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The righteous is taken away from the evil to come. 
 (Isaiah 57:1) 

  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

by Martin Girard 

 

 

 

The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful 
men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away 
from the evil to come. He shall enter into peace...      (Isaiah 57:1-2) 
 

There is an interesting thought that can be pursued from the opening verses of 

Isaiah 57. The prophet was living at a time when God’s people were characterized 

by ungodly, unrighteous and idolatrous behaviour. Their spiritual leaders were 

blind and unfit for the sacred responsibilities they had. Lacking understanding of 

what was happening before their very eyes, they had become complacent and 

lethargic. Although the people were going through the motions of religion 

outwardly, the inward reality had simply disappeared.  
 

This is something that can easily happen. The Lord Jesus often confronted the 

religious leaders of His day who professed to be faithfully serving God. He could 

see that their religion had become nothing more than a formality and lacked the 

real heart that God was looking for. It was just a facade. In Isaiah’s day, 

corruption had spread through society, and idolatry prevailed across the land.  

God was taken from granted and His blessing expected, but in reality those 

professing to be His people were far from Him. 
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HAVE YOU NOT NOTICED? 

An important lesson was not being grasped by Isaiah’s fellow-countrymen, and 

the prophet had to declare that no man was laying it to heart or coming to terms 

with it. What did they fail to see? We are told that the righteous were perishing 

and the merciful were being taken away. Were the righteous 

really perishing? Being “lost” while in their righteousness 

would contradict other Scriptures and cannot be what is meant. 

In fact, the remainder of the verse makes plain what had to be 

understood. The righteous were not missing out or losing what 

God had given them. Along with the merciful, they were being removed from a 

corrupt society and taken somewhere better! They were being delivered from the 

judgment to come and had entered into peace (v.2).  
 

Isaiah’s listeners had not grasped the fact that the departed had a great 

advantage over the others. Those who remained would face the judgment of 

a holy God if they did not repent. 
 

WHERE ARE THE RIGHTEOUS TODAY? 

We can apply the words the righteous perisheth to the age in which we live. Is it 

not true that righteous people are disappearing from society? At one time - not too 

long ago - a far greater proportion of people in Britain were God-fearing, and the 

Lord’s Day was respected. Numbers attending church services were higher than 

today, and many Sunday Schools were flourishing. Even if people were not 

Christians themselves, Christianity was usually given some respect. Today, true 

Christian believers who seek to live by the standards of the Bible are in a minority 

and face an ever-increasing and fierce opposition from a politically-correct 

society that is blatantly anti-Christian.  
 

Many of us can probably remember with affection godly believers whom the Lord 

has removed - some taken in illness before they might have expected to die. 

While we miss them greatly, to wish them back would be 

wrong. They have entered into peace, and are spared all the 

unpleasantness of life down here. If we could bring them 

back, many of them would be appalled at the frightening 

moral deterioration that there has been since their day. No, 

we would not want them to experience the ungodly conditions that prevail today. 
 

All those who have been made righteous through the work of Christ and 

have departed from this scene are in the immediate presence of the Lord - 

enjoying His peace. We who love the Lord and are still here on earth can 

look forward by His grace to the moment when He will call us to our eternal 

Home as well.  
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by Martin Girard 

 

There is only one person in the Old Testament with the name of Haggai. His 

name means festive or festal - suggesting that perhaps his birth coincided with a 

Jewish festival day. He was born during the time of Israel’s captivity in Babylon 

and is mentioned by Ezra as a contemporary in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14. 
 

Haggai was one of the first of the captives to return to Jerusalem from Babylon, 

along with Zerubbabel. He wrote “in the second year of Darius the king” (1:1) 

which was 520BC. Haggai was also a contemporary of the prophet Zechariah who 

began his ministry at precisely the same time (Zech.1:1). However, Haggai’s 

prophetic ministry (as recorded) is very brief, lasting just four months. 
 

BACKGROUND 

Although the Babylonian captivity was foretold, it would be limited to a period of 

70 years. It ended when King Cyrus of Persia defeated Babylon and encouraged 

the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their temple. Although things started 

well, the rebuilding work soon came to an end because of opposition from 

enemies (the Samaritans) and a lack of resolve on the part of the builders. 

Coupled with an inadequate faith in God, the work remained in abeyance until the 

second year of the reign of Darius (Ezra 4:24).  
 

Those who had returned to Jerusalem had become acclimatized to Babylonian 

culture and found life in Judah was tough. It was no fun having to work the flinty 

soil for crops while quarrying stones for the temple. The presence of enemies 

necessitated guards being on duty 24 hours a day. 

This was nothing like the romantic picture of the 

Promised Land that had been in their minds!  
 

God spoke to them during this time when the rebuilding of the temple was 

neglected by giving them poor harvests, little income and many 

discouragements. For about 16 years no progress was made on the temple 

project until Haggai appeared on the scene with his powerful message. 

Although the temple foundations were overgrown and neglected, the people 

had somehow managed to work on their own homes - and this was not right!  
 

THE FIRST MESSAGE 

The book of Haggai actually contains four messages - one found in the first and 

the remaining three in the second chapter. The prophet’s first message is a kind of 
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review in which he explains present circumstances in the light of past events. It 

was time for the people to consider their ways. God’s chastening hand had been 

experienced because their priorities were all wrong and His house was neglected. 

This accounted for the poor harvests, the general dissatisfaction, and the rampant 

inflation in the economy (1:6). “Consider your ways!” the prophet cried (1:7). It 

was time to climb the mountains for timber and to get on with the work! By their 

application to the task God would be glorified (1:8).           
 

The response to Haggai’s preaching was almost immediate. The Lord worked 

in the hearts of Zerubbabel (the civic leader) and the high priest Joshua (the 

religious leader) and in the hearts of the people generally. Sensing their failure 

“they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God” 

(1:14) - just 23 days after Haggai had preached his stirring message.  
 

