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THE DAY OF  

SMALL THINGS 
 

 

 
by Martin Girard 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
“For who hath despised the day of small things?”  

(Zechariah 4:10) 
 

 

 

It seemed to be a “day of small things”. God’s own covenant people had returned 

to their land after a time of captivity in Babylon. The magnificent temple that 

Solomon had built had been destroyed by the Babylonians more than seventy 

years before, and the task of rebuilding now faced them. Under the direction of 

Zerubbabel the work had commenced, but the new temple seemed only a poor 

shadow of the former glorious house. Compared to Solomon’s prosperous and 

peaceful reign this was a “day of small things” that they tended to despise. 
 

Their attitude was wrong. Human effort counts for very little in the work of God. 

It is not by our might that things of significance are accomplished but by His 

Spirit (v.6). The people were failing to take account of the divine providence and 

power of God. The Lord wanted them to remember that He was still on the 

throne. His eyes scanned the whole earth (v.10) and saw things differently. Not 

restricted by the bounds of time, He knew that His servant Zerubbabel who had 

laid the foundations would also finish the construction of the temple. 
 

Some believers today feel that we are living in a “day of small things”. We can 

look back to a time when the work among children and youth was flourishing and 

when unsaved people would frequently be found at a Sunday service listening to 



 3 

the preaching of the gospel. Today there is not the interest — and, sadly, not the 

manpower to do very much for the Lord. In Britain there are a lot of churches 

that, numerically, are small. At one time they were much stronger, but now they 

are struggling to continue. Some former members are with the Lord; others have 

joined the more popular and fashionable churches — or have simply gone into the 

world. Many dear saints of God, from their own experience, feel that this is 

indeed a “day of small things”. They are perplexed to know what to do and wish 

that somehow the clock could be turned back. Help is certainly needed! 
 

OFTEN DISCOURAGED 

A missionary who was serving the Lord in Spain gave a report on his recent work. 

He had been engaged in an extensive gospel campaign and had visited thousands 

of homes, offering a Bible study course to any who were interested. 

Just a few people had responded, but the missionary felt 

encouraged that a little group wanted to study the Word of God. 

Meetings with these people were arranged, and their questions 

were answered, but after two or three sessions the interest began to 

diminish. It soon became evident that none of the people wanted 

to continue the studies. Naturally the missionary was 

disappointed, but he concluded his report by quoting the words 

of Scripture, “Salvation is of the LORD” (Jonah 2:9).  
 

Listeners appreciated that missionary’s honesty. This was not the glowing report 

of a man riding on the crest of a wave and seeking to impress others with his 

evangelistic “success”. Here was a man who laboured to the point of exhaustion 

and then experienced the bitter disappointment of seeing the little interest that 

there was evaporate before his eyes.  
 

What went wrong? Did the missionary in some ways fail to maintain the 

interest of these people? No, that was not the issue. The fact remains that the 

salvation of souls is the Lord’s work — not ours. Zechariah reminds us that it 

is not by our might or our power but by the working of the Spirit of God that 

souls are saved. Only He can bring new life to lost and perishing souls. All 

too often we imagine that the method adopted is paramount. One advocate of 

a particular course favoured it because, in his words, “it works”. Caution is 

necessary because it is possible to manufacture results. A “method” may 

generate interest — but more than this is necessary. The interest generated 

may in fact be nothing more than the flesh responding. Interested folk may be 

convinced intellectually or won-over emotionally without experiencing 

genuine conversion. Remember again the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit” (Zech.4:6).   
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WHAT DO WE DO? 

An experienced servant of the Lord from London was discussing this scenario 

with a friend. Faced with shrinking numbers in his own church fellowship, he said 

that if the day comes when they have to close the doors, 

they want to do so with dignity. It might be possible to keep 

the doors open longer by moving with the times (as many 

today are doing) and changing certain long-established 

practices, but he felt it would be more glorifying to the 

Lord to have to close the local church than to face the 

charge of disobedience to Scripture. Compromise did not 

feature in this man’s vocabulary, and disobedience to Scripture was not an option 

to consider. The glory of the Lord was the most important consideration. 
 

Like this man, let us not compromise but seek to be faithful to the Lord and do 

things in the way that He wants them done. His work of salvation has not altered. 

