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PSALM 100 
A Psalm of praise 

1. Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all 

ye lands.   

2. Serve the LORD with gladness: come 

before His presence with singing.   

3. Know ye that the LORD, He is God: it is 

He that hath made us, and not we 

ourselves; we are His people, and the 

sheep of His pasture.  

4. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

and into His courts with praise: be 

thankful unto Him, and bless His Name.   

5. For the LORD is good; His mercy is 

everlasting; and His truth endureth to all 

generations.  

 

THE OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  (v.1) 
 

 Many hymn books today still contain William Kethe’s composition, written 

almost five hundred years ago, “All people that on earth do 

dwell”.  Traditionally the hymn is sung to the Old Hundredth 

tune which, with its measured tones, serves as a genuinely fitting 

accompaniment for such fine words. Actually the tune’s title is 

derived from the fact that the words of the hymn are a paraphrase 

of Psalm 100.   
 

It is a great thing to be able to sing. Many of us probably wish that we could sing 

far better than we do. However, when we sing to the Lord our singing must come 

from the heart and must be sincere. Although musical styles vary considerably, 

singing to the Lord demands reverence - for God is holy. Role models in the 

world can be unhelpful and misleading. The entertainment world uses music 

today; indeed there is a whole music industry. When we think of the music of 

praise and worship, a distinction needs to be made. While human beings may be 

entertained by music, it is entirely inappropriate to imagine that the Almighty God 

needs such treatment. The world’s music can often be the wrong vehicle to 

employ in the service of worship. Biblical praise is neither shallow nor trite. The 
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themes for our worship are profound and therefore require proper treatment. Yet, 

in spite of all this being true, our praise to God is to be joyful. 
 

The first verse of Psalm 100 invites us to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord”. 

What reasons believers have for being joyful! Guilty, lost, far from God, and 

having no hope, a Redeemer has come to save us. 

Through the work of our Lord Jesus at Calvary our 

sins have been forgiven, we have been cleansed and 

reconciled to God; eternal life is ours, and heaven is our home! Can we be gloomy 

when we think of such things? If our hearts are touched by the wonder of these 

facts, it is only right and proper that we should make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 
 

Another phrase in the verse is worthy of our consideration. All lands, you will 

observe, are encouraged to join in this song of praise. God has His people in every 

country of the world. One day the Church will be complete and sinners saved 

from every tribe and nation will be found before the throne of God singing praise 

unto the Lamb who was slain. What a song that will be! Even now we can begin 

the song that will occupy us eternally. 
 

GLADNESS AND SINGING 
 

Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with 
singing.  (v.2) 
 

The familiar words of Psalm 100 are at the same time both simple and profound. 

They present to us a faith that is truly vibrant. There is nothing listless or half-

hearted about this Psalm. The author expresses something that forms the very 

foundation of his life and exhorts us, his readers, to join him in praise that is real - 

where there is no sham or artificiality. 
 

Serving the Lord is a privilege. In an unregenerate state this is impossible, but 

when the Spirit of God has quickened us and we are born again there is at once a 

new potential. The Psalmist encourages us to serve the Lord.  How can we do 

this? Not in our own strength or through the flesh, for that would be unacceptable 

to a holy God. Service for Him must be rendered in the power of His Spirit.  
 

That service, however, is not to be considered as a duty or done as something 

mechanical. Rather, it is to be undertaken with gladness. It should 

be our greatest joy to serve the Lord - not drudgery. We who have 

been delivered from the bondage of sin, saved through the precious 

blood of Christ, and given an eternal inheritance should not consider 

our service to be a mean and onerous task! It ought to be seen as a wonderful 

privilege to repay - in some very small way - the One who has done so much for 

us. Another Psalm exhorts us to be glad in the LORD, and rejoice (Ps.32:11). 
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Should this seem too demanding, just remember that “the joy of the Lord is your 

strength” (Neh.8:10).  
 