THREE MORE MESSAGES 

Haggai’s second message was given during the Feast of Tabernacles, about seven 

weeks after the first (2:1). Its tone is quite different from the earlier one and looks 

from the present into the future rather than simply looking back. While the temple 

was a shadow of its former glory, it was destined to be filled with a greater glory 

than had been known before (2:3,7,9). The Lord promised His strength for the 

workers (2:4) as well as all the necessary resources for the project (2:8). He would 

also give peace in the place where currently things seemed so insecure (2:9). 
 

About two months later Haggai preached his third message (2:10). It was 

a significant day because the Lord declared that “from this day” He 

would bless His people (2:19). A further brief message was also 

given on that same day. In a time of seismic judgment 

upon the nations He would bless His chosen servant 

Zerubbabel (2:21-23). 
 

STILL A MESSAGE THERE 
 

Abiding lessons remain from Haggai’s short book. In every age it is vital 

to give priority to God’s interests rather than our own. Procrastination 

can simply be a mask for unwillingness (1:2). We must also consider our 

ways before the Lord (1:5). The Lord blesses an obedient people and 

assures them of His presence (1:13; 2:4).  
 

Messianic themes can be traced too. Zerubbabel (in 2:23) is a picture of the Lord 

Jesus Christ - “the Desire of all nations” (2:7) who one day will return to establish 

peace in Jerusalem (2:9). When other kingdoms have been shaken, His kingdom 

will be established for ever. 
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DDDAAAYYY   OOOFFF   DDDEEELLLIIIGGGHHHTTT   
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Martin Girard 

 

 

 

Call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD...,  
 (Isaiah 58:13). 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The opening verses of Isaiah 58 reveal a problem that faced the people of Israel. 

Something was wrong in society, and they claimed to be unaware of what it was. 

They resembled a nation that was righteous and that delighted in following their 

God - even fasting at times - yet somehow they sensed that God was not blessing 

them. What was the matter?   
 

Responding to the call of God, Isaiah brought the answer. This was no time for 

pussyfooting! The people of Israel needed to see their sin (v.1). Their fasting had 

achieved nothing and brought no pleasure to God because they had been intent on 

satisfying their own desires (v.3). Not until they obeyed the requirements of their 

God would they know His blessing and the glory of His presence (v.8). If the 

action that God called for was taken, their prayers would be answered, their 

testimony would shine brightly, the Lord would guide them continually, and their 

soul would resemble a beautiful watered garden (v.9-11). However, they could 

not expect the blessing of God while the Sabbath remained a day for their own 

pleasures and pursuits. 

WWWHHHIIICCCHHH DAY IS IT? 

The people of Israel observed the Sabbath, as instructed by God. However, in the 

New Testament we find the early Christians meeting regularly on “the first day of 

the week.” This was the day that Jesus rose from the dead. In early New 
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Testament times Sunday was a normal weekday, so it would seem that meetings 

of the fledgling Church took place in the evening. (Acts 20:7 bears this out.)  As 

the centuries passed and the influence of the gospel spread, Sunday became a non-

working day in many countries of the western world and became a day that was 

different from the others. In Britain we have this heritage - a day set apart for the 

pursuit of the Lord’s interests with times when His people can meet together to 

worship Him or to engage in service.  
 

WWWHHHOOOSSSEEE DAY IS IT? 

This situation surely provides food for thought. The people of Isaiah’s day were 

making the mistake that is so common among professing Christians 

now. We are too ready to set our own agenda, seek our own 

pleasure, and somehow still expect God to bless us. In recent 

years we have witnessed the secularization of Sunday - and 

(to add insult to injury) sadly many who profess to love the 

Lord have gone along with the flow. The distinctiveness of the Lord’s Day in 

Britain has been lost. Sunday is now almost a repeat of Saturday. It is a day for 

shopping, catching up on jobs at home, going out for the day, watching football 

matches, or engaging in sport. Realizing that there is so much competition in the 

secular world, many churches have abandoned a Sunday evening service - feeling 

that is an embarrassment to convene a service when so few people might come 

along. Such an action simply makes it easier to secularize Sunday and legitimize 

the doing of one’s own thing on the Lord’s Day.  
 

Voices of protest will, of course, be raised by some. The plaintive wail, “We are 

not under the Law any more,” and “the keeping of the Sabbath is not taught in the 

New Testament,” are old arguments. Actually, they both miss the point. The 

tragedy is that it suits people to say things like this because it gives 

them licence to do what they want rather than what God wants. 

The idea of “a day of rest” goes back to Creation. It is a 

day to enjoy the things of God rather than being a day for 

pursuing our own interests. Isaiah 58:13 speaks of it 

positively in terms of a holy day, a delight, a day to honour Him. Pleasure has to 

fill the lives of so many on a Sunday for this simple reason: they have very little 

delight in Him.  
 

Something is very wrong indeed if a Sunday dedicated to the Lord becomes a 

kind of “punishment” to an individual. Surely, if we really understood 

Calvary we would want to spend one day in the week pursuing His interests 

and not our own. Perhaps if we honoured the Lord on His Day the Church 

would have a more credible testimony in this ungodly world.  
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by Martin Girard    

 

 

 

 
 

Daniel 5:25  

 

The fact that the Bible has had a tremendous impact upon the development of our 

English language cannot be disputed. In 2011, to mark the 400th anniversary of 

the publication of the Authorized (King James) Version of the Bible in 1611, 

some research was undertaken to investigate the effect that the Bible has had in 

everyday language. Lists were compiled showing just how many figures of 

speech and expressions that we use find their origin in the Bible. Evidence of this 

kind is hardly surprising when we consider that men such as Tennyson, Dickens 

and Daniel Webster all commended the Bible as a book that should be read - for 

its literary merit, if for nothing else. People with Bible knowledge therefore often 

recognize the source of a phrase being used in an everyday way in conversation.    
 