Christ’s provision for man’s need through His work at the cross is still all that is 

needed. Becoming fashionable or “seeker-friendly” is not the answer to the need. 

A programme of popular activities has built many large churches without the aid 

of the Spirit of God. Handing over a struggling church to an 

organization that does things differently and appears to be 

more “successful” is not going to merit credence in “that 

day” when our service is evaluated. We must never 

forget that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Builder of His 

Church. Our methods and efforts may create a structure that is simply made from 

stubble. We must carry on proclaiming the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

looking to the Lord to save souls in His own time and way. He is not looking for 

success but for faithfulness.  
 

In many ways we may feel that this is a “day of small things” in our work for 

the Lord. Little seems to be happening. Let us not grow weary — or 

complacent. We must not give up or “despise” the day in which we live! Also 

we must not forget that He has not changed. We need the Lord’s strength if 

we are to continue. However, could it be that this “day of small things” is yet 

another pointer to the imminent return of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

 

ZECHARIAH 4:10       
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TTTRRREEEAAASSSUUURRREEESSS      IIINNN      

UUNNLLIIKKEELLYY  PPLLAACCEESS  
 

 

 
by Martin Girard 

 

 

 
A message from 1 CHRONICLES 

 

 

 
 

The first book of Chronicles is often neglected because of the long lists of names 

found in the opening chapters. In addition to this, from the tenth chapter onwards 

the narrative appears to be simply repeating what has already been covered in 2 

Samuel and the beginning of 1 Kings. However, there are many valuable lessons 

in this section of Scripture for the Christian who is prepared to read and meditate 

upon God’s Word. The twelfth chapter of 1 Chronicles contains some delightful 

gems that are well worth considering. 
 

Reading through the chapter, one cannot help being impressed by the calibre of 

David’s mighty men. It was while David was a fugitive from the jealous Saul 

(v.1) that a number of valiant men stepped forward to commit themselves to his 

cause. Among them were some Gadites who came to the stronghold in the 

wilderness to give allegiance to David who was yet to ascend the throne. Can we 

not see ourselves in these verses? Our “Captain” (Heb.2:10) is the Lord Jesus 

Christ. One day He will occupy the throne and will reign on this earth, but at the 

moment we find ourselves in a hostile environment. This world is something of a 

wilderness for the Christian, yet we have our “stronghold” to which we can repair. 

Surely the company of like-minded believers is the only place where we can find 

others who are loyal to our Master. 
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The brief account of these men is worth studying. 
And of the Gadites there separated themselves unto David 

into the hold to the wilderness men of might, and men of war 

fit for the battle, that could handle shield and buckler, 

whose faces were like the faces of lions, and were as swift 

as the roes upon the mountains. (1 Chron.12:8) 
 

What mighty men these were! They were able to engage the enemy and could 

handle effectively the weapons of the day. They possessed lion-like 

courage and were as fleet-footed as deer upon the mountains. Valour 

characterized many of them (v.21), and one young man, Zadok, is 

singled out as “mighty of valour” (v.28). Surely this quality is 

desperately needed now. How encouraging it is today to come 

across a young Christian who is a valiant warrior for the Lord. 
 

According to Ephesians 6:12 we are in spiritual combat against the forces 

of evil, yet often the church seems, like Sardis, to be asleep (Rev.3:1)! God 

needs men and women today who are “fit for the battle” and able to 

handle effectively the shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit which is 

the Word of God (Eph.6:16,17). 
 

LOYAL TO THE LEADER 

Others who came to seek David and to identify themselves with him included 

members of Judah (his own tribe) and the related tribe of Benjamin (v.16). In 

times of war a leader can never be too careful, so David at once warned them of 

the serious consequences to be faced if they had come simply to betray him to his 

enemies (v.17). Amasai’s answer is truly inspiring. 
 

Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, who was chief of the 

captains, and he said, “Thine are we, David, and on thy 

side, thou son of Jesse; peace, peace be unto thee, and 

peace be to thine helpers; for thy God helpeth thee”  (v.18). 
 

First of all, we notice that Amasai had come out recognizing that David 

was a man of God. His God had helped him on countless occasions. 

