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Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from 
among the children of men.   (Psalm 12:1)  
                                                                

 
 

Very often the Psalms can express how we feel — and, at the same time, bring a 

timely word of encouragement to our hearts! David, the author of more psalms 

than any other, and the writer of this particular psalm, could indeed have felt at 

one with many of God’s people today. The godless society that he knew only too 

well was very much like the world in which we live. David, like us, was deeply 

concerned by the state of affairs. He felt anything but “at home” with the enemies 

of the Lord. 

ARROGANT LANGUAGE  

The speech of those around him did not go unnoticed. He could detect vanity — 

the empty words of an idol-worshipping people. He was familiar with the 

“doublespeak” that politicians use today to make the truth sound more palatable. 

Carefully chosen words can disguise and distort the truth, or can actually reverse 

the meaning of a statement. The flattering lips that he heard often revealed the 

thinking of a double heart (v.2). Men spoke proud things and refused authority. 

Freedom of speech ruled the day. “We will say what we want,” they boasted, “and 

nobody shall silence us” (v.3-4). All this sounds very familiar indeed as we think 

of blasphemous remarks that are broadcast in the media and of the arrogant rants 

of wicked men. 
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“NO FEAR OF GOD” 

Paul’s summary of the godless In Romans 3 ends with the bold statement that 

there is no fear of God before their eyes (Rom.3:18). We are constantly made 

aware of this fact today. The “fear of God” has generally vanished from society in 

Western Europe. But David knew that God was still on the throne and would 

eventually act on behalf of His suffering people. Those who dare defy the Living 

God will face His awesome judgment and be cut off by Him in His wrath (v.3). 

The day will dawn when the Lord will “arise” from His throne (v.5) and deal 

righteously with those who have dared to flaunt His authority. That day may be 

nearer than we think. Current trends indicate that we are rapidly approaching the 

moment when the Lord Jesus Christ will return to this world. 
 

Our Saviour once asked the question, “When the Son of Man cometh, shall He 

find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). The answer implied is No. The New 

Testament gives us no ground to expect that the Messiah will 

return to a world that will eagerly receive Him. We must not 

imagine great revivals taking place, preparing the way for Christ 

to set up His kingdom in a world that has become increasingly 

ready to welcome Him. Far from it! When He returns, it will be 

to a world in turmoil — seething in its hatred of the Almighty. His coming will be 

to deal in judgment with His enemies and to restore order and righteousness. 
 

WHERE ARE THEY? 

Where are the godly people today? All too often those who hold to the truths of 

Scripture and seek to please God by living holy lives feel that they are a weak, 

intimidated minority. The world is becoming an increasingly unfriendly place for 

the child of God. Added to that, many who use a “Christian” label nowadays 

know nothing of the Christ of Calvary. Their lives blatantly deny Him. The 

“Jesus” they talk about seems to be different from the Son of God revealed in 

Holy Scripture. He appears to be some kind of “cult figure” — rather like a hero.   
 

As we see the ranks of faith growing thinner, we may well cry, “Help, Lord!” 

But if we feel despondent, let us remember that God will help His children. 

We are not left to stand alone. Never forget, too, that one person, with God, is 

a majority.  
 

HHHeeelllppp,,,   LLLOOORRRDDD;;;   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   gggooodddlllyyy   mmmaaannn   ccceeeaaassseeettthhh;;;   

fffooorrr   ttthhheee   fffaaaiiittthhhfffuuulll   fffaaaiiilll   fffrrrooommm   aaammmooonnnggg   ttthhheee   

ccchhhiiillldddrrreeennn   ooofff   mmmeeennn...            
 

Psalm 12:1  
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One day a woman made a thoughtful comment to her husband. A travelling 

prophet had been in the habit of calling at their home in Shunem, in order to break 

his journey, while on the road. Hospitality had been offered to the man, and while 

the woman served his meals and spoke to him, she began to form an opinion of 

his character. Turning to her husband, she remarked, “Behold now, I perceive that 

this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually” (2 Kgs.4:8-9 KJV). 

What led the woman to make this observation? Was there something distinctive 

about Elisha that caused her to regard him as a holy man? How would we 

recognize a “man of God” today?   
 

