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by Martin Girard

“Then were assembled unto me every one that trembled at the words of the
God of Israel....” (Ezra 9:4)

It had been a time for great thanksgiving. The people of Israel had returned from
captivity in Babylon and through God’s goodness had safely reached Jerusalem.
In answer to their earnest prayers He had delivered them from enemies and had
kept them from being ambushed along the way (Ezra 8:31). Not surprisingly,
sacrifices were offered in worship and in thankfulness to God for His kindness to
them (Ezra 8:35). Things were looking good - or were they?
The next chapter reveals a problem that had surfaced. The leaders came to Ezra to
report that God’s holy law had been disobeyed. Some of the people (and, sadly,
some of the priests and Levites) had not separated themselves from the heathen
nations around them. In total disregard for the clear commandments of their God,
they had entered into relationships with these people and had established unequal
yokes. When Ezra heard the news he was devastated and tore his clothes as a
visible demonstration of his deep concern. He could hardly believe that the people
of Israel should so quickly disregard the One who had lovingly cared for them in
every way (Ezra 9:1-3).
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TREATING IT LIGHTLY
How quickly we can forget God’s goodness towards us. We owe Him everything,
yet we can treat His grace so lightly. While worshipping Him outwardly, we pick
and choose which Scriptures we will obey, dismissing the ones that we find too
restrictive for our day and age.
Like the Israelites, our failings can often be in the matter of separation. It is still
possible to unite with those who are mixed up in all sorts of unholy things
and are not truly separated unto the Lord. If only there were more
godly and courageous leaders like Ezra today - men who felt deeply
the sin and disobedience of God’s people and showed it! Instead, too
many leaders weakly go along with their congregations and resort to
compromise and expediency in order to remain popular. We ought to be deeply
concerned where there is a low regard for the Word of God and when biblical
principles are jettisoned.
It is good to see that Ezra was not alone. Some shared his concern and “trembled
at the words of the God of Israel” (v.4). They came and sat with Ezra, united by a
common, heart-felt fear of the Lord.

THE NEED FOR TODAY
There is a tremendous need today for leaders like Ezra with a passion for
godliness. If they are prepared to stand alone, others will join them - not many
perhaps, but those who are sincere about obeying the Word of God. The
disobedient will be absent, for they never relish an uncompromising exposition of
Scripture. We may well ask ourselves - do we tremble at the Word of God? The
Scriptures are not for our amusement but for our obedience. In this light-hearted
day when laughter and applause regularly punctuate many a sermon, will we be
among those who come with a serious godly concern to sit down under the
authority of the Word of God and regulate our lives by it?

“Every one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel”
(Ezra 9:4)
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by Martin Girard

If you were asked to summarize the prophet Jeremiah in just a few words, you
might possibly refer to him as “the weeping prophet”. Tears are the one thing that
many people associate with Jeremiah - but there is a lot more.
It is not surprising, of course, that Jeremiah knew sadness because he was living
at a very difficult time. The ten tribes forming the nation of Israel had already
gone into captivity in Assyria on account of their gross idolatry. The smaller
kingdom of Judah had not experienced this fate, but sadly the people had not
learned from what had happened to Israel and were doing the very same thing.
Actually, what was being done in Judah was worse because the people were being
hypocritical at the same time - and hypocrisy is something that God cannot stand
(Jer.3:6-11). False prophets were active, proclaiming messages of peace when
there was no peace (6:14). Unless there was genuine repentance, Judah would
face captivity too. The Lord was grieved for His people. “They have forsaken Me,
the fountain of living waters,” He declared, “and have hewed them out cisterns,
broken cisterns, that can hold no water” (2:13).
All of this is something familiar to us today. Britain has forsaken the Lord and has
turned to other religions and forms of spirituality, and to materialism, in an
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attempt to find satisfaction. Into this situation in Judah some 2,500 years ago God
sent a man. His name was Jeremiah, meaning “Jehovah made him great” or “Jah
is exalted” perhaps. Both interpretations are true in the sense that it was the Lord
who made him a “great” prophet - and Jeremiah certainly does exalt the Lord in
his book.
Michael Griffiths, one-time Director of OMF, said: “The Christian... is never to
be merely a stuffed specimen in a glass case; he is to be a
working model.” Jeremiah is not “a stuffed specimen” interesting, but out of touch and not of very much use to us today.
Although he lived many centuries ago, Jeremiah was very much like us, and the
world of his day was not altogether unlike our own.