Great David’s greater Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, was also “a man 

approved of God” (Acts 2:22) in His life upon earth. As we come to 

Christ and identify ourselves with Him, it is vital that we have a right 

understanding of who He is.     
 

Secondly, the Holy Spirit prompted Amasai to utter that powerful 

confession: “Thine we are David, and on thy side …” The New 

Testament reveals that it is God’s Spirit who witnesses with our spirit 
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that we are children of God (Rom.8:16). When He filled the early believers, they 

were able to witness boldly and tell of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (Acts 

4:31,33). How we need that divine anointing now so that we can declare with 

assurance that we are on the Lord’s side! 
 

Thirdly, Amasai assured David that he had come in peace to David and 

that he brought the blessing of peace to David’s helpers. There is a 

practical lesson here. Many believers today know that they have peace 

with God but know little of that peace with His “helpers” — the people of God. 

Just as their testimony meant that David could receive and use these dedicated 

men of Israel, we need a similar response so that our Lord can use us too. 
 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE TIMES 

Another interesting feature emerges as we continue to look at this chapter.  
 

And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had 

understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do.  
(v. 32)  

 

This one thing seemed to characterize the people of Issachar and made them stand 

apart from all the other tribes. The writer singles them out in order to draw our 

attention to this important quality. 
 

This kind of wisdom is desperately needed now. We are living in 

perplexing days. Sin and lawlessness abound in the world, and 

moral standards in the church have declined over the years. 

Worldly pleasures that once were regarded as unhelpful to the 

Christian — if not positively wrong — have become accepted. 

Many churches in recent times have been obsessed with the sensational, and 

“signs and wonders” have been claimed universally.  
 

That brief statement about the children of Issachar has a message for us 

now. An “understanding of the times” is as vital today as it was in 

David’s reign. We need a right grasp of the teaching of Scripture so that 

we are not led astray. Society is changing, but God is not. In failing to 

understand the times, many preachers today are forced to change God’s 

Word. God can still work miracles, but we need reminding of our Lord’s 

own warning of a proliferation of signs and wonders in the last days. (See 

Matthew 24:24.) When faced with dilemmas — whether moral or 

doctrinal — we need to know what we “ought to do”. God has given us in 

His Word all the instructions that we need. Let us be people who study it 

so that we really understand the days in which we live and then please the 

Lord by doing what we ought to do.       
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With different gifts and qualities blended together, David’s men certainly 

constituted a formidable force against the enemy. Whether it was the valiant 

Gadites with their battle skills, or the children of Issachar with their wise 

discernment in understanding the times, each played a part in the service of their 

king. They were totally committed to David. 
 

KEEPING RANK 

As the list is concluded, the writer of Chronicles points out another significant 

feature that must not be ignored. 
All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a 

perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel; 

and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make 

David king. (v.38) 
 

All of these men of war were of one mind with the rest of Israel. Each one 

possessed a “perfect heart” which prompted him to come to Hebron 

in order to make David king. How lovely this is! They were not a 

divided army but shared the same concerns and demonstrated 

loyalty to their leader. Under his authority they were men who 

could keep rank. 
 

Today this same spirit is often lacking. Many church congregations are divided — 

some over personalities, others over practices. Although individual commitment 

is tremendously important, in David’s army it would never have been enough. 

There had to be the ability to work together as they faced the common foe. Do we 

ever wonder why we are not being as effective for the Lord as we might be? 

Perhaps the ranks are broken. We are disagreeing with one another, not working 

together because things are not being done “my way”, and the Lord’s work is 

suffering as a result. 
 

Think of those warriors again. As Christians, we need to keep rank in our 

local churches. The only way this can be achieved is by having “a loyal 

heart” and being “of one mind” — and that means having the mind of 

Christ. (See Philippians 2:2.) With the Lord’s help, let us stand shoulder 

to shoulder with our brothers and sisters, under His authority, “striving 

together for the faith of the gospel” (Phil.1:27). 

           

 

1 CHRONICLES 12:32 
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 SERVICE 
 

by Martin Girard 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Being successful seems very important nowadays. In recent years something of a 

revolution has taken place in education, and pupils’ test results and the notorious 

school league tables all reflect the emphasis that is being placed upon success. 