Two such examples can be found in chapter five of Daniel. One 

is “the writing’s on the wall.” We use this expression to 

indicate that there is an ominous sign which cannot be denied. 

In other words, the evidence is plainly there for all to see and 

there will undoubtedly be consequences.  

The other expression is “weighed in the balances” and is found in Daniel 5:27. 

An old pair of scale pans is pictured, with the weight on one side being used to 

balance what has been placed in the other pan. Something or someone is being 

assessed, and they haven’t made it. They have failed the test.   
 

BABYLON 

In the Bible account, Belshazzar (Prince Regent in Babylon while his father, 

Nabonidus, was away) was hosting a feast for a thousand of his lords one fateful 

night in 539BC. Already Babylon was besieged by the Medes, but within Babylon 

there was no undue concern. It was estimated that their supplies could last the 

more than one million inhabitants for the best part of 20 years. The towering walls 
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of Babylon rose to more than 300 feet in height, and chariots three or four abreast 

could ride on those walls which were between 75 and 85 feet thick. Their city was 

impenetrable and was amply supplied with water from the Euphrates. What was 

there to fear? The Babylonian Empire ruled the world, and the Medes outside 

would eventually realize that they were wasting their time and be gone! 

Belshazzar, not content with the party thus far, ordered that vessels taken from the 

temple in Jerusalem years earlier should be brought into the banqueting hall and 

filled with wine. This done, the revelers praised the gods of gold, silver, brass, 

iron, wood and stone (Daniel 5:4).   
 

At that very moment a hand appeared on the wall opposite the lampstand and 

wrote a brief message of four unfamiliar words. To say that Belshazzar was 

terrified would be an understatement; his body reeled in shock and his face turned 

ashen. His nobles were perplexed, and the party was ruined. 

None of his astrologers or wise men could read the writing or 

interpret the message - in spite of being offered promotion in 

the realm. Eventually Daniel was brought in and fearlessly 

revealed the sentence of doom to Belshazzar. Indeed the 

writing was on the wall. The unfamiliar script read: NUMBERED, NUMBERED, 

WEIGHED, SPLIT. Babylon’s rule was over; the Medes had already diverted the 

waters of the Euphrates and within a few hours would be in the city and 

Belshazzar would be dead. He had refused to learn the lessons of history, had not 

humbled himself before God, and was guilty of sacrilege. The message of Daniel 

was profound and divine, and the consequence shows us that God is able to 

remove unrighteous rulers who will not learn and bring in new governments. It is 

a fearful thing to be weighed in God’s balances and to be found wanting.  
 

A TIMELY MESSAGE 
 

The Word of God is remarkably up to date. Situations that arose in past centuries 

have a way of reappearing in our day. The early chapters of Isaiah also make 

extremely relevant reading for us now and none less than the statement found in 

Isaiah 3:9:  
 

They declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. 
 

Isaiah was addressing a nation that had forgotten the Lord. In spite of all His 

loving care and kindness towards them, there was a blatant indifference in society. 

Animals were behaving better than human beings! The oxen knew their owners 

and where their food came from. They would respond in their own way and show 

a recognition that was totally lacking among God’s people. While domesticated 

animals might eat out of the owner’s hand and show some limited affection or 

relationship, the Lord’s own people had retreated from Him and were living in 
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utter ignorance of His providential care. They failed to consider the prophet’s 

analogy, were rebellious, sick, and corrupt, and were provoking the Holy One of 

Israel to anger. The opening verses of Isaiah 1 present this heart-breaking scene.    
 

Alarmingly, God addressed the leaders of the nation as rulers of Sodom 

(Isa.1:10). Jerusalem was ruined, and God had been provoked by a people whose 

doings were “against the Lord” (Isa.3:8). Without a trace of shame, they were 

brazenly declaring their sin as openly and as proudly as Sodom - the city that was 

eventually destroyed by fire and brimstone.   
 

Here lies the similarity: the days of Sodom are with us now. Behaviour that in 

the middle of the last century was still criminal has become accepted and normal. 

The “Gay Pride” march that took to the streets of London in 

July 1972 has become an annual event and has since been 

replicated in many other cities across the UK. The word pride 

is not without significance. Those who march are proud to be 

there. They are demonstrating the new society that is being 

built - a society that is thoroughly atheistic in its promotion of evolution and has 

dispensed entirely with the notion of God.    
 

SACRILEGE 
 

In Britain today we have a Prime Minister and a government guilty of 

sacrilege. Like Belshazzar they have taken something sacred - marriage, a 

divine institution - and have defiled it with their high-handed and outrageous 

proposal to make it a same-sex affair. The writing is on the wall for them - 

and it would be foolish to ignore the recent unprecedented weather pattern 

and regard it as unconnected with the moral state of our country.  
 

Surely the devastating floods (pictured in 

Somerset) have been a startling warning from the 

Almighty. Mr. Cameron, like us all, has been 

weighed in God’s balances and found wanting. 

The warnings to our nation could not be clearer. 

It is high time to turn from our wicked ways and 

humbly repent of our guilt.  
 

The Lord Jesus has drawn our attention to the days of Noah and the days of Lot in 

Luke 17:26-30 and has stated “as it was... so shall it be...” Judgment is most 

certainly coming upon our proud and unrepentant nation, but salvation is still 

possible for those who will forsake Sodom and its ways. 
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TTTHHHIIISSS   IIISSS   MMMYYY   SSSTTTOOORRRYYY   
   

   

   
   

           Recalling the life of  
              

                  Alf Millen 
                                                                                                           
                                                                                                           by Martin Girard    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
Alf Millen was well known in the West End of London. He moved to Basingstoke 

where he lived on Melrose Walk, Popley, and cared devotedly for his invalid 

wife. Formerly an actor and a Spiritual Healer, he has a tale to tell. 
 