HIS COMMISSION FROM GOD
“I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations” (Jer.1:5).
Jeremiah was qualified by birth to be a priest because his father was one. He lived
in the territory of Benjamin during the reign of each of Judah’s last five kings.
Under Josiah’s leadership there had been a brief revival when a copy of the Law
was found, but it was short-lived and the spiritual temperature soon began to drop.
In the thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign the Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah
(1:1-2). Yet, although Jeremiah’s commission came in that year at a specific
moment in time, it was actually rooted in eternity. Long before he was conceived
God “knew” him and set him apart for the work he was to do (1:5). Similarly God
has a plan and purpose for the lives of each of His children today. Although
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world (as Ephesians 1:4 teaches) we
are responsible to discover the work that the Lord wants us to do.
Jeremiah was to be a prophet to the nations. His ministry
was to be one of condemnation, for God’s people had
forsaken Him and had become idolatrous (1:16). Although
God had sent His messengers to warn them, they had
refused to listen (7:25-26) preferring the false prophets
who professed to bring messages from God (29:8-9). Such voices can still be
heard in the Church today - where preachers who proclaim messages that their
listeners want to hear are afforded a welcome and find ready hearers.
Into this atmosphere of disregard for God’s Word Jeremiah arrived commissioned to be a prophet of God. Not only was he to be a forth-teller of
God’s truth, he was also to be a fore-teller in true prophetic ministry. Two initial
visions were given to him (1:11-15) to prepare him for his life’s work. First, God
showed him the branch of an almond tree indicating new life that was about to
burst forth. Next, he was shown a boiling pot facing away from the north and
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tipping towards the south. It signified the judgment that would arrive when
Babylon invaded Judah and dealt with the inhabitants of the land because of their
sin. Jeremiah was the divinely-appointed messenger who would announce that
coming judgment.
Faced with this commission, initially Jeremiah felt that it was
entirely beyond his ability. “Ah, Lord GOD!” he exclaimed
sadly, “I cannot speak: for I am a child” (1:6). Feeling
inadequate is one thing; being unwilling is another. When God
calls someone to serve Him He always equips that person for
the tasks that lie ahead. In Jeremiah’s case the Lord gave him
the words to speak by touching his mouth (1:9). Jeremiah was
simply to be a mouthpiece - speaking the words that the Lord
had commanded him to deliver (1:17).
In addition to this, he was assured of the Lord’s presence with him. The faces of
his listeners might be off-putting (and preachers can still find this!) but the Lord
was with His servant and would deliver him from danger (1:8). The divine
presence would actually make Jeremiah strong, and his enemies would be unable
to withstand him (1:18-19). Jeremiah needed that! He was being sent to a people
who were not even going to listen to him (7:27).
What a discouraging task faced him - enough to dampen the most enthusiastic
soul! But God had promised to be with him, whether he faced kings, princes,
priests, or the common people of the land, and that was enough. As 2 Corinthians
3:5 states: “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves... but our sufficiency is of
God.” If the commission comes from Him, He will see us through.