Beyond school we find the challenge to be successful in the world of 

employment. Climbing the promotion ladder and going on to bigger and better 

things are all part and parcel of achieving. You do not need to be a sports-

enthusiast to understand that the “successful” football team is the one that wins a 

trophy or gains promotion to a higher league. 
 

How do we relate such concepts to our Christian experiences? An article 

described “a successful new church” — but what is it that makes a church 

successful? Surely nobody would be foolish enough to consider a 

church successful because of its wealth or its modern building. 

The world may evaluate success in such ways, but Scripture 

never regards this as “success”. Could it be the membership, the 

growth rate, or the number of different activities that take place each week? Is it 

being “successful” because the unnecessary restraints of the past have been done 

away with and people no longer have any inhibitions in the services? It is an 

interesting question to ponder. 
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BIBLICAL “SUCCESS” 

Really, an earlier question needs to be raised. We ought to be asking what the 

Bible has to say about success. You will search the New Testament in vain for 

any reference to being “successful”. In fact, in Strong’s concordance the word 

“success” is only found once in the whole Bible — and the reference is a 

fascinating one. In Joshua 1:8 the Lord told Joshua that the key to experiencing 

“good success” lay in obeying “the book of the law”. In other words, the only way 

in which we can remotely consider a church being successful is in terms of its 

obedience to Scripture. The article about the “successful new church” — with its 

accompanying pictures — had nothing to say about that church’s desire to be 

obedient to Scripture. 
 

While the word “successful” is absent from Scripture, the word “faithful” is found 

frequently. It needs to be emphasized afresh that God is not looking so much for a 

“successful” church as for a “faithful” church. The early Christian 

believers “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 

fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

We need to forget about thinking in terms of “success” and try to see 

things as God sees them. Still today He wants us to continue steadfastly in 

obedience to His Word. 

PAUL — IN ACTS 20 

We have a striking example of conscientious service in Acts 20. Paul had called 

the elders of the church in Ephesus to meet him at Miletus (v.17). He was certain 

that he would not see them again (v.25), and the realization of this fact caused 

them great sorrow (v.38). The words that they heard from the Apostle Paul’s lips 

on this occasion would therefore be treasured as the last they would ever hear 

from him. His words reveal to us not only his ministry but also his very heart. 
 

Paul recalled the time he had spent in Ephesus. For more than two years he had 

faithfully ministered the Word of God there “with all humility, and 

with many tears” (v.19). Motivated by the Lord Jesus Himself, he 

had not taken advantage of their kindness or depended on their 

support (v.33—35). As he remembered his period of service with 

them he could honestly say that he had declared unto them the 

whole counsel of God. 
 

What an amazing statement this is! God had revealed His mind and will to His 

servant. A divine obligation rested upon Paul to “declare” this teaching, 

announcing these tidings to people everywhere. At Ephesus Paul had not drawn 

back or shrunk from preaching the truth of God. He may have been thinking of 

how, at sea, the sail of a ship might be lowered in order to slacken the course — 
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perhaps in order to make the journey less strenuous. In his ministry at Ephesus 

Paul had not slackened his course to make his message (in today’s popular 

terminology) more “seeker-friendly”. He had kept back nothing but had declared 

all that God had made known to him. 
 

We live in a day when many professing Christians have no time for the clear, 

forthright, and faithful preaching of the Word of God. Although we must not 

go out of our way to offend, it is vital to be true to Scripture and to preach “all 

the counsel of God” (v.27). There is always the temptation to avoid a certain 

passage or topic that is not taken seriously any more, or to refrain from 

teaching something that many worldly folk would find unpalatable. Paul’s 

statement is deeply challenging. What a need there is today for true men of 

God who will not be afraid to preach the whole counsel of God. 
 

A PERSONAL AMBITION 

Not only did Paul speak of what he had done, however, and of the integrity and 

humility that had characterized his service for the Lord. He also revealed a 

burning ambition that lay within his heart.  
 