Some years ago, my wife and I discussed this matter. The Scriptures have much 

to say about godly people. According to the Bible, godliness is a vital 

characteristic that should mark the lives of men and women who serve the Lord. 

We agreed that men and women who are godly are unlikely to be popular in the 

world. Also, not all who profess to believe the gospel can be given the description 

“man (or woman) of God”.  Some people appear to be more Christ-like and have 

a way of radiating His presence. We can perhaps detect something godly in a 

person we meet — but what does the Bible reveal about the person who really 

knows the Lord? 
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TRUE CHARACTER 

Returning to the visitor at Shunem, we discover that Elisha is repeatedly called a 

“man of God” in Scripture. Elijah, his predecessor, was identified as a “man of 

God” by a captain who had been sent to apprehend him (2 Kgs.1:9). If Elisha 

himself had any desire to be a “man of God” as well, he certainly began on a 

positive note by spending time in the company of one who was known to be a 

“man of God” too. During his visits to Shunem, Elisha was called a “man of God” 

on a number of occasions (2 Kgs.4:9,16,21,22). Later, a gift of bread and corn 

was brought to this “man of God” (2 Kgs.4:42). It was “Elisha the man of God” 

(2 Kgs.5:8) who heard of the king’s distress and invited the great Naaman to his 

humble abode.  
 

At least seven years later the woman from Shunem still recognized Elisha as a 

“man of God” (2 Kgs.8:2); and at the end of his life — although sick and 

bedridden — he was still seen to be “the man of God” (2 Kgs.13:14,19). 

How can we account for this? Is there a simple explanation that 

will enable us to understand why, throughout his life, Elisha 

could be described in this way? Perhaps the answer can be 

discovered in 2 Kings 2:9. Just before Elijah (the earlier “man of God”) was 

called into the Lord’s presence, Elisha had requested a double portion of his spirit. 

Could this account for the vision, purpose, and power that marked Elisha’s life?  
 

A FEW OTHERS 

There are just a few others of this kind in the Bible. In 2 Chronicles 25:7 an 

unnamed “man of God” came to Amaziah with a message from the Lord. Another 

is named but remains virtually unknown. How many of us are familiar with 

Igdaliah, who is referred to as “a man of God” in Jeremiah 35:4? David, the 

psalmist, in spite of a life that was not perfect, is described as “the man of God” 

(2 Chr.8:14). A prophet, whom we read of in 1 Kings 13:1 as “a 

man of God”, was still remembered as “the man of 

God” about three hundred years later (2 Kgs.23:16-

17). Like David, he was not a perfect individual. The account of his life in 1 

Kings 13 tells of how he had experienced an untimely death because he had 

disobeyed the Lord. This proves to us that men and women of God have not 

attained sinless perfection. Rather, they are people who have enjoyed close 

fellowship with the Lord, have been His messengers, and have — to some degree 

— represented Him by living godly lives. 
 

With the passing of many centuries, we can look back and recall men and women 

who have been used by God in singular ways. Preachers and servants of the Lord 

who have achieved remarkable things for Him may bear the hallmarks of being 
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true people of God. The Lord has His men and women in each generation. The 

record of their lives can inspire us to be filled with the Holy Spirit and live for the 

glory of God too.  
 

There is, however, one person in the New Testament who is addressed as “man of 

God” and teaches us some important lessons about how we can be people of that 

calibre. His name is Timothy — and at once we realize that he was a younger 

rather than an older person. Some, in fact, had despised his youth (1 Tim.4:12). 

He was somewhat timid by nature and of a fearful disposition — for Paul 

encouraged him to be bold (2 Tim.1:7). He also had some health problems which 

caused Paul to give him medical advice (1 Tim.5:23). In spite of these apparent 

weaknesses, Timothy was a true man of God. In the concluding part of the first 

epistle that he wrote, Paul exhorted Timothy as a “man of God” to do three things. 

He must flee, follow, and fight (1 Tim.6:11-12). 
 

              TO FLEE 

“But thou, O man of God, flee these things …” (1 Tim.6:11). 

This formed the first part of Paul’s exhortation to Timothy. 

What “things” are these to which the apostle is referring? 