Part of this service, of course, includes worship. The remainder of the verse 

perhaps amplifies the opening statement by inviting us to come before His 

presence with singing. Once again God’s people are pictured as being glad - 

rejoicing in the Lord. It is quite amazing that the God of Heaven would invite us 

to come before Him at all! Nothing but the 

once-for-all sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ 

qualifies us to enter His presence of course, but 

when we are saved He desires that we should be worshippers - and part of this 

“service” includes singing. The whole concept of coming before Him is thus 

joyful and requires appropriate words by which we can express our praise. Surely 

the best words are those that will please Him (not ourselves), and the words that 

must bring Him the greatest pleasure are those that honour His dear Son. It ought 

to be the delight of His people to serve Him in this way, singing His praises 

together with true gladness. 

OUR CREATOR 
 

Know ye that the Lord, He is God; it is He that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves...  (v.3) 
 

During 2009 the attention of people in Britain was drawn on a number of 

occasions to the significance of the year. It was exactly two hundred years 

previously (in 1809) that Charles Darwin was born, and it was in 1859 (150 years 

before 2009) that he published his now-famous book entitled Origin of Species by 

means of Natural Selection. The BBC went to great pains to ensure that the 

importance of these two events would not be missed! Numerous tributes were 

paid to Darwin and to what many consider to be his outstanding work. 
 

Darwin, the British naturalist, developed the concept that living things 

evolve by means of natural selection. His voyage on the HMS Beagle 

to the Pacific and South America enabled him to observe geology and 

natural history and led, ultimately, to the publication of his 

controversial book. Later, in 1871, another book emerged from the 

pen of Darwin, The Descent of Man. Perhaps we can therefore look 

forward to being bombarded with more memories of Darwin in 2021! 
 

It is good to know that a number of trained scientists who are committed 

Christians continue to promote the biblical teaching of Creation and to expose 

some of Darwin’s weaknesses. Darwin did not have the answer to everything and 

did admit from time to time that certain things troubled him. Well known 

examples are the intricacy of the human eye and the beauty of a peacock’s tail. 
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For these, Darwin had no explanation. Indeed, they did not fit into his theories at 

all. Yet today children in school are almost led to worship at the shrine of Darwin, 

and what he proposed as a theory is often taught as if it were an established fact. 
 

Genesis presents a very different scheme of things, for the Bible teaches Creation 

- not natural selection. The Psalmist confirms the account in the first book of the 

Bible when he writes, “For He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it 

stood fast” (Ps.33:9). The beautiful words of Psalm 100 

also give glory to the Creator and put us in our rightful 

place. We are products of divine Creation. Our origin is 

not the result of chance or random forces. If only we would open our eyes and 

look around us, the evidence is all there! An ordered Creation should lead us to 

worship God, our Maker, at His throne. 
 

Someone else who has made a name for himself is Richard Dawkins. This 

champion of the cause of atheism can often be heard promoting his own 

humanistic beliefs and pouring scorn on Bible-believing Christians. We can 

be thankful for John Blanchard and other communicators who have capably 

and patiently answered Richard Dawkins’ many objections.  
 

What can Richard Dawkins’ “god” do? An incident in the Old Testament comes 

to mind. Elijah stood alone on Mount Carmel as he faced the prophets of Baal - 

all 450 of them, as well as another 400 who were supported by the 

wicked Jezebel. How outnumbered he must have felt! Yet, after all 

their fruitless efforts to produce fire and their frenzied but vain 

antics, “the fire of the LORD fell,” and all the people fell prostrate 

declaring, “The LORD, He is the God!” (1 Kings 18:38-39). The 

writer of Psalm 100 wants us to know that the Lord is God. Let there be no doubt 

about this fact! Today (as throughout human history) many gods are worshipped 

and foolish ecumenical projects seek to unite Christianity with the major world 

religions. Syncretism is at work on many fronts. The real Christian faith stands 

alone and apart from all such efforts. The one true God is the Lord. Indeed, He is 

the true and living God who is Sovereign over all and blessed for evermore. 

Richard Dawkins, and many like him, will in their blind obstinacy be forced to 

acknowledge Him one day. 
 