After my demobilization from the Royal Navy at the end of World After my demobilization from the Royal Navy at the end of World After my demobilization from the Royal Navy at the end of World After my demobilization from the Royal Navy at the end of World 
War 2, I was unsettled. Many things dWar 2, I was unsettled. Many things dWar 2, I was unsettled. Many things dWar 2, I was unsettled. Many things disturbed me, and I had such isturbed me, and I had such isturbed me, and I had such isturbed me, and I had such 
questions as: “Why is the world still full of unrest? Where do I go questions as: “Why is the world still full of unrest? Where do I go questions as: “Why is the world still full of unrest? Where do I go questions as: “Why is the world still full of unrest? Where do I go 
from here?” As I sat making up in preparation for “Madame Louise” from here?” As I sat making up in preparation for “Madame Louise” from here?” As I sat making up in preparation for “Madame Louise” from here?” As I sat making up in preparation for “Madame Louise” ----    
the evening show in which I was appearing at the Garrick Theatre, the evening show in which I was appearing at the Garrick Theatre, the evening show in which I was appearing at the Garrick Theatre, the evening show in which I was appearing at the Garrick Theatre, 
London London London London ---- I happened to say I happened to say I happened to say I happened to say to an actor friend, “Kenneth, do you know  to an actor friend, “Kenneth, do you know  to an actor friend, “Kenneth, do you know  to an actor friend, “Kenneth, do you know 
anything about Spiritualism?” His reply surprised me. “I am a anything about Spiritualism?” His reply surprised me. “I am a anything about Spiritualism?” His reply surprised me. “I am a anything about Spiritualism?” His reply surprised me. “I am a 
Spiritualist,” he said, and after a lengthy conversation he produced Spiritualist,” he said, and after a lengthy conversation he produced Spiritualist,” he said, and after a lengthy conversation he produced Spiritualist,” he said, and after a lengthy conversation he produced 
the “Psychic News” and gave me an address of a “Spiritualist” church the “Psychic News” and gave me an address of a “Spiritualist” church the “Psychic News” and gave me an address of a “Spiritualist” church the “Psychic News” and gave me an address of a “Spiritualist” church 
in my own disin my own disin my own disin my own district of London. trict of London. trict of London. trict of London.     
    

    Let me solemnly warn my readers here against the “Spiritualist” Let me solemnly warn my readers here against the “Spiritualist” Let me solemnly warn my readers here against the “Spiritualist” Let me solemnly warn my readers here against the “Spiritualist” 
Church which is Church which is Church which is Church which is ssssatanically controlled. They use the name of Jesusatanically controlled. They use the name of Jesusatanically controlled. They use the name of Jesusatanically controlled. They use the name of Jesus    
referring to Him as a great Medium and Healer but they do not referring to Him as a great Medium and Healer but they do not referring to Him as a great Medium and Healer but they do not referring to Him as a great Medium and Healer but they do not 
acknowledge that He is God’s only Son who cacknowledge that He is God’s only Son who cacknowledge that He is God’s only Son who cacknowledge that He is God’s only Son who came to be a sacrifice for ame to be a sacrifice for ame to be a sacrifice for ame to be a sacrifice for 
our sins and that through faith in Him alone are we saved.our sins and that through faith in Him alone are we saved.our sins and that through faith in Him alone are we saved.our sins and that through faith in Him alone are we saved.    
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    The service was similar to any Church service, but I know now that The service was similar to any Church service, but I know now that The service was similar to any Church service, but I know now that The service was similar to any Church service, but I know now that 
only hymns and Bible readings fitting to Spiritualist beliefs are only hymns and Bible readings fitting to Spiritualist beliefs are only hymns and Bible readings fitting to Spiritualist beliefs are only hymns and Bible readings fitting to Spiritualist beliefs are 
used. The service concluded with a used. The service concluded with a used. The service concluded with a used. The service concluded with a woman giving clairvoyance. This woman giving clairvoyance. This woman giving clairvoyance. This woman giving clairvoyance. This 

did not interest me until her finger was pointing at me. did not interest me until her finger was pointing at me. did not interest me until her finger was pointing at me. did not interest me until her finger was pointing at me. 
“You, “You, “You, “You, ssssir.”  As if in a dream she told me many things about ir.”  As if in a dream she told me many things about ir.”  As if in a dream she told me many things about ir.”  As if in a dream she told me many things about 
myself; my innermost thoughts, places I had been during the myself; my innermost thoughts, places I had been during the myself; my innermost thoughts, places I had been during the myself; my innermost thoughts, places I had been during the 

war. “Did you know that you are a medium?” she war. “Did you know that you are a medium?” she war. “Did you know that you are a medium?” she war. “Did you know that you are a medium?” she asked. This was asked. This was asked. This was asked. This was 
news to me. “If you developed these mediumistic powers you could be a news to me. “If you developed these mediumistic powers you could be a news to me. “If you developed these mediumistic powers you could be a news to me. “If you developed these mediumistic powers you could be a 
great Medium and Healer.”great Medium and Healer.”great Medium and Healer.”great Medium and Healer.”    
    