HIS COMMUNION WITH GOD
“O LORD, my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge...” (16:19).
Jeremiah expressed his utter dependence upon the Lord. “O LORD, I know that
the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps”
(10:23). He knew that his own wisdom and resources would utterly fail.
Dr. Stephen Olford (a well-known preacher himself) has told of being in a prayer
meeting with a famous evangelist immediately before a packed meeting. Being
the last person to leave the prayer room, Dr. Olford shook the evangelist’s hand to
encourage him - only to find that it felt as if he was gripping a cold,
wet fish! The words “Please pray for me; I don’t think I am going
to make it tonight,” expressed an utter sense of need from one who
dared not stand alone before an audience of thousands. Many preachers have
known a divine enabling that took them far beyond what they could have done in
their own natural strength.
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Another thing that Jeremiah knew he needed was discipline. “O LORD,” he
prayed, “correct me, but with judgment; not in Thine anger, lest Thou bring me to
nothing” (10:24). How frail he felt before the Almighty! He knew
that he needed changing and confessed that he was like the clay in
the Potter’s hand. He was also a humble man who identified
himself with his people. He was not above them and superior. He
knew his failings and readily admitted with his people, “We have
sinned against Thee” (14:7). The sin was his as well as theirs. A relationship
existed between them and their God. They were called by His name and needed
His help. “Leave us not,” the prophet pleaded (14:9).
In his communion with the Lord, Jeremiah found great delight. “I am called by
Thy name, O LORD God of hosts” (15:16) he exclaimed. Indeed it is a
marvellous thing today to realize that if we are saved we have been
brought into a living relationship with the Lord and have become
His children through faith in Jesus Christ. This should never cease
to amaze us and should cause praise to well from our hearts. Jeremiah loved the
Lord’s “words” and fed upon them, finding them to be the joy and rejoicing of his
heart (15:16).
Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God” (Mt.4:4). Still today we need to feed upon that Word
daily. Vance Havner said, “One man with a glowing experience of God is worth a
library full of arguments.” If we would be effective for God and find strength to
continue in His service we need the constant and dynamic first-hand communion
with Him that Jeremiah knew.

HIS COMPASSION FOR HIS PEOPLE
“Call for the mourning women... that our eyes may run... with tears” (9:17-18)
We must not think that Jeremiah wept because he was sentimental. Rather, he was
called by God to weep. He had compassion for his people as he thought of their
future - and in this respect was like the Lord Jesus Christ.
During a time of shortage Oliver Cromwell sent his soldiers into a
cathedral to look for treasures that could be melted down to use as
money with which to pay his army. One of them returned and reported,
“The only silver we can find is in the statues of the saints.” Cromwell
replied, “Good; we will melt the saints and put them into circulation.” How the
saints of God need melting today so that their treasures, talents, and time might
circulate in blessing to others!
Jeremiah’s compassion was seen in a patient love for his people. Time was
running out; they were not saved. He was pained beyond measure by their hurt.
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There seemed no balm in Gilead, no doctor to effect a recovery for them. He
could weep day and night for them (8:20-9:1). He knew only too well
what would happen as the invading armies of Babylon arrived with
the inevitable destruction and plunder that would follow (4:19-21).
Yet there were times when Jeremiah longed to be away from it all. If
only he could escape from the sinful people and find a place in the wilderness
(9:2)! He knew contrasting emotions - one moment praising the Lord, the next
despairing and regretting the day of his birth (20:13-14).
Why did he fluctuate in his moods like this? Surely it was because of the pressure
that he was under. He felt that although he was guilty of no misconduct
“every one” cursed him (15:10). In spite of the good that he had sought
to do, the people he was trying to help were intent on digging a pit to
trap him (18:20). But underneath all the fluctuations his compassion
remained unquenched. He had a genuine love for his people.
However, it must be understood that Jeremiah’s love and compassion were not at
the expense of truth. He had been told to speak to “all the cities of Judah” and not
to diminish a word from the message (26:2). Nothing less than the unchanging
truth of God must be preached by the man of God. He must not restrict the sphere
of his service, nor must he tone-down the divine communication entrusted to him.
Bishop J.C. Ryle said, “We have the truth and we need not be afraid to say so.”
Jeremiah would have agreed with that! He knew what it was to suffer for the
truth. Being threatened with death (26:8,11) did not deter
God’s faithful servant. Having penned his message he
found that his book was torn apart page by page by the
arrogant King Jehoiakim and thrown into the fire, yet it was
patiently rewritten by Jeremiah and his loyal colleague Baruch. He was beaten,
imprisoned in a dungeon, and incarcerated in a cistern with thick mud at the
bottom into which he sank - and all of this for speaking the truth.
It was enough to make the man dispirited. If anyone had reason to give up then
surely it was Jeremiah. He could vouch for the accuracy of 2 Timothy 3:12 where
we read that those who will live godly lives shall suffer persecution. This man
was constantly oppressed by a people who were out of touch with their God. He
was even prepared to seal his testimony with his own blood if necessary as he
placed himself in the hands of his persecutors (26:14). Yet Jeremiah did not give
up and remained faithful to his calling - although he was so very human. He was
motivated throughout by his love for the Lord and for the Lord’s people for whom
he wept constantly. “Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of
tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!”
he exclaimed (9:1).
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THE WEEPING PROPHET
A fine summary of Jeremiah’s life written by J.G.S.S. Thomson can be found in
the I.V.P. Bible Dictionary.
Jeremiah was a man of marked contrasts. He was at once gentle and
tenacious, affectionate and inflexible. In him the frailties of the flesh
contended with the energies of the spirit... He insisted on repentance from a
people who were incapable of contrition... Those whom he loved hated him.
A loyal patriot, he was branded a traitor. This prophet of undying hope had
to exhibit the fallacy of his people’s hope.