At this time, Paul was moving on towards Jerusalem. He was acutely aware of the 

dangers that threatened him and of the bonds and afflictions that awaited him “in 

every city” (v.23). But to our amazement we discover that “none of these things” 

moved Paul (v.24). His great concern was not to preserve his own life but to be 

faithful to the Lord and to finish the course marked out for him. The “course” he 

was thinking about was the spiritual race he was running. Paul did 

not want anything to turn him aside. He wanted to finish the race 

and to finish it well. He did not want to be ashamed when he 

stood before his Lord but wanted it to be an occasion of great 

joy. Paul often reflected upon the Judgment Seat of Christ — 

a subject that is mentioned little nowadays. 
 

In his final epistle, written to Timothy some years later, we find the same 

phrase used again. Paul tells Timothy, “I have finished my course” (2 

Tim.4:7). His earthly life was as good as over. The race had been run. He was 

looking forward to meeting his Lord and Saviour face to face — and he was 

thankful for the grace that had kept him to the end. 
 

In the past sincere Christian students in colleges and universities have been 

known make Paul’s desire their own motto:  
That I might finish my course with joy.  

It is a good motto for us all to adopt.  
 

Preaching the whole counsel of God helped Paul to remain faithful and 

conscientious in his service. There are vital lessons here for us today.    
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“Beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out 
of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.”  

(Deuteronomy 6:12) 

 

 
The twin themes of “remember” and “forget not” are prominent in Deuteronomy. 

Moses, in this book, was addressing the people of Israel before their entry into the 

Promised Land. On a positive note he encouraged them to remember God’s 

faithfulness to them in the past. In negative terms he warned them of the dangers 

of forgetting their God. 
 

Deuteronomy 6 lists the commandments of God which Moses reiterated for 

the people, impressing upon them the need to instruct their children in the 

ways of the Lord. Looking ahead to settlement in Canaan, Moses anticipated 

their future prosperity and warned them of the danger of forgetting the God 

who had led them there. 
 

These words are full of meaning for us too. When things are going well and when 

we are comfortable materially, we are in particular danger of becoming 

complacent and forgetting the Lord. Like the people of Israel, we also need to 

take a careful look back and remember where we have come from. The Lord, in 

His wisdom, has graciously provided us with an opportunity when we can do just 

that. Like the Passover, the Lord’s Supper was instituted for that very purpose — 

that we might remember Him and not forget what He has done.  
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As we eat the bread and drink the wine, should we not “fear the LORD [our] God” 

too? (Deut.6:13) By His death He has delivered us from “Egypt” — which, in 

New Testament terms, is “the world”. He has brought us “from the house of 

bondage” (Deut.6:12) and freed us from our slavery to Satan. With J. G. Deck we 

can say,  

“Thy cross has severed ties which bound us here,  

Thyself our treasure in a brighter sphere” (1).   
 

Recognizing how the Lord has bought us and also where He has brought us, we 

remember the great cost to Himself before going out, like the Israelites, to “serve 

Him” willingly (Deut.6:13). 
 

THE PASSOVER 

Mention the people of Israel keeping the Passover, and the thoughts of many 

Bible readers will probably turn to Exodus 12 where this particular feast of the 

Lord was instituted. The Passover, however, is also dealt with in 

other places, one being Numbers 9. This chapter is set 

in the year following the Israelites’ release from the 

land of Egypt. The Lord had originally spoken to Moses in Egypt and had given 

detailed instructions about the first Passover. Now He spoke “in the wilderness of 

Sinai” (v.1) a year after their journey to freedom had begun. 
 

How gracious of God to speak to Moses in the wilderness! The Israelites were 

trekking through barren territory, facing all kinds of discouragements and 

difficulties. It must have been a tremendous encouragement to Moses, their 

leader, when the Lord spoke to him. The Lord does not leave us alone either. 

As we pass through this world (which often resembles a spiritual 

“wilderness”) He speaks to us too.  
 

The Lord’s message to Moses was first of all a reminder that they should keep the 

Passover. The original event must not be forgotten as its anniversary was 

approaching. In its “appointed season” (v.2) it must be kept in accordance with all 

the details the Lord had previously given to Moses (v.5).  
 