I stayed behind that same evening with a group who were sitting for a I stayed behind that same evening with a group who were sitting for a I stayed behind that same evening with a group who were sitting for a I stayed behind that same evening with a group who were sitting for a 
Circle meeting. After being told what to do, I experienced a strange Circle meeting. After being told what to do, I experienced a strange Circle meeting. After being told what to do, I experienced a strange Circle meeting. After being told what to do, I experienced a strange 
feefeefeefeeling of leaving my body and of someone else coming in. ling of leaving my body and of someone else coming in. ling of leaving my body and of someone else coming in. ling of leaving my body and of someone else coming in. 
My breathing became heavier, but before I became controlled My breathing became heavier, but before I became controlled My breathing became heavier, but before I became controlled My breathing became heavier, but before I became controlled 
by this strange change I called out, “Stop! Stop!” and by this strange change I called out, “Stop! Stop!” and by this strange change I called out, “Stop! Stop!” and by this strange change I called out, “Stop! Stop!” and 
stood up. I started to become normal again and stood up. I started to become normal again and stood up. I started to become normal again and stood up. I started to become normal again and 
apparently I had prevented the meeting apparently I had prevented the meeting apparently I had prevented the meeting apparently I had prevented the meeting being a success. Week by week being a success. Week by week being a success. Week by week being a success. Week by week 
I attended the “Spiritualist” Church, Lancaster Gate, I attended the “Spiritualist” Church, Lancaster Gate, I attended the “Spiritualist” Church, Lancaster Gate, I attended the “Spiritualist” Church, Lancaster Gate, and under semiand under semiand under semiand under semi----
trance spoke in various tongues and transfigured into other people trance spoke in various tongues and transfigured into other people trance spoke in various tongues and transfigured into other people trance spoke in various tongues and transfigured into other people 
gone from this world. People came along for healing. I gone from this world. People came along for healing. I gone from this world. People came along for healing. I gone from this world. People came along for healing. I laidlaidlaidlaid hands  hands  hands  hands 
upon them, finding theirupon them, finding theirupon them, finding theirupon them, finding their affected parts without a word being spoken.  affected parts without a word being spoken.  affected parts without a word being spoken.  affected parts without a word being spoken. 
Power seemed to emanate from my hands.Power seemed to emanate from my hands.Power seemed to emanate from my hands.Power seemed to emanate from my hands.    

    

My story would take too long in detailing everything My story would take too long in detailing everything My story would take too long in detailing everything My story would take too long in detailing everything 
which led up to what the Bible calls being converted or which led up to what the Bible calls being converted or which led up to what the Bible calls being converted or which led up to what the Bible calls being converted or 
saved. In common with the vast majority I did not saved. In common with the vast majority I did not saved. In common with the vast majority I did not saved. In common with the vast majority I did not 
understand understand understand understand the Gospel. My mother was brought up in a the Gospel. My mother was brought up in a the Gospel. My mother was brought up in a the Gospel. My mother was brought up in a 

religious home and I had been to Sunday School and various religious home and I had been to Sunday School and various religious home and I had been to Sunday School and various religious home and I had been to Sunday School and various 
churches. I had heard from time to time that I was “lost”, but it had churches. I had heard from time to time that I was “lost”, but it had churches. I had heard from time to time that I was “lost”, but it had churches. I had heard from time to time that I was “lost”, but it had 
little effect upon me. little effect upon me. little effect upon me. little effect upon me. Does this apply to you?Does this apply to you?Does this apply to you?Does this apply to you?    
    

No matter how decent we may think ourNo matter how decent we may think ourNo matter how decent we may think ourNo matter how decent we may think our lives to be, they are not good  lives to be, they are not good  lives to be, they are not good  lives to be, they are not good 
enough for God. Sin is a barrier enough for God. Sin is a barrier enough for God. Sin is a barrier enough for God. Sin is a barrier ---- between ourselves and God. If we are  between ourselves and God. If we are  between ourselves and God. If we are  between ourselves and God. If we are 
not trusting the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation we are lost and not trusting the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation we are lost and not trusting the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation we are lost and not trusting the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation we are lost and 
perishing, and we will be banished from His presence when we die (perishing, and we will be banished from His presence when we die (perishing, and we will be banished from His presence when we die (perishing, and we will be banished from His presence when we die (1 1 1 1 
John 5:12John 5:12John 5:12John 5:12----13).13).13).13).    
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I waI waI waI was brought face to face with the claims of the Lord Jesus in a ten s brought face to face with the claims of the Lord Jesus in a ten s brought face to face with the claims of the Lord Jesus in a ten s brought face to face with the claims of the Lord Jesus in a ten 
day Gospel Campaign at a Mission Hall in Wandsworth. I realized day Gospel Campaign at a Mission Hall in Wandsworth. I realized day Gospel Campaign at a Mission Hall in Wandsworth. I realized day Gospel Campaign at a Mission Hall in Wandsworth. I realized 
that it was for me, a sinner, that He died; my own good works in that it was for me, a sinner, that He died; my own good works in that it was for me, a sinner, that He died; my own good works in that it was for me, a sinner, that He died; my own good works in 
God’s sight were as filthy rags. I needed to acknowledge my sGod’s sight were as filthy rags. I needed to acknowledge my sGod’s sight were as filthy rags. I needed to acknowledge my sGod’s sight were as filthy rags. I needed to acknowledge my sin, turn in, turn in, turn in, turn 
my back on it, and believe that Jesus died for my sins. He bore the my back on it, and believe that Jesus died for my sins. He bore the my back on it, and believe that Jesus died for my sins. He bore the my back on it, and believe that Jesus died for my sins. He bore the 
punishment of my sins so that I might never have to bear it myself. I punishment of my sins so that I might never have to bear it myself. I punishment of my sins so that I might never have to bear it myself. I punishment of my sins so that I might never have to bear it myself. I 
then realized something of the power of Satan in my own life, in the then realized something of the power of Satan in my own life, in the then realized something of the power of Satan in my own life, in the then realized something of the power of Satan in my own life, in the 
“Spiritualist” Church and in all others “Spiritualist” Church and in all others “Spiritualist” Church and in all others “Spiritualist” Church and in all others who do not point to the Lord who do not point to the Lord who do not point to the Lord who do not point to the Lord 
Jesus as the only Saviour. We are warned in Scripture about Jesus as the only Saviour. We are warned in Scripture about Jesus as the only Saviour. We are warned in Scripture about Jesus as the only Saviour. We are warned in Scripture about 
WitWitWitWitcccchcraft, Fortune Telling, Black Magic, Drug Taking, Hypnotism hcraft, Fortune Telling, Black Magic, Drug Taking, Hypnotism hcraft, Fortune Telling, Black Magic, Drug Taking, Hypnotism hcraft, Fortune Telling, Black Magic, Drug Taking, Hypnotism 
(Deuteronomy 18:9(Deuteronomy 18:9(Deuteronomy 18:9(Deuteronomy 18:9----12).12).12).12).    
    