According to the teaching of the Bible, this God has “made us”. This is not 

something that we can dismiss as the language of poetry simply because this 

statement is found in a Psalm. The early chapters 

of Genesis present literal fact and describe how 

God on the sixth day “formed man of the dust of 

the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life” (Gen.2:7). The 

Psalmist is simply reiterating something plainly taught in Scripture. Evolution 
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cannot explain the origin of mankind. The complexity of the human body 

demands an all-wise Creator. We have been fashioned by His hand. Deny this, 

and you deprive God of the glory that is due to His Name. Facing rank unbelief 

and vitriolic opposition to the Christian faith today, we must continue to patiently 

and unashamedly make known the teaching of God’s Word, giving glory to the 

Creator.   

PEOPLE = SHEEP 
 

We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. (v.3) 
 

In this beautiful Psalm there is a persistent note of praise. Joy, thanksgiving, and 

singing characterize the entrance of worshippers into the presence of God, our 

Creator. But it is at the centre of this psalm that the reason for this glad spirit can 

be discovered: it is all because of a relationship. 
 

The Lord is our Maker. The theory of evolution can therefore be easily dismissed. 

Life’s meaning is more than the survival of the fittest! Surely it is impossible to 

believe in evolution and be a Christian at the same time. Revelation 4:11 ascribes 

glory and honour to the Lord who “created all things” and 

makes clear that “for Thy pleasure they are and were 

created”. The God who made man stooped to redeem His fallen creature - not 

some chance product of blind evolution. The Lord Jesus came as “the second 

man” (according to 1 Corinthians 15:47) to restore man to God, so that those who 

believe might bear His own image. So many cardinal doctrines of Scripture have 

to be ditched in order to preserve the basis for evolution. 
 

Believing in Creation is no hardship. The consistent teaching of the Bible is that 

those who recognize God are “His people”. Evolution can offer no such 

relationship. How thrilling these words are! “We are His people.”  We belong to 

Him. We own His authority over us. We are also 

“the sheep of His pasture”. As His sheep, we are 

not left alone to fend for ourselves. We have a 

Shepherd who loves and cares for us. Our Lord 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who gave His life for 

the sheep (Jn.10:11). He came into the world for 

that very purpose - to die on the cross for our sins. 

When we have turned from sin and trusted Him as Saviour and Lord we discover 

that we have an ever-living Shepherd who knows our every need. We are 

members of His flock who can enjoy His pasture. 
 

In the same way that sheep in the natural realm need the green grass, so Christian 

believers have been created to enjoy the Lord’s pasture.  Those pastures are to be 

found in His Word. We need to live there, to feed upon those unfailing promises 
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and to build ourselves up in our most holy faith. He provides the pasture; we must 

simply avail ourselves of it. As we think of our Great Shepherd who is ever-

present and of the blessings that are ours through being in His flock, we can 

clearly understand why our hearts should be thankful as we come before Him. 
 

ENTER IN... 
 

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with 
praise.... (v.4) 
 

All through the Bible there are many invitations from God Himself. Both in the 

Old Testament and in the New Testament we are invited to 

“come” to God, (Gen.7:1; Rev.22:17). Not only are we invited 

to approach, but we are encouraged to draw near to Him. The 

question might well be asked - How do we approach Him? 
 

An answer to this question is found in the beautiful words of Psalm 100 

which invite us to enter His gates with thanksgiving and to approach His 

courts with praise. In what spirit should we draw near to Him? With 

thanksgiving and with praise: these features should characterize the child of 

God. Not with complaint, reservation, or heaviness - but with gladness!  
 

Obviously the gates precede the courts.  We must first come through the gates in 

order to reach those courts. Pondering such terms our thoughts must surely be 

directed to the Lord Jesus. He is “the door of the sheep” (Jn.10:7), and the only 

means of approach to the Father (Jn.14:6). There is no other 

way to draw near to God than by sacrifice, and the Lord 

Jesus who gave His life for us is that means of approach. 

Surely, when we think of what He has done to enable us to 

draw near, we should enter those gates with thanksgiving. 

So many Scriptures instruct us to give thanks unto the Lord. It should be in a 

spirit of thankfulness therefore that we approach - the very word thanksgiving 

reminding us that thanks is something right and proper for us to give to the Lord.  
 

