposing of 

cherished possessions is never easy. Then, when it 

comes to unpacking, more decisions have to be made 

about where each item will be placed in the new 

home. The whole experience can be exhausting - and we may well envy the few 

people who are born, live, and die in the same house. If someone never has to 

move, they know nothing of all the upheaval involved.   
 



 19 

SOMEWHERE FOR EVER 

Actually, there is a home where people will live for ever, but it is not found in this 

world. The Bible speaks about something that is “eternal in the heavens” (1). The 

Lord Jesus Christ declared: “In My Father’s house are many mansions,” and He 

told His followers, “I go to prepare a place for you” (2).  The final pages of the 

Bible (Revelation 21 & 22) tell us something about that wonderful place. 
 

Heaven is not a place for good people. If it was, nobody would 

qualify to enter it, for we are all sinners in the sight of God (3). 

It is only forgiven people who will find entrance into Heaven, 

and only one means of forgiveness exists. The Lord Jesus 

Christ “died for our sins” (4) - and on the basis of His death we 

can be made fit to enter Heaven. These are facts that we must 

believe. That is why Jesus (when talking about His Father’s 

house) said, “Believe also in Me” (5). 
 

       READY TO MOVE 

When the day that has been fixed for moving finally comes, it is 

vital to be prepared in good time for it. The boxes must all be 

packed and the furniture ready to load. Similarly, we need to be 

ready for the moment when we will leave this life. There are 

only two destinations beyond the grave - Heaven and Hell - and 

“there is a great gulf fixed” between the two making it 

impossible to transfer from one to the other after death (6). Those who are trusting 

in the Lord Jesus Christ can look forward to entering His Father’s house and 

living there with Him for ever.  
 

It is sobering to realize that from Heaven or from Hell 

there is no moving on. When you arrive, you are there for 

eternity. There is only one way to be sure of going to 

Heaven. The Lord Jesus Christ is “the Way” (7), and we 

must put our trust in Him in order to enter it. Heaven is a 

home like no other on earth. Love, peace and joy that 

never diminish are found in it because its residents have had their hearts made 

new (8). It is hard to understand why anyone would not want it to be their home 

for ever.   
 

END NOTES:-  (1)2 Corinthians 5:1. (2)John 14:2. (3)Romans 3:23. (4)1 Corinthians 

15:3.  (5)John 14:1.  (6)Luke 16:26. (7)John 14:6.  (8)2 Corinthians 5:17.        
    