I needed to give up my acting career and dispose of most of I needed to give up my acting career and dispose of most of I needed to give up my acting career and dispose of most of I needed to give up my acting career and dispose of most of 
the things that Ithe things that Ithe things that Ithe things that I valued and loved. They tied me down;  valued and loved. They tied me down;  valued and loved. They tied me down;  valued and loved. They tied me down; 
they were idols which had to go. Fresh contracts started to they were idols which had to go. Fresh contracts started to they were idols which had to go. Fresh contracts started to they were idols which had to go. Fresh contracts started to 
come in, a West End Production, two BBC contracts, two come in, a West End Production, two BBC contracts, two come in, a West End Production, two BBC contracts, two come in, a West End Production, two BBC contracts, two 

film contracts film contracts film contracts film contracts ---- all of which I turned down. Many people have called  all of which I turned down. Many people have called  all of which I turned down. Many people have called  all of which I turned down. Many people have called 
me a fool and maybe you think likeme a fool and maybe you think likeme a fool and maybe you think likeme a fool and maybe you think likewise. My life has not been easy. wise. My life has not been easy. wise. My life has not been easy. wise. My life has not been easy. 
The Devil is real. He has buffeted me and tormented me in real The Devil is real. He has buffeted me and tormented me in real The Devil is real. He has buffeted me and tormented me in real The Devil is real. He has buffeted me and tormented me in real 
nightmares night after night. My house also became haunted. But nightmares night after night. My house also became haunted. But nightmares night after night. My house also became haunted. But nightmares night after night. My house also became haunted. But 
after learning to pray and calling upon Jesus, I could defeat these after learning to pray and calling upon Jesus, I could defeat these after learning to pray and calling upon Jesus, I could defeat these after learning to pray and calling upon Jesus, I could defeat these 
attacks.attacks.attacks.attacks.    
    

I would not changeI would not changeI would not changeI would not change with anyone in the film or theatre world. I could  with anyone in the film or theatre world. I could  with anyone in the film or theatre world. I could  with anyone in the film or theatre world. I could 
write a book on how He delivered me from Spiritismwrite a book on how He delivered me from Spiritismwrite a book on how He delivered me from Spiritismwrite a book on how He delivered me from Spiritism; how in my open ; how in my open ; how in my open ; how in my open 
air witness in the West End and Soho He protected me from the air witness in the West End and Soho He protected me from the air witness in the West End and Soho He protected me from the air witness in the West End and Soho He protected me from the 
underworld of prostitutes and stripunderworld of prostitutes and stripunderworld of prostitutes and stripunderworld of prostitutes and strip----tease clubs, being shot at (but, tease clubs, being shot at (but, tease clubs, being shot at (but, tease clubs, being shot at (but, 
praise praise praise praise God it missed God it missed God it missed God it missed ---- piercing through a plate glass window no more  piercing through a plate glass window no more  piercing through a plate glass window no more  piercing through a plate glass window no more 
than a foot above my head) while preaching in Compton Street. Yes, than a foot above my head) while preaching in Compton Street. Yes, than a foot above my head) while preaching in Compton Street. Yes, than a foot above my head) while preaching in Compton Street. Yes, 
God is real, and His love for us is great.God is real, and His love for us is great.God is real, and His love for us is great.God is real, and His love for us is great.    
    

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever beliwhosoever beliwhosoever beliwhosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. eveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. eveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. eveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that that that that tttthe world through Him might be saved. (John 3:16he world through Him might be saved. (John 3:16he world through Him might be saved. (John 3:16he world through Him might be saved. (John 3:16----17).17).17).17).    
Why not come God’s way? The Lord bless you.Why not come God’s way? The Lord bless you.Why not come God’s way? The Lord bless you.Why not come God’s way? The Lord bless you.                        
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     TTTHHHEEE                              UUUNNNIIIVVVEEERRRSSSAAALLL      

QQQUUUAAALLLIIIFFFIIICCCAAATTTIIIOOONNN   
 
 

by  Martin Girard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSIINNNNEERRSS::    WWHHEERREE  WWEE  AALLLL  QQUUAALLIIFFYY!!  
  
 

Sin is just one word that could hardly be smaller. Yet the consequences could 

hardly be greater. It is a simple word that a child can understand, and yet a 

concept that can engage the minds of the greatest theologians in the most 

profound of debates. Some are shocked by it. Others enjoy it. Some make excuses 

for it. Still others deny its very existence. 
 

What, then, is sin? The Penguin English Dictionary has defined sin as "violation 

of a God-given, religious or moral rule; wickedness; immorality; tendency to 

commit sins; offence." At once we are confronted by religious overtones. It may 

be argued that one must acknowledge the existence of God in order to accept this 

definition. Clearly, if God does not exist, then God-given moral rules do not exist 

either. In all societies, however, moral rules of some kind do exist, although they 

may vary considerably from one society to another. What may be right in one 

place at one particular time may be wrong if you happen to be living in another 

place at another time. From the comfort of our own armchairs we may say that 

this is simply unfortunate, but to the youth who is about to experience a barbaric 

execution for stealing it is grossly unfair. Why could he not have been allowed to 

live in Britain in the twenty-first century and simply face an indulgent judge who 

would dismiss him from the court with nothing to pay for his misdemeanours?  It 
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is not that his theft has become acceptable. The offended party may not possess 

the benevolence of the judge and thus be prepared to turn a blind eye to the 

personal loss experienced. In the mind of the victim (and in the minds of many 

impartial observers too) a wrong has been committed, and the thief ought to be 

punished.  
 