Earlier in the chapter Paul had mentioned the wrong doctrines that some were 

teaching. “If any man teach otherwise,” he wrote, “and consent not to wholesome 

words … he is proud, knowing nothing” (v.3—4). Some were doing this very 

thing. The substance of their teaching was unhealthy, spiritually speaking, rather 

than the “wholesome words” that characterized the ministry of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. The four gospels record His teaching in detail. We must often ponder the 

simple and yet profound truths that He taught.  
 

Connected with what He taught is “the doctrine … according to godliness” (v.3). 

Some false teachers preached a kind of “prosperity gospel” and connected gain 

with godliness (v.5). Many today follow this pattern and teach, wrongly, that God 

will bless materially those who fulfil certain conditions. The truth of the matter is 

that “godliness with contentment is great gain” (v.6). What a great thing it is to be 

godly and contented! We must not be deceived by the “prosperity teaching” that 

has snared many gullible souls. Charles Simeon, a preacher of more than a 

hundred years ago, pointed out that the purpose of preaching is to humble the 

sinner, exalt the Saviour, and promote holiness. Paul would have approved of that 

summary. 
 

Not only must wrong doctrine be forsaken. As a man of God, Timothy needed to 

flee from wrong desires. Nobody can argue with the plain fact that “we brought 

nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out” (v.7). It is said 

that before Alexander the Great died he instructed that when his body was taken 
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to its burial his hands should be unwrapped so that everyone could see that they 

were empty. Those who have a strong desire for riches can be snared and 

ultimately destroyed. The love of money is a root from which all kinds of evil can 

develop, bringing “many sorrows” (v.9—10). Wrong desires of a sexual nature 

also need guarding against. We must “flee” from such things too (2 Tim.2:22). 

When Joseph was seduced by Potiphar’s wife, he took the wisest course of action; 

he fled from her presence (Gen.39:12). It is vital that we flee from the things that 

will hinder our spiritual progress. When temptation presents itself, run from it! 
 

However, the man of God must not always be running away! There is a right 

course to follow, and the next exhortation must now be considered. 
 

             TO FOLLOW 

“But thou, O man of God … follow after righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness” (v.11).   

Being righteous means being right, or just. We could never 

make ourselves righteous before a holy God. Only Christ can make us righteous. 

This verse, however, speaks of our conduct before men. The Lord is righteous and 

appreciates righteousness (Ps.11:7). He wants His people to be seen as righteous, 

just, and fair in society. Are we trustworthy and reliable at work? Can godliness 

[God-likeness] be seen in our lives? Our Heavenly Father wants us to display His 

character, being holy as He is. Such things do not come easily. We must “follow 

after” these qualities, asking the Lord Jesus daily to fill us with His Spirit and to 

lead us in the paths of righteousness.  
 

The other four characteristics are all part of the fruit of the Spirit listed in 

Galatians 5:22-23. Faith, or faithfulness, means simply taking God at His Word 

and trusting Him. Without faith we cannot please God, so it is important to 

exercise trust in Him daily. Love was one of the clearest features in the life of the 

Lord Jesus. He has commanded His followers to love one 

another (Jn.13:34). Love is not simply an emotional feeling. In 

Bible terms it involves obeying God’s commandments (Jn.14:15) 

and helping those who are in need (Gal.6:10). Patience literally 

means “abiding under”. The word speaks of endurance under trial and accepting 

whatever God allows without complaint. Meekness is not weakness! The Lord 

Jesus was “meek and lowly in heart” (Mt.11:29) without being weak. Rather, 

think of the strength that He displayed as He fulfilled His purpose and willingly 

went to the cross to die. Meekness means that I will not demand my rights and 

push myself forward ahead of others.  
 

There is a wonderful balance about this teaching. The man of God must not only 

flee from things that are wrong; he must also follow the things that are right. This 
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calls for daily determination to please the Lord. We must look to Him for help. 

There are bound to be distractions and enemies — and this brings us to the final 

part of the exhortation. 
 

            TO FIGHT 

“But thou, O man of God … fight the good fight of faith” 

(v.11-12).   