As far as Jeremiah was concerned, his commission from God required serious
attention. In spite of all the afflictions he encountered along the way he persisted
in his calling. He knew the blessedness of a communion with God which
motivated him in his work. Amazingly he was ever moved with tender
compassion for his unresponsive people.
Service for the Lord is never easy. The Apostle Paul stated, “The more
abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.” Yet he could also say, “I will very
gladly spend and be spent for you” (2 Cor.12:15). We need the spirit of Jeremiah being faithful to the Lord even if we are hated for it. Of one thing we can be sure:
it will be worth it all one day when we meet the Lord.

It will be worth it all when we see Jesus,
Life’s trials will seem so small when we see Christ;
One glimpse of His dear face all sorrow will erase,
So bravely run the race till we see Christ.”
Esther Kerr Rusthoi

“I am the man that hath seen affliction...”
(Lamentations 3:1)
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by Martin Girard

Judson W. Van De Venter was born into a Christian home in 1855 and at the age
of seventeen accepted Christ as his own Saviour. After graduating from university
with a degree in art, he became an art teacher in a high school. He was also an
accomplished musician and could play some 13 different instruments as well as
sing and compose music. While he was in his thirties he found himself facing a
dilemma and for almost five years struggled over what to do. Should he abandon
his teaching career and concentrate on evangelistic work? While involved in a
church event in 1896 the Lord challenged him, and Judson Van De Venter yielded
to the Lord’s will and gave up his secular employment. The experience caused
him to write a devotional hymn that has found its way into many hymn books All to Jesus I surrender. The beautiful tune to which the hymn is sung was
composed by Winfield S. Weeden. He loved the words of the hymn so much that
after his death the three words “I surrender all” were engraved on his tombstone.
The experience of Judson W. Van De Venter is one that many others have had. A
decision has confronted the individual about what should be done. Something
inescapable has had to be faced squarely - and it has not been easy. However, this
is not the prerogative of a select group. Rather, it is something that every true
Christian believer should come to terms with. “Lord” is not a word to use glibly;
using it implies owning the authority of the one who is so addressed. The Lord
Jesus Himself said, “Why call ye me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not the things which I
say?” (Lk.6:46). Similarly, it is easy to sing the moving words of Judson Van De
Venter’s evocative hymn when emotions are stirred and not genuinely mean them.
Of course, this does not mean that the hymn is unsuitable and ought not to be
used. The New Testament makes it plain that every child of God should be able to
say “I surrender all” in truth and from the heart. Three examples and three
exhortations make this fact self-evident.
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THREE EXAMPLES
The finest and yet the most humbling example must be that of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. As He reached the climax of His earthly ministry, He
entered into the darkness of Gethsemane one unforgettable night. Under the
shadow of the olive trees, and away from His beloved disciples, the Son of
God knelt in prayer before His Father. The agony of the cross lay before Him. He,
the Sinless One, was to be “made sin” in those hours of
impenetrable darkness (2 Cor.5:21). His holy soul was
“exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death” as He “fell on His face” in prayer
(Mt.26:38-39). Yet, the request that the bitter cup might pass from Him was
regulated by the words that followed, “Not My will, but Thine, be done”
(Lk.22:42). He submitted to the Father’s will.
How amazing this is! His love for us is beyond compare, yet it was also love
and devotion to His Father that caused Him to pray like this. There was no
other way in which guilty sinners might be saved, and so He arose from
prayer to face the enemies who had come to apprehend Him. His Father’s will
was paramount. If His followers are to be like Him, the words “Not my will,
but Thine, be done,” must be uttered by them too.
For the second example, we can consider one of the most devoted followers
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul. Once a hateful persecutor of
Christ, and on a diabolical mission to destroy His followers, Saul of Tarsus
(as he was then called) was blinded by a dazzling light which caused him to
fall to the dust. Confronted by the Lord in all His glory on the road to Damascus,
and realizing how wicked and helpless he was, Saul