In the New Testament we find something very similar. Our “remembrance” is the 

Lord’s Supper. Like the Passover, it looks back to a sacrifice offered 

and to an act of deliverance. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself instituted 

this feast only hours before His death, just as the Passover was first 

instituted only shortly before the great event that it was to 

commemorate. Some years later a “reminder” about the celebration of 

the Lord’s Supper was given by Paul in 1 Corinthians 11, in much the 

same way that Numbers 9 reminded the people of the earlier 

instructions in Exodus 12. 
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Today it is our privilege to remember our Saviour by partaking of the bread and 

the wine - vivid pictures of His sacrifice, suffering, and death for us. It is not the 

Lord’s intention that this should be only an annual occurrence as it was for the 

Israelites. As often as possible (1 Cor.11:25) we are encouraged to remember the 

wonderful deliverance from sin that was wrought for us through the sacrifice of 

our Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary. 
 

EXCLUSION? 

As mentioned, the incident recorded in Numbers 9 occurred in the first month of 

the second year after they had left Egypt, and the evening of the fourteenth day 

marked the time when the Passover should be commemorated. A unique situation 

had arisen. Some men had come into contact with a 

corpse and thus were ceremonially defiled. They 

approached Moses to ask why they were prevented from 

worshipping the Lord in the Passover with the rest of the congregation. Moses, 

initially, was uncertain what to do and referred the matter to the Lord. The 

outcome is interesting. 
 

Humanly speaking, there were two possible responses. Some might reply that 

these men could not take part in the Feast - full stop. They must be excluded 

from it! Others might take the opposite approach and ignore the 

requirements of the Law. “It doesn’t matter,” they might say. “Just let them 

in with all the rest.” In the divine solution we see a wonderful blending of two 

familiar biblical qualities — grace and truth.  
 

It is clear, firstly, that the truth of God does not change. The Passover was not an 

unimportant or optional event in Israel’s calendar, but God’s people must be holy 

to share in it. Yet God is not rigid and inflexible. In His grace He accommodated 

those who would otherwise have been prevented from sharing in it — whether 

through being unclean or through being away on a necessary journey. Provision 

was made for it to be celebrated a month later — on the fourteenth day of the 

second month, (v.9-11). The Passover itself had not altered; all the other 

regulations previously given still applied. God’s grace came into operation just 

because He ever includes all who sincerely want to worship Him.  
 

The application for us is simple: grace and truth must be kept in perfect balance. 

This Old Testament incident gives us no precedent to be slipshod. As we 

remember our Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of God requires us first to examine 

ourselves (1 Cor.11:28). But neither does the incident give us grounds to exclude 

any genuine believer — “just to be on the safe side”. Rather, it encourages us to 

have the heart of our God and to welcome all who are truly seeking to please 

Him. The Lord desires His people to remember Him. 



 15 

                        TO REMEMBER 

Some people love to point out that the Lord Jesus did not institute the 

Supper lest we forget but so that we might remember Him. While 

this is true, is it not also true that we are human and do easily forget? 

As Robert Robinson discovered, we are so “prone to wander” and to 

“leave the God we love”. Only His grace can keep us day by day (2). A 

regular time of remembrance is beneficial to our spiritual health. If it 

was not, the Lord Jesus would not have asked His people to remember Him and 

His great sacrifice in a spirit of thankful worship. The words of Jenny Evelyn 

Hussey stress this truth:   
Lest I forget Gethsemane, 

Lest I forget Thine agony,  

Lest I forget Thy love for me, 

Lead me to Calvary. (3) 

As, by faith, we view afresh the sacrifice that was offered for us, we will see 

afresh how much we owe to our beloved Lord. 
 

BACK TO DEUTERONOMY 

Two other verses concerning the dangers of forgetfulness can be applied to the 

Christian life today. Like the Israelites in Deuteronomy 4:23, we must not 

“forget” the implications of His covenant with us. 

The Lord has redeemed us that we might be His and 

that He might rule over our lives. We are no longer 

our own, for we have been bought with a price (1 Cor.6:19,20). Just 

as idolatry was a forbidden practice for the Israelites, we are commanded to avoid 

idols (1 Jn.5:21). Nothing must be allowed to usurp God’s place in the lives of 

His children.  
 

We must also heed the warning of Moses in Deuteronomy 8:11 that when we 

fail to keep His commandments we are, in effect, forgetting Him: “Beware 

that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping His commandments.” 