However, not only are we to enter the gates but we are also to come into His 

courts. If thanksgiving should be heard at the gates, then praise should resound in 

His courts. The Psalm relates specifically to Old Testament 

worship at the Tabernacle, but it has its present-day 

counterpart in Hebrews where we are invited to enter “the 

holiest” through the shed blood of Jesus (Heb.10:19-22). The 

wonderful truth revealed there is that all believers today can enter into His 

presence and worship Him. We can praise the Lord for who He is as well as for 

what He has accomplished for us.  
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One thing only remains - and that is for us to heed the invitation of the 

Psalm, entering His gates in a spirit of thanksgiving and bringing the praises 

of our hearts into His heavenly courts.   
 

THANKFULNESS 
 

.... be thankful unto Him, and bless His Name. (v.4) 
 

Thankfulness seems to be in short supply today. In fact, one of the marks of the 

last days (according to 2 Timothy 3:2) is that men and women will be 

unthankful. Perhaps this fact furnishes us with a little more evidence that those 

last days are upon us. Thankfulness is closely related to 

contentment. Where there is contentment, a spirit of thankfulness 

can thrive; where it is lacking, thankfulness disappears.  
 

The Scriptures encourage us to be content with the things that we have (Heb.13:5) 

and to be thankful (Col.3:15). The materialistic spirit that abounds today is the 

opposite of contentment. Rather than being told to be content with what we have, 

we are encouraged to do better, to have more, to change what we have for 

something newer or more fashionable, and to seek to 

impress those around us with our possessions. God’s 

Word teaches the reverse. Being content with the things 

that we have, the Bible exhorts us to be a thankful people. The Lord has done 

great things for us. Consider for a moment the wonders of His salvation, the 

blessings of heaven that He showers freely upon us day by day, and His unfailing 

care. We have His presence promised and are assured of strength for each day. 

Can we not be content with that? Let us be thankful for what we have and not be 

full of complaints for what we do not have! 
 

Not only are we to be thankful, however, but we are to be thankful unto Him. God 

wants us to recognize the source of our many blessings. He wants us to lift up our 

eyes and acknowledge where they have come from. God is the Giver of every 

good and perfect gift. A thankful spirit must be cultivated so 

that there is a quiet trust in Him and a constant appreciation 

of His blessings.  But it must not stop there. We are also 

taught, in the above text, to bless His Name. This is an 

expressed response from the heart. Contentment will produce thankfulness - and 

this must be expressed in praise. Bless His Name! Give thanks unto the Lord, for 

He is good! His mercies are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness! That 

Name we bless is none other than the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ - the 

Saviour, the fairest among ten thousand. He is altogether lovely. The people of 

God must stand apart from the complaining society that surrounds them. Surely 

we have every reason to be thankful and to bless the Name of the Lord. 
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RECOGNIZING THE GOODNESS OF GOD 
 

For the LORD is good.... (v.5) 
 

In bringing Psalm 100 to its close, the writer reminds us of a fact that is taught 

consistently throughout Scripture. Why should God’s people 

come through the gates leading into His presence with 

thanksgiving? Why should they enter into His courts with 

praise upon their lips? Why should they “be thankful unto 

Him” and want to bless His Name? The simple answer is that 

the Lord is good. 
 

Man today is always ready to question the goodness of God. What about the 

wars, the famines, the earthquakes, the hurricanes and all kinds of things 

that have caused widespread destruction? Millions have perished, seemingly 

innocent people have suffered and died, and dictators have instigated 

ruthless reigns of terror. How, the critics ask, can a God who is good allow 

such things to happen?  
 

Reasoning of this kind is, of course, nothing new. You can find it at the very 

beginning of human history. In Eden’s perfect environment Satan approached our 

original parents casting the aspersion that God was not good. Adam and Eve, it 

would seem, were content with their lives. The one 

restriction placed upon them did not spoil their enjoyment of 

that delightful garden. The enemy of their souls, however, 

soon portrayed things very differently. After sowing doubt in 

their minds, he soon denied the very Word of God and presented their Creator as 

One who was out to spoil their pleasure by withholding something worthwhile 

from them. The consequences of his subtle approach hardly need repeating.  
 