uttered those memorable words, “Lord, what wilt Thou
have me to do?” (Acts 9:6). It was truly a moment of crisis. For too long Saul had
gone his own way and done what he thought was right. Challenged by the Risen
Christ, he had been humbled and stopped in his tracks. He was now a man who
was genuinely ready to submit to another.
A third example comes from the last book in the Bible. This time we are
not looking at someone young and enthusiastic but at one who was an aged
follower of Christ. The apostle John had been banished by the Roman
authorities to the island of Patmos for his loyalty to the cause of Christ. But
although banished, John was not left alone. Having seen a vision of the Son of
Man in all His glory - Jesus whom he had known so well
during His earthly ministry - John “fell at His feet as
dead” (Rev.1:17). What else could he do? Like Saul, he yielded to the Heavenly
Master and surrendered everything as he lay prostrate at His feet.
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Both of these men, along with the Lord Jesus, teach us something important by
example. Like the two apostles we must humble ourselves before the Lord of
Glory, placing ourselves at His disposal and at His feet. By their attitude each of
them was saying, in effect, “Not my will but Thine be done”. However, not only
do we find examples in Scripture; there are also exhortations encouraging us to
surrender our lives to the Lord.

THREE EXHORTATIONS
Our first exhortation must come from the Lord Jesus Christ. He who
demonstrated such submission to the purposes of God throughout His earthly life
but especially in Gethsemane called men and women to
surrender everything to Him. Jesus said, “If any man will
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me”
(Lk.9:23). Following Christ is not an easy-going option that can occupy some
secondary place in our lives. If we would follow Him, we must renounce all
personal interests and actually deny ourselves. Our own desires must count for
nothing! Taking up the cross daily implies a recognition that self is, in effect,
dead. Following Christ means that He must lead the way and that we follow Him
- going where He leads and not where we might choose to go.
“That is rather demanding,” someone might object. Yes, it is! In fact, it
demands everything! If we think too much is being asked of us, it only shows
how far we have moved from the terms of New Testament Christianity. We
ought not to question these things. Jesus Christ must not be considered simply
as Saviour; He is to be Lord of our lives! A little later in Luke 9 we read of
some individuals who expressed an interest in following Jesus but said, “Lord,
I will follow Thee... but let me first...” (v.57-61). If Christ is Lord of our lives
we dare not say “me first”! The rich young ruler wanted to follow Christ but
turned away with a sad expression because he loved his possessions more than
he loved the Lord Jesus (Mk.10:17-22). Yes, a disciple is called to surrender
all to Christ.
The apostle Paul who had been dramatically humbled to the dust on the Damascus
road never forgot that life-changing experience. A study of his life as recorded for
us in Holy Scripture reveals one who was entirely
sold-out to Christ. He knew what the Lord expected
of him. In his letter to the Romans Paul explained the amazing truth of the Gospel
and the impact that it should have upon our lives in practical terms. He wrote: “I
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service” (Rom.12:1).
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God has shown tremendous mercy to us in saving us from the eternal punishment
that we deserved. In view of what He has done for us through Christ who gave
Himself willingly to suffer at the cross, it is only “reasonable” that we should
respond by yielding ourselves to Him. Those lives that have been redeemed are no
longer ours! They belong to Him and ought to be presented willingly for Him to
use. In fact, as we have already seen, He wants us to die to self but also to present
our bodies as “living” sacrifices to Him. He has a work for each one of us to do.
A third exhortation (many more could be considered) comes from the writings of
Peter. Like John, Peter at one time had forsaken all to follow Jesus (Mk.1:16-20).
Many years later, as a much older man, Peter wrote of the need for younger
people to “submit” and for all of God’s children to
be “clothed with humility” (1 Pet.5:5). He then
wrote these challenging words: “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time” (1 Pet.5:6). The hand of God is a
loving hand that has been extended in mercy towards us, but let us not forget that
it is also a mighty hand. How weak and insignificant we are before the Almighty!
Like John on Patmos we must humble ourselves at the feet of the Lord to whom
we belong.