Being responsible for determining our own standards of right and wrong is most 

unsatisfactory. If something was "wrong" a hundred years ago, can it be "right" 

today? Further, if what we consider to be "right" today becomes unacceptable and 

actually "wrong" a hundred years from now, where does this leave us?  "Society 

decides," it may be argued; but if society's views are liable 

to change, punishments may be inflicted when they are not 

necessary or withheld when they are. Something better than 

this is needed: a foundation that does not adapt itself to the 

prevailing mood of the day. Such a foundation is found in the Bible - God's own 

revelation - and it is this book which provides us with a far more satisfactory 

explanation of sin.  

HOW IT ALL BEGAN 

Paul's Epistle to the Romans deals with the existence of sin in the world, its effect, 

its consequences, and its remedy. Central to his argument is the statement: "As by 

one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin" (1). At once we are reminded 

of what took place many years before in the Garden of Eden. 

According to the argument employed by the Apostle Paul, this 

was no mythological garden but a real place where mankind's 

first sin was committed. Adam and Eve were tempted, as 

recorded in Genesis 3. The cunning "serpent" came to Eve and 

persuaded her to disobey her Creator and take the fruit of the 

forbidden tree. She was deceived by him, but her husband was “not deceived” (2). 

Knowingly, he took the fruit his wife gave him and at once experienced a new 

awareness of himself. The deadly reign of sin had begun. Fellowship with their 

God was broken. Hearing the voice of the Lord God, Adam and Eve hid 

themselves from Him among the trees of the garden. They were ashamed.  
 

This incident provides us with a framework for defining sin. It is an act of 

disobedience that involves violating a known commandment. The argument put 

forward by Paul in his Epistle to the Romans is that in some way 

Adam's original sin has affected all of mankind. The perfect 

human being created at the beginning by God was somehow 

marred. Each one of us has been born with a sinful nature. We have a natural 

tendency to do wrong. To verify the truth of this, an honest man might look no 

further than his own children. He did not teach them to be disobedient, to be 
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unkind, to lie, or to take what is not theirs - and yet they do. Instead, he finds that 

he must teach them obedience, kindness, love, and honesty. Actually, they sin 

because they are exactly like him! They have inherited his sinful nature.  
 

The Apostle Paul explains that sin, in its wake, has brought death. In 

spite of all the impressive scientific and medical discoveries that have 

brought great benefit to countless lives, we still age and eventually die. 

Although the average person who died in the year 2000 may have been 

older than the one who died in 1900, the fact remains that death itself has 

not been eradicated. The simple biblical explanation is that it never will 

be until the underlying problem of sin is dealt with, for "the wages of sin 

is death" (3). 
 

IDENTIFYING SIN 

It is the Bible that reveals to us the unchanging standards of a holy God. The Ten 

Commandments given to Israel in the time of Moses outline the 

requirements of this God. He must be worshipped supremely, 

and no other god must rival His position. His name must not be 

taken in vain, and His day must be kept holy. An ordered society 

must be built upon certain unchanging principles. These include 

respect for one's parents and for human life and relationships. 

Murder, adultery, theft, and false witness are all forbidden. Even the desire to 

possess something belonging to someone else is wrong (4). 
 

This last statement reveals that sin has another dimension. The Bible teaches that 

sin is not simply an act committed; it is more. The concept of sin encompasses 

deeds, words, and thoughts as well - for God searches the thoughts and intents of 

the heart (5). Sin is a deadly root existing within the human heart from which sins 

in their multitudinous forms spring forth. Unless the root can 

be dealt with and rendered impotent, the fruit of sin will 

continue to blossom. Does this not explain the reason why 

penal institutions so often fail to improve society? The 

murderer serves his term, is released and reoffends. The act 

of sin was recognized and "punished", but the existence of sin itself within the 

person was not taken into consideration. "The heart is deceitful above all things, 

and desperately wicked," declared Jeremiah (6). Only when the heart is changed 

will the conduct change. 
 

Murder and acts of violence against humanity are sins, but (as has already been 

stated) sin can exist within the mind. An unkind thought, a lustful look, hatred 

harboured in the heart, and pride, are all sins. When this is recognized, we will not 

be surprised to read that "all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (7). 
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The Greek word translated "sin" in the New Testament means to miss the mark. It 

is not difficult to visualize the scene. The target is placed in the open field, and 

one by one with bow in hand the archers shoot their arrows. The requirement is 

that the centre of the target must be hit. Some are unskilled and 

their arrows land nowhere near the target. Others are more 

successful in reaching the goal, and some manage to get very 

near. But if nobody manages to touch the centre of the target 

with the pointed tip of an arrow, then all have failed. So it is with 

God's "target". His standard is perfection. Less, it could not be, 

for God Himself is absolutely holy. Some of us may seem to get much nearer to 

the target than others, but the fact remains that a miss is as good as a mile.  
 

WHERE IT ALL LEADS 

Sadly, sin brings its consequences. The Bible plainly states: "The wages of sin is 

death" (8). Sin brings with it not only physical death but separation from God - a 

kind of spiritual death. Adam and Eve experienced this form of death when they 

sinned. There is also an eternal death to consider, for entrance into God's eternal 

kingdom is impossible for those who are "defiled" and for those who have told 

even one single lie (9). Not only is God holy, demanding perfection, but He is also 

righteous and demands that sin must be punished.  
 