Blame for mankind’s current misery and for the apparent inequalities of life is 

still being wrongly apportioned. A God who is good cannot be responsible for the 

atrocities committed by sinful men! 

The Scriptures assure us that “the 

LORD is good to all: and His tender 

mercies are over all His works” (Ps.145:9). He has provided sufficient food - but 

man, in his greed and for political ends, has failed to ensure a fair distribution of 

those resources. God is not willing that any should perish (2 Pet.3:9) and has 

provided eternal salvation for all who will in repentance and faith call upon the 

Name of the Lord. Indeed, it is the goodness of God that leads sinners to 

repentance (Rom.2:4). All over the world those who are saved can make a joyful 

noise unto the Lord and can serve Him with gladness for this one surpassing 

reason - that God is good.      
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MERCY AND TRUTH 
 

His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth to all 
generations.  (v.5) 
 

In Psalm 85:10 we discover that mercy and truth have met together. The most 

memorable encounter between the two surely was at Calvary when the Lord Jesus 

died. These two qualities are also linked in the closing words of Psalm 100 where 

the permanent nature of each virtue is stressed. 
 

It was William Shakespeare who said that the quality of mercy is not strained. In 

The Merchant of Venice he likened it to the dropping of “the gentle rain from 

heaven”. How aptly this describes God’s mercy! It is freely 

available to all, and there is nothing “strained” about it. Think of 

the time when the Lord Jesus was on earth and of those who 

appealed to Him for help. A blind beggar at the roadside who 

cried out for mercy found his need supplied. According to Psalm 

103:8, God is merciful, gracious and slow to anger. In Eden God 

- in mercy - spared Adam and Eve the instant death that He 

could have meted out upon them.  
 

Throughout human history that abundant mercy has been displayed. The 

proof that it is everlasting will be evident when the saved of earth praise Him 

in heaven, beyond the bounds of time, for His love and forgiveness. 
 

Not only is God’s mercy a quality that is permanent, but His truth is also seen to 

be enduring. Nowadays truth is perceived to be relative and conditional, subject to 

change according to its context and circumstances. What was “true” at one time 

may therefore no longer be true because society’s views have changed. God’s 

standards are not subject to any such alteration. 

What has been true in His mind will remain true - 

for ever. The source of those standards, as far as we 

are concerned, is His holy Word. Contained in it are 

truths that have remained unaltered since the time His Word was written.  
 

The year 2011 marked the 400th anniversary of the publishing of the 

King James (Authorized) Version of the Bible, and the truths read by 

those who first received that pristine translation remain the same. 

If God’s Word was subject to change, what confusion there 

would be! No, just as His mercy is everlasting, so His truth remains 

the same. We should be truly grateful that this is so. If God was like 

fickle man, we could not be sure of anything. When one year passes and another 

commences, we can praise God again for that most wonderful possession, His 
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precious Word, which remains unchanging. It cannot be destroyed and will 

endure for ever. Our task is to pass its truths on to the next generation. 
 

CENTENARY PSALM 

Psalm 100 occupies a significant place in the Word of God. With our 

time-consciousness, we are very aware of passing decades as well as the 

advent of a centenary. The dawning of a new century suggests the 

closing of one volume and the opening of another. Against this 

background, Psalm 100 presents something unchanging. In the 

closing verse of his ancient hymn, William Kethe wrote: 
 

For why? the Lord our God is good: 
His mercy is for ever sure; 

His truth at all times firmly stood, 
And shall from age to age endure. 

 

Yes, God’s truth is as enduring as Himself. It presents us with a reliable 

foundation upon which to build. But His mercy is another certain quality upon 

which we rest. These boundless resources are the basis of our praise. With a glad 

heart and a “cheerful voice” His people should approach Him with their sacrifice 

of pure and genuine praise. The gates are open today for us to enter gladly into 

His courts so that we might give Him the praise that He is so worthy to receive. 
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