A GREAT CHALLENGE
In the late 1800s C.T. Studd gave up a professional career as a cricket
player and became a missionary to China. At the age of 25 he also
gave away a family fortune to support the evangelistic work of
Hudson Taylor, George Mueller and others. Some words that he
wrote have inspired many to surrender their lives to Christ. He wrote:
“If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then
sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him.”

no

Really, nothing more needs to be said. If we know anything about the mercy and
love of God we should gladly surrender our lives to Him. To do anything less is to
be dishonest.

All to Jesus I surrender,
All to Him I freely give;
I will ever love and trust Him,
In His presence daily live.
I surrender all, I surrender all;
All to Thee, my blessed Saviour,
I surrender all.
J.W. Van de Venter
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by Martin Girard

“

“Are you looking forward to the Rapture?”

Just suppose an interviewer raised that question with a hundred truly born-again
believers selected at random. It is more than likely that three different responses
would emerge. There will be those who reply, “What Rapture? I don’t know what
you are talking about. I’ve never heard it mentioned in my church.” Others may
say, “The Rapture? Oh, you’re not one of those freakish people who believe that,
are you?” Then there will be those who respond, “Yes I’m looking forward to it,
and many signs make me feel it can’t be very far off.”
What is meant when people speak of the Rapture - and why can it be such a
contentious subject? In this article we are going to see what the expression means
and attempt to discover why such differing responses may be heard when a
question like the one above is raised.
First, it must be stated that the expression “the Rapture” is not found in the Bible though its meaning is certainly there. It is an expression that is closely connected
with the coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ. In 1 Thessalonians 4:17 Paul
writes of those who are “alive and remain” being “caught up together with them
[i.e. the believing dead who have been raised] in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air.” Notice the expression caught up together which Paul uses in this verse.
Without being too technical, the Greek word used by Paul was translated into
Latin and from thence into the English language as rapture. It means the sudden
snatching away of believers from an evil world to meet the Lord in the air.
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A PROMISE GIVEN
To any careful reader of the New Testament it will be obvious that before the
Lord Jesus Christ left the earth He promised to return. In John 14:3 He spoke of
going from His disciples to prepare a place for them
and of coming again to receive them unto Himself.
No date was specified in the promise - simply that He
would “come again” for them. The following words “that where I am, there ye
may be also” make it clear that the Lord Jesus was not speaking of reappearing to
the disciples after His resurrection. The promise is clearly connected with the
“Father’s house” (v.2) and concerns bringing His disciples there.
Not long after making the promise, the Lord Jesus ascended to heaven before the
wondering gaze of His disciples. As He disappeared from view an angel appeared
with the message, “This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). He
would return: a clear promise remained in the minds of those first disciples.
From the beginning of the Church Age (Pentecost) the coming again of the Lord
Jesus Christ has been an important doctrine and a vital hope.
The Apostle Paul spent a short time in Thessalonica preaching
the gospel and establishing a church there and made known to the new believers
that their Saviour would return “from heaven” (1 Thess.1:10). The closing words
of the Bible also confirm the promise made by the Lord that He will come again to which His people respond, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev.22:20).
Why, then, does the question raised at the beginning of this article produce such
different responses from born-again believers? It is not too difficult to draw a
conclusion. In some churches the return of the Lord Jesus is rarely mentioned and certainly never taught in detail. Others know and believe that the Lord will
come again but have a different understanding of how it will all take place.