We must never imagine that the Christian life is an easy-going 

pastime. We are not to be like fish drifting with the current and tide. We are 

engaged in a contest! We must swim against the prevailing godlessness that is all 

around us. The word “fight” speaks not so much of hand-to-hand combat as of 

striving like an athlete who is intent on winning the race. The Greek word used 

here gives us our English word “agonize”. The conditions are demanding. We 

must strive to overcome every spiritual enemy. Like the “runner” of Hebrews 

12:1-2 we must lay aside every weight and move forward in the energy of the 

Spirit of God, looking unto Jesus.  
 

Not only must Timothy take heed of the dangers that faced him. He had also to 

take hold of eternal life (v.12). Although possessing it already, Paul challenged 

Timothy to hold that life in such a way that it would motivate him. He must be 

gripped by the wonder of it and live his life on earth in the 

light of eternity. Like the Lord Jesus who was faithful before 

Pontius Pilate, even though it led Him to die, Timothy must 

“keep this commandment” and continue to live out his “good confession” (v.12—

14). Like every true man of God, he must have before his vision the return of the 

Lord Jesus Christ from heaven (v.14). 
 

THREE THINGS 

Three things had been presented to the man of God by his spiritual mentor. 

Timothy must flee from false teaching and wrong desires; he must follow after 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, and meekness; he must fight the 

good fight of the faith — taking heed to the warnings he had been given and 

taking hold of eternal life. The demands may be great, but we have not been left 

without help. The Holy Scriptures in our possession equip “the man of God” fully 

to undertake every good work (2 Tim.3:16—17). It is a fact that none of us can be 

real men and women of God without valuing the Scriptures and spending time 

learning from them.  
 

The woman of Shunem perceived that Elisha was “a holy man of God” (2 

Kgs.4:9). May the Lord give us the desire to be holy men and women of God 

so that others recognize that there is something different about us too. 
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One of the elementary lessons in the Christian life concerns two vital habits that 

must be cultivated. When someone is led to trust Christ as Saviour, it is very 

likely that they will be given some advice. They may well be told, “In order to 

make progress in your new life you must develop the habit of reading the Bible 

and praying to God daily.” This advice is certainly good. Preachers sometimes 

stress the need to “get back to basics” — meaning that it is vital to have a time of 

fellowship with the Lord every day. It is a fact that progress cannot be expected if 

someone fails to commune with the Lord. But why should we read the Bible?  
 

There are a number of reasons why a time of reading the Bible regularly is 

important. In this article we shall look at four of them — though others could be 

considered. 

                    MEETING THE LORD 

We shall begin with what is perhaps the most important reason. 

Reading the Bible is vital because this is where we meet the Lord. 

Someone might respond by saying, “I can meet the Lord anywhere. As I walk in 

the country and enjoy the beauty of God’s creation, He speaks to me, and I enjoy 

His presence.” While such a statement cannot be disputed, there is more that 
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needs to be considered. All believers should enjoy the wonders of creation. In 

Psalm 19 David marvelled at the glory of God displayed in the heavens by night. 

A “voice” can certainly be heard as we pause silently and gaze at the 

vastness of space. But the message we take in only conveys to us 

something of the greatness and majesty of God. From the heavens and 

creation around us we learn nothing of God’s character, His love, and 

His purposes in redemption. To understand these, we need something else. 
 

In past ages God declared His message through His prophets who spoke with 

His authority.  Malachi was the last Old Testament prophet, and with his book 

the Old Testament was completed. Hebrews 1:1-2 tells us, however, that since 

those days God has “spoken” by His Son. The New Testament concerns the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Every New Testament book mentions Him. The final book 

is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (Rev.1:1 KJV). It concludes with a serious 

warning. Nothing must be added to the book, and nothing must be taken from 

it (Rev.22:18-19). Scripture is complete: God has nothing to add to it. 
 

There is a very close connection between the written Word and the Living Word. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is “the Word” (Jn.1:1) who lives for ever. The written 

Word speaks of Him. Just as we speak to Him in prayer, so He speaks to us 

through His Word. We must be cautious when people tell us that 

they have heard the voice of God speaking to them audibly. While 

it is wrong to be dismissive of such claims, it is equally possible to 

be deluded and to imagine that we have heard a voice and that it is 

the voice of God. God has revealed Himself to us through His Word. 

The revelation He has given is perfect and is adequate for every 

circumstance of our lives on earth. The fact that His message is in print assures us 

that we have not been mistaken. If we are tempted to doubt, we can always return 

to the Word and see what He has written there! In order to know the Lord, we 

must prayerfully read His Word. 
 