The wonder of the Christian Gospel, however, is that God is also love. He 

has provided a remedy that perfectly satisfies His own holiness and 

righteousness and at the same time demonstrates His own unbounded 

love. God sent His Son "in the likeness of sinful flesh" to deal with the 

problem of sin (10). The Bible also records that "Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners" (11).  
 

Christ did not come possessing "sinful flesh", for if He had, He would have had to 

pay the price for His own sin. His life on earth was perfect: He "did no sin" (12). 

He was not guilty of wrong thoughts: He "knew no sin" (13). The reason for this is 

explained in the statement made by the Apostle John: "In Him is no 

sin" (14). By means of the Virgin Birth, the Son of God entered 

this world without a sinful nature. Its absence was demonstrated 

in the quality of His life. At the age of thirty-three He was led out 

to die upon a Roman cross. He suffered a cruel death at the hands of wicked men - 

but so have many others. The difference with Jesus Christ was that He was a 

"sacrifice for sins" (15). Prior to the moment of His death, there were three hours 

of intense darkness when Almighty God forsook His Son as He was "made...sin 

for us" (16). At the end of this period of suffering Jesus cried with a loud voice: 

"Finished!" (17). The work of atonement was complete. His death had made it 



 18 

possible for sinful man to be reconciled to a holy God. To show His acceptance of 

the work of His Son, God raised Him from the dead on the third day as He had 

said He would. 
 

In simple and yet profound terms the Apostle John deals with the 

problem of sin. "If we say that we have no sin," he declares, "we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (18). That deadly root of sin is to be 

found in every individual. However, "If we confess our sins, [the acts of 

sin that we have committed] He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (19). In case we may wonder 

how God can forgive, John also states: "The blood of Jesus Christ His 

Son cleanseth us from all sin" (20). 
 

HOW TO OVERCOME 

A thoughtful reader may ask "But what happens to sin itself? The death of Christ 

has not eradicated sin completely, has it?" This is absolutely true - but God does 

not leave us helpless. When we confess our sins to God and receive His cleansing, 

He also provides us with the power to overcome sin. The Holy 

Spirit of God has been sent to indwell every one who makes the 

work of Christ their own. Those who believe the message of the 

Christian Gospel are "sealed" with God's Holy Spirit (21). Free 

forgiveness does not give us the licence to carry on living as we please and 

continuing to sin. The Apostle Paul anticipated this argument when he asked, 

"Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?" He then answered his own 

question with a resounding, "God forbid!" (22).  
 

We need reminding in these easy-going days of tolerance that "the unrighteous 

shall not inherit the kingdom of God." Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, 

effeminate, homosexuals, thieves, covetous people, drunkards, 

revilers and extortioners will be excluded for ever from His kingdom 

of righteousness. Yet in the church at Corinth were some who had 

come from these very backgrounds! Former fornicators, 

homosexuals, thieves, and extortioners sat side by side in the 

services. They had acknowledged these practices to be sinful and had renounced 

them. Now they were "washed ... sanctified ... justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (23). A transformation had taken place. They 

had given up their sins and had been forgiven by a holy God. 
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The message of the Gospel has not changed, and God's standards have not 

changed either. Sin, by God's reckoning, merits punishment - and a punishment 

will be meted out one day on all who have not availed themselves of God's own 

most gracious provision. In love God offers us forgiveness through His Son if 

only we will repent of our sins and believe that Christ died for us (24). 

Near the end of the last book in the Bible we have a description of two 

places. Forgiven sinners are seen in a place of bliss praising God for 

His mercy to them, while unforgiven sinners are seen in a place of 

torment from which there is no escape. Neutral ground does not exist. 
 

JUST A LITTLE WORD... 

Sin may be just a little word, but it has enormous repercussions. Who can 

measure the misery it has brought to this world? The fear of going out at 

night, the broken homes, the ruined lives, the wars, the overcrowded 

prisons all reflect one thing - sin. We cannot deny its existence and 

dare not ignore its consequences. It is perhaps significant that in our 

English language the central letter of that little word is "I". One thing 

is at the heart of sin - and that is me. It couldn't be more personal.  
 

In life we often find ourselves excluded from some place or occupation 

because we lack the necessary qualification that would get us there. It 

may be a case of not possessing a visa or of not having passed the 

required examinations. In the matter of sin we all possess the same 

qualification: we are guilty before God (25). But the good news is that we 

may all therefore apply to the Living God for pardon and forgiveness 

because of the all-availing, once-for-all sacrifice of Christ. The Bible 

makes it clear that “whosoever will” may come (26). All who truly repent, 

turn from their sin and place their trust in Christ can be eternally 

forgiven. There is everything to gain - or everything to lose.  

 

END NOTES:-  All Scripture quotations are from the Authorized (King James) Version. 

(1)Romans 5:12;  (2)1 Timothy 2:14;  (3)Romans 6:23;  (4)Exodus 20:1-17;  (5)Hebrews 

4:12-13;  (6)Jeremiah 17:9;  (7)Romans 3:23;  (8)Romans 6:23;  (9)Revelation 21:27;  

(10)Romans 8:3;  (11)1 Timothy 1:15;  (12)1 Peter 2:22;  (13)2 Corinthians 5:21;  (14)1 

John 3:5;  (15)Hebrews 10:12;  (16)2 Corinthians 5:21;  (17)John 19:30;  (18)1 John 1:8;  

(19)1 John 1:9;  (20)1 John 1:7;  (21)Ephesians 1:13;  (22)Romans 6:1-2;  (23)1 

Corinthians 6:9-11;  (24)Acts 17:30-31;  (25)Romans 3:19;  (26)Revelation 22:17. 
 

 

Mark 2:7  