IN TWO PARTS
One thing that many overlook is that there are two different aspects to the second
coming of Christ. The same, by the way, was true of His first coming. Prophecies
in the Old Testament anticipated the Messiah “coming” to Bethlehem
and also to Jerusalem. How could both be true? With hindsight we
can understand perfectly that His birth was in Bethlehem and was
very much a “private” affair witnessed by very few, while His entry
into Jerusalem on a colt years later was a very “public” event before an
enthusiastic crowd. In His second coming, something parallel can be traced. The
New Testament speaks of the return of Christ being unexpected (which is why the
Lord taught the need to watch) and yet “every eye shall see Him” (Rev.1:7) -
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without any mention of having to watch. How can such apparent contradictions be
explained? Put simply, there will be two parts to the return of Christ. First He will
come to the air, and then He will come to earth. His coming in the air will be “in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor.15:52) while His coming to earth
will be in a display of power and great glory (Mt.24:30). Clearly this cannot all
take place at the same moment. The only way to harmonize these and many other
Scriptures is to realize that the Lord will come into the air for His own and then
will return from heaven with His own. Both things cannot take place at exactly
the same moment.

THE RAPTURE SCRIPTURE
The main passage of Scripture dealing with the Rapture is 1 Thessalonians 4:1318. To comfort these recent converts who were distressed because of the death of
believing loved-ones, Paul pointed them to the coming of the Lord.
“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (v.16-17).
At the moment Christ comes, the Church Age will end. The events described here
will take place in a split second, as we learn from 1 Corinthians 15:51-52. In this
passage we are told that not all shall “sleep” (i.e. die) but all believers shall “be
changed” instantaneously. It is important to notice
that this was “a mystery” - something that had not
been revealed before in Scripture (1 Cor.15:51). We must therefore not expect to
read about this in the Old Testament - although there were two men of God who
fulfilled this in figure: Enoch and Elijah were both taken up into the Lord’s
presence without experiencing death (Gen.5:24; 2 Kings 2:11).
This event could happen at any moment. Certain conditions do not need to be
fulfilled first. The Lord Jesus made it clear that it is vital to be ready because we
do not know when He will return (Mk.13:35-37).

WHY THE DISAGREEMENT?
Perhaps at this point we should ask why some folk pour scorn upon the idea of the
Rapture. Do they not believe in the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ? Yes,
they do, but they lump everything together. Some picture the Lord coming from
heaven into the air, catching up His redeemed people and then returning at once
with them to the earth. Of course, this could be concluded from Scripture, but it
fails to bring one significant matter into consideration: Israel. God has not
finished with that nation. Although He is not dealing directly with them at this
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particular time, many Old Testament prophecies await fulfilment. In Daniel 9:2427 we read of a very specific period of seventy “sevens” relating to Israel. The
last of those “sevens” has not yet been fulfilled - an extremely
significant seven-year period time that is mentioned elsewhere
in Scripture. Piecing it all together we can see that a time of
terrible suffering awaits that nation, but it will be curtailed by the return of their
Messiah whom they shall see (Zech.12:9-10) when “His feet shall stand in that
day upon the mount of Olives” (Zech.14:4). There is no good reason to
“spiritualize” such verses and deprive them of their literal meaning.
The Church Age is a period of time when God is calling from this world a
heavenly people described as “the bride of Christ”. Failing to distinguish
between this heavenly people and the earthly people of Israel leads to
confusion. Israel and the Church are separate entities. When the Church is
complete and all who are going to make up the number of the redeemed have
been gathered in, the Lord Jesus will come to receive His people whom He
will take to their heavenly home. Believers will then stand before the
judgment seat of Christ that their lives of service may be evaluated before
sharing the joy of the marriage supper of the Lamb (2 Cor.5:10; Rev.19:6-9).
Many today simply fail to discern these differences because their theological
training has taught them to think in a certain way. The views of Augustine of
Hippo prevail in many institutions of learning, and consequently a literal
interpretation of prophecy is rejected. Knowing only too
well that people with quirky ideas exist, these folk reject
whatever appears to contradict with Augustine, making the
assumption that he interpreted every aspect of Scripture
correctly. This accounts for the scorn that is often poured upon
those who teach “the Rapture” and distinguish between the Lord’s coming in the
air followed by His coming to earth. Believers who sit under the teaching of men
trained in theological college therefore usually hear nothing about the Rapture.