       FED AND STRENGTHENED 

Just as our bodies need good food in order to give us the necessary 

physical strength, so our souls need to be nourished by the Lord. 

Only those who “wait upon the Lord” renew their strength (Isa.40:31), and the 

nourishment that will produce strength is spiritual and comes from the Word of 

God. In the trials of life, Job declared, “I have esteemed the words of His mouth 

more than my necessary food” (Job 23:12). Job knew that food for the body is 

“necessary” — but more important than this was food for the soul! He knew its 

value and longed to receive that which would strengthen him in his weakness. 

Jeremiah expressed something similar. “Thy words were found, and I did eat 
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them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart,” he said 

(Jer.15:16).  
 

Without this spiritual food, we will become weak and ineffective. An unfed body 

is feeble and prone to sickness, and the mind is affected too when wholesome 

food is not consumed. The parallel in the spiritual realm is 

obvious. To be useful in the work of God we must feed upon 

His Word daily. Just as we tend not to restrict our eating to one 

or two meals a week, so it is not enough to read the Bible on 

an occasional basis. While listening to good ministry from a preacher is valuable, 

this does not render our own times with the Lord unnecessary. To maintain a 

healthy spiritual life we must feed our souls upon His Word daily. 
 

                      LED AND GUIDED 

The psalmist declared, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 

light unto my path” (Ps.119:105). As we travel from one place to 

another we often need directions — especially if the route is unfamiliar. A map 

may be consulted, or the traveller may be able to make use of satellite navigation. 

With such help, or with some carefully-given instructions from one who 

knows the route, the traveller is enabled to reach his destination. In the 

very same way we need spiritual help and direction as we journey 

through life. Our “map” is God’s precious Word which helps us to see the way 

that we should take.  
 

When we do not understand a route, it is helpful to have the support of 

someone with greater experience. Our Heavenly Father has far more 

knowledge than we do. His Word contains “precepts” that can help us follow 

the right course. In fact, the theme of Psalm 119 is the Word of God. Its first 

verse refers to “the way” that lies before us. Other verses mention “the way of 

Thy precepts” (v.27), “the way of truth” (v.30), and “the way of Thy 

commandments” (v.32). The writer had a strong desire to follow that way.  
 

God’s Word contains warnings so that we might be aware of dangers that exist 

and avoid them. It also contains positive instruction and tells us of things that we 

ought to do. Principles can be found in it to help us when we have choices to 

make in life. Our prayer ought to be, “Teach me Thy way, O LORD” (Ps.86:11). 

In order to discover the way that is right we need to read the Bible regularly. 
 

                  MADE AND KEPT CLEAN 

Another important reason why we should read God’s Word concerns 

our holiness. The Lord Jesus spoke of the Father’s purpose that His 

followers should be sanctified [made holy] by the Word of truth (Jn.17:17). He 
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told His disciples, “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto 

you” (Jn.15:3). They could hear the words that fell from His lips 

because He was physically present with them. We can hear Him 

speak today from the pages of Holy Scripture. We also read of the 

cleansing power of the Word in Ephesians 5:26.  
 

Not only does the Word have a cleansing effect upon our souls as we read it; it 

also is the means of keeping us clean. “Wherewithal shall a young man 

cleanse his way?” asked the psalmist. The answer is, “By taking 

heed thereto according to Thy Word” (Ps.119:9). Knowing this, the 

writer declared, “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 

not sin against Thee” (Ps.119:11). Someone once said, “Sin will 

keep you from this Book, but this Book can keep you from sin.” 

How true this is! If we walk the sinful paths of pleasure we will have no desire to 

be challenged by the correcting power of the Word. However, if we take time to 

read God’s Word regularly we will learn how to avoid the many snares of sin. 
 

DESIRE IT! 

We need the green pastures of the Word (Ps.23:2). The Lord has given them 

to us, and He wants us to enjoy them daily under the direction of the Holy 

Spirit. Reading is important — but so is meditating. We need to take time to 

think about what we have read in the Scriptures. The psalmist declared, “I will 

meditate in Thy precepts, and have respect unto Thy ways” (Ps.119:15). We 

must meditate, as he did, and “respect” His ways that are right.  
 

The New Testament complements the Old Testament and provides us with the 

whole Word of God. Peter writes of the need to earnestly “desire the sincere milk 

of the Word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet.2:2) — and this immediately raises 

a question. If we are to grow spiritually we must have a genuine 

desire for the Word of God, but do we have that desire? If we 

do not, like Job, value it more than our necessary food, there is 

something drastically wrong. A believer with no desire for the 

Bible is in an extremely unhealthy condition.  The Lord Jesus stressed the 

importance of abiding in Him and of His Word abiding in us (Jn.15:4,7). To 

remain spiritually healthy, we must feed upon His Word daily and store its 

teaching within our hearts and minds. 
 

Much more could be said about the importance of reading God’s Word each day. 

Through the Scriptures we can be fed, guided, and cleansed. What a complete 

resource God has given to us! If we are believers and understand that we can meet 

the Lord in the pages of His Word, we will want to set aside time each day with 

an open Bible before us. Prayerful reading will enable us know its Author better. 
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The twenty-first century has witnessed dramatic changes in the western world that 

have been almost unprecedented in history. These changes have happened with 

enormous rapidity, and if people who had died fifty years ago could be brought 

back they would be astounded by the society in which we live today. On the one 

hand, these changes have happened very quickly; but on the other hand, it is 

possible to discover certain catalysts that have precipitated the changes by slow 

and subtle means.  
 

One such example of change is homosexuality. In the middle of the last century it 

was a criminal offence, and conviction could lead to imprisonment. However, it 

has been said that homosexuality has come out of the closet and into the cabinet. 

No longer is the practice outlawed and “wrong”; it is accepted in society, by and 

large, and same-sex relationships are now officially and legally recognized in 

many countries. In Britain it was first legally permitted as a “civil partnership” 

before David Cameron turned the institution of marriage upside down by allowing 

“marriage” to be between two people of the same sex. Certain sections of the 

professing “church” have also been swayed and are doing all that they can to 

accommodate homosexuals within their fellowships and to allow them to occupy 

positions of leadership.  
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The first “Gay Pride” march took place in London in 1972. Since then, it has 

become an annual event in the capital. Many other cities — both across Britain, as 

well as in other countries — have staged “Gay Pride” events to promote the 

acceptance of homosexuality. Calling it a Pride event is significant too. The 

marchers — who now have official recognition — are proud to be out on the 

streets. The behaviour of Sodom is indeed declared openly in society — and with 

pride! No longer is there any shame or wish to hide what God calls abomination. 

The words of the prophet Isaiah are singularly appropriate: 

“They declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not” (Isa. 

3:9). Deliverance from certain divine judgment can only be found when people, 

like Lot and his family, escape from mankind’s depraved ways. Salvation, 

through Christ, is only possible when a repentant sinner leaves “the world’s side” 

and humbly turns to God for mercy. You cannot be a true believer and a happy 

citizen of Sodom at the same time. 
 

LOBBYING AND LEADERSHIP 

The brash emergence of the Gay Pride movement has not come about without 

lobbying. Men and women have been working hard behind the scenes in order to 

champion their cause and bring on board people of influence. They have been 

extremely successful and are now strongly represented in 

the political arena, in education, and in the media. These, 

of course, are all areas of influence. It is the government that dictates, effects 

change, and enacts new laws. The government controls education — and this, in 

turn, influences how children think. If you want a “new way of thinking” to 

succeed, it is children who must be influenced. It is important to control their 

minds as early as possible so that they think in the new way and, in turn, help to 

establish the new society. The media is also a significant influence. People watch 

or listen to the news and read newspapers. “Agents of change” therefore are 

needed to control the media and be seen as “nice” and “normal” people. 

Homosexuals in such places can influence society. It is a fact that within the BBC 

there is an inordinate proportion of homosexual people — the ratio being higher 

than is generally found in society at large.     
 

Lobbying is only part of the battle, however. Leaders are needed who will pay 

attention to them and advance their cause. This is precisely what has happened. 

Men and women who favour the homosexual way 

have been promoted to places where they can 

engineer the changes demanded — even if they themselves are not homosexual. 