A PRACTICAL TRUTH
Christ is coming again! His people are heaven-bound. If the Lord Jesus may
return at any time, we must be ready. Events in the Middle East and in Europe
point to the imminent fulfilment of prophecies - but that is another vast subject
beyond the scope of this article. A discussion of the Rapture should not become a
heated debate, but neither should it be simply an academic exercise. Although
“rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim.2:15) is vital, the knowledge that
Christ is coming at any moment should make us want to live holy lives, so that we
will not be ashamed when He shall appear (1 Jn.3:2-3).
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by Martin Girard

Nostalgia is very much alive today! Museums of transport, vehicle
preservation societies and the enthusiasts themselves will tell you that.
It’s all to do with ensuring that part of our heritage will not be lost.
Aviation museums can be found across the world containing both ancient
machines that once took to the skies as well as the more-familiar ancestors of
today’s sophisticated airliners. The Imperial War Museum at Duxford
Aerodrome, Cambridgeshire, has an impressive display of aircraft. Among the
collection you will find the actual De Havilland Comet 4 which, in its days with
BOAC, gained the distinction of being the first passenger jet to cross the Atlantic
when it flew from New York to London on the 4th October, 1958. The aircraft
was subsequently sold to Dan-Air and used in the developing package holiday
industry that literally “took off” in the 1960s and 70s. (1)
In recent years there has been a lot of interest in preserving
old buses. Many cities have vehicles from a bygone age
preserved in their original liveries. At certain weekends
and on Bank Holidays it is sometimes possible to see these
vintage vehicles making leisurely excursions or heading
for a rally where similar old buses will be found.
Private collectors must not be left out either. Today an
increasing number of individuals have their own classic
cars which take to the roads on summer days or on special
occasions. Memories can be stirred when you discover a
gleaming Hillman Minx (or something very much older)
venturing onto the highway once again.
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WORTH PRESERVING
It takes many hours for a vehicle or a steam locomotive to
be lovingly restored to its original glory. The older we
become, the more we like to look back to something that
we remember from the past. It gives us a feeling of
security. Our outlook seems to be that the old is better. (2)
All this suggests that old things do not lose their appeal - although in each case
subsequent models showed improvements in design. Man is always improving
what he makes, but God is not. “Whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever:
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it.” (3)
Knowing that mankind was separated from Him on account of sin, God sent His
Son into this world to die in our place. The Bible tells us that we must turn from
our sins and “call upon the name of the Lord” (4) in order
to be saved from future punishment. God’s design is very
simple, but when we study it carefully we discover that it
is more profound and wonderful than we could possibly
have imagined it to be. Men have added all kinds of good
works and religious duties to God’s plan of salvation and
by so doing have corrupted the simple message. We cannot improve upon God’s
plan. The terms are His, and salvation is by faith in Christ alone.

STILL THE BEST
Experts appreciate the value of a carefully restored vintage vehicle and admire it.
Similarly, those who have believed the original message of Salvation found in the
Bible rejoice in what God has done. By His power God is still able to change lives
today. He wants to give you a new life and make you the
kind of person you ought to be. If simply and sincerely you
trust Christ as your Saviour, your sins will be forgiven and
you will have peace with God. (5) It is a “vintage” message,
but it still works. There is no other way to be saved. (6)
Why not ask the Lord Jesus Christ to be your Saviour and prove it for yourself?
END NOTES:- (1)Picture courtesy of Cambridge Newspapers Ltd. (2)Luke 5:39.
(3)Ecclesiastes 3:14. (4)Romans 10:13. (5)Romans 5:1. (6)Acts 4:12.
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