Although married with a wife and family, David Cameron has proved to be an 

ideal ally of the cause. Not satisfied with having introduced “same-sex” marriage 

to Britain, his goal is now to coerce unwilling African nations into accepting it.  
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Long ago Isaiah lamented that the people of Israel were being led astray by 

treacherous rulers who were causing them to err. He wrote: “O my people, they 

which lead thee cause thee to err” (Isa.3:12). 

Swerving from the truth, the people had found 

themselves in destroyed paths. No longer were they making progress. The right 

ways had been broken up, and they were heading in a direction that led them 

away from their God. 
 

Picture a well-trodden footpath that has been ploughed up. No longer is it possible 

to trace the once familiar route that the pathway followed. This was 

precisely what had happened in Israel — and the very same thing is 

happening in Britain today. The laws of our land were once based 

solidly upon the teaching of the Bible. The influence of the Book 

could be felt in society. But those foundations have been attacked. 

The pathway has been ploughed over and has disappeared from sight. The leaders 

of our nation have caused us to err seriously. Marriage has been “redefined” by 

our belligerent Prime Minister who has manipulated words in a way that is 

tantamount to calling a square a circle! Recent events make us only too aware of 

the fact that Christians are under attack. While we must pray for those in authority 

over us, we must maintain and continue to proclaim the truths of Scripture — lost 

mankind’s only hope. We must not be intimidated. 
 

            LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

However, it is not only leadership within the political arena that 

has let us down. Leaders in the professing church have had a part 

to play too. The opening verses of Ezekiel 13 present a very 

challenging scene. We read that “the word of the Lord” came to 

Ezekiel (v.1), instructing him to “prophesy against the prophets of 

Israel” (v.2). Surely this was asking a great deal of God’s servant! 

The prophets of Israel were a respected class who spoke with 

authority and were supposed to bring the Word of the Lord to the nation. The 

people listened to them and were guided by their pronouncements. Ezekiel might 

well have remonstrated with the Lord. “What is this? Am I meant to prophesy 

against these recognized messengers?” he could have said. “People will accuse 

me of speaking out of turn and of rocking the boat! Surely You are asking me to 

do something divisive. I am not going to be thanked by anyone for engaging in 

such a thing.” But the task had to be done. The men Ezekiel faced prophesied “out 

of their own hearts” (v.2).  
 

Ezekiel is not the only man to have faced such a challenge. Throughout history 

there have been men of God who have had to confront the established Church and 
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oppose the status quo. The starting point for Ezekiel was “the Word of the LORD” 

(v.2) which the prophets of Israel needed to “hear”. The message of the Lord 

GOD was that the “foolish” nature of these 

prophets caused them to “follow their own 

spirit” (v.3). True prophets were men of 

vision; these had “seen nothing” (v.3)! Their 

messages offered false hope to the people (v.6). They claimed to speak in the 

name of the LORD, but they had not been sent by Him. As a result they offered 

the people no protection against the attacks of the enemy. They were not tackling 

the gaps that existed or making the hedge a more effective protection (v.5). For 

this reason the Lord had to declare that He was against them (v.8). 
 

Similarities abound when we begin to relate these verses to the day in which we 

live. Many today occupy the pulpit (or, in some places of worship, the 

stage) claiming to speak in the Name of the Lord. Their message 

offers a false hope because they are following their own foolish 

spirit and are responding to the whims of the day. The gaps are not 

being plugged. Instead, they are being widened by bringing in the 

world’s culture, music, and its entertainment ethos. The message is 

popular, churches are being filled, and we are told that this is the way 

forward. Criticism is deemed to be out of place. 
 

Back in 1969, David G. Fountain wrote in the Bible League Quarterly, “Men are 

more concerned about reaching men with the Gospel than making sure that it is 

the Gospel that reaches men!” He continued, “Men have made the presentation of 

the Gospel more important than the Gospel itself!” If that was true in 1969, how 

much more it is today! His assessment can well be applied to the defective Alpha 

course. Methods in evangelism are all the rage. The “seeker-friendly” approach 

has, in many cases, ruined the Gospel message. God does not call us to be clever 

or impressive. Intellectual arguments may convince the mind, but they cannot 

convict the heart or bring new life. Entertainment may amuse, but it will not 

edify. God wants His servants to be faithful in preaching the Word and to leave 

the results with Him.  
 

KEPT ON THE RIGHT TRACK 

It is important to stay on track. Leaders both in the political and in the religious 

world are causing people to err. Ideas that originate in the human 

mind are not worth much. We must learn from Ezekiel. Instead of 

taking his place among the worldly and fashionable prophets of 

Israel, he boldly confronted them in the Name of the Lord. Such a 

ministry is still vital in this day of worldliness and frivolity.  
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SECURITY ALERT 
by Martin Girard 

 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO 

NOT INSURE IT ADEQUATELY 

 

 

 

 

THIS BUILDING  

 IS PROTECTED   

 BY SECURITY   
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CREDIT CARD LOSSES 

— NOW £300 MILLION 

 

SECURITY ALERT! 
 

Have you seen these headlines before? They are all true — and they make 

sober reading. The perpetrators of crime may still be a minority, but they 

continue to thrive. The victims of crime are many. Although some may be 

more vulnerable than others, we are all at risk and must all take care. 
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Car theft continues to rise. Who has not seen the charred 

remains of a burnt out car at the side of the road? A joy-rider 

drove it away and then destroyed it — along with all the 

evidence. Even if you are adequately insured, the loss of your 

car can still be a great inconvenience. 

 

Credit card fraud losses now amount to £300m annually in the U.K. Currently 

one third of this is through cloning — copying 

card data on to a bogus card. Keep your cards 

safe at all times, and never lose sight of your 

credit card when making a transaction. 

 

Video cameras now play an even greater role in combating 

crime. Office buildings and stores make use of security cameras, 

and you can see them at railway stations and in shopping 

precincts. If we are “innocent” we need not fear the film that 

records us passing. It is there to deter the potential thief and to 

identify the guilty if necessary. 

 

At home an outdoor security light can be an effective deterrent. Five-

lever locks are strongly recommended, and so are locking windows. 

Insurance premiums have risen fast on account of an increase in the 

number of burglaries. It is sensible to take precautions and to be 

adequately insured. 

 

YOUR OWN SECURITY 
You may already be very careful with your property and may take no risks. Your 

insurance cover may be adequate. It is possible, however, that you 

may lack cover for “one thing” (1). While very security-conscious for 

your possessions, what about yourself? Your home, your car, your 

credit cards and bank balances and all your possessions will be left 

behind one day. No one can deny what the Bible states: “We brought nothing into 

this world, and it is certain that we can carry nothing out” (2).  
 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, asked these questions: “What shall it profit a man, if 

he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in 

exchange for his soul?”(3) The answer to each question is searching. To gain 

untold wealth and possessions and then to lose your own soul is a tragedy beyond 

compare. Nothing whatsoever can be given in exchange for your soul. 
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THE RIGHT COVER 
Insurance companies recognize the need for their clients to have the right cover. 

God knows that we need the right “cover” before we die. For this 

reason He sent His Son, and “Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners” (4). Out of love for us Jesus willingly accepted the 

just punishment of a holy God and gave His life for us at a place 

of execution two thousand years ago outside Jerusalem. Within 

three days He rose from the dead before ascending to heaven a 

short time afterwards. His blood is the only payment God can accept as 

“atonement” for the soul (5).  
 

DON’T BE LATE 
It’s always wise to be prepared. We need to take precautions to minimize the risk 

of becoming the latest victims of crime. Who wants to suffer loss? In the same 

way we must attend to the matter of our own personal security 

and be saved before we die. We cannot save ourselves; only the 

Lord Jesus Christ can save us from eternal punishment. “He is 

able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him” 

because He is alive for evermore (6). Turn to Him in prayer and 

sincerely ask Him to forgive you. Give your life to His control 

and follow Him. Don’t delay or neglect the needs of your own soul. Tomorrow 

may be too late. “Behold, now is the day of salvation” (7).  
 

END NOTES:-  (1)Mark 10:21;  (2)1 Timothy 6:7;  (3)Mark 8:36-37;  (4)1 Timothy 

1:15;  (5)Leviticus 17:11; Hebrews 9:12;  (6)Hebrews 7:25;  (7)2 Corinthians 6:2. 

       

 

2 Corinthians 6:2 