His Word must always be before us. We should meditate upon it daily.  
 

As we have the opportunity to do so, we should delight to remember our Lord at 

His Supper. Let us also beware of the spirit of complacency creeping in when all 

seems to be going well. 
 

END NOTES:- (1)Called from above, by J.G.Deck. (2)Come, Thou Fount of every 

blessing, by R.Robinson. (3)King of my life, I crown Thee now, by Jenny E. Hussey.   
   

“Beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out 
of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.”  

(Deuteronomy 6:12)   
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      YOU CAN’T BE SERIOUS  
 

 

 

 
by Martin Girard 

 

 … him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
My Word.   (Isaiah 66:2) 
 

The final chapter of Isaiah begins with a majestic statement that becomes a 

question. The Lord Almighty proclaims His greatness: “The heaven is My throne, 

and the earth is My footstool,” He declares (v.1). How high the heavens are above 

us! We cannot reach such realms of glory by ourselves. As mere mortals, we are 

earth-dwellers. Although travel by air is second nature to many of us, we are very 

much restricted to this globe on which we live and to its immediate 

atmosphere. Poetically, God is pictured as using this earth as 

a place where He can rest His feet. How far beneath Him 

we are! “Where is the house that ye build unto Me?” He 

asks. How can we possibly build a house for Him, or expect 

Him to restrict Himself to a place of our choosing? The notion is absurd. God is 

far above our level. 
 

Yet the next verse offers us hope and reveals the incredible grace of our God. 

Although so far above us and impossible to contain within our own confines, God 

is not unmindful of us and takes note of a certain kind of person. Isaiah informs us 

that the Lord is especially interested in those who are poor and whose spirits are 

contrite. He looks to bless the one who trembles at His Word. The Lord Jesus 

pronounced a particular blessing upon “the poor in spirit” (Mt.5:3) and declared 

that the kingdom of heaven was theirs. God looks for those who recognize their 

own spiritual poverty and whose spirits are contrite — in other words those who 

are truly sorry for their sin.  
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ANOTHER FEATURE 

But one other feature is highlighted in this verse, and it concerns the one who 

trembles at His Word. We ought to be moved and humbled by it. 
 

In today’s fashionable church there is very little trembling over God’s Word. In 

fact the Word of God — if it is even read — is often hardly recognized as such 

because the sacred text has been reduced to contemporary 

language “to make it sound better”. Rather than reading from 

a reliable translation of the ancient texts where accuracy was 

paramount and word order was preserved, a vague kind of 

paraphrase is used where thoughts are interpreted by the 

“translator” and where words are expressed in phrases.  
 

A “translation” of this kind usually isn’t that. Once it has been read, it cannot be 

studied because listeners have the gist of what it means anyway and the text is too 

simple to say anything more about. In order to produce a text that is gripping, 

producers of various modern translations have, in effect, acted as though they 

know more than God. Their own freedom in determining sentence structure has 

caused particular words in the original text to be replaced by thoughts. Wanting to 

produce something flowing and “living” for their readership, they have ended up 

forgetting that the intention should have been to accurately translate God’s own 

living Word (1 Pet.1:23)!  
 

For many today God’s Word is not adequate on its own. Church, we are 

told, has become too sombre. Indeed, there are currently courses and 

workshops that folk can attend in order to learn how to introduce 

comedy into services! Something has gone seriously wrong 

somewhere. We need to get back to the Word of God. It has not 

been given for our entertainment but for our edification. We 

must reject all trivia and superficiality and humbly place 

ourselves beneath God’s infallible truth. Without this, His blessing 

will evade us.  
 

How tragic it is to come across those who have been lured away and have 

turned from the path of obedience to the Word! In a world where 

distortions of true Christianity abound and where unbelievers can be 

bitterly opposed to those who commit themselves to Christ, we need to 

reverence God’s Word and tremble at its content.  
 

  

… him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
My Word.   (Isaiah 66:2) 
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 BRAVERY     AT  

                               NORTH    

                               BERWICK 
 
                                                   by Martin Girard 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

On the southern coastline of the Firth of Forth, an interesting monument has stood 

for over a hundred years. The Catherine Watson Memorial (pictured) is 

constructed from red granite and occupies a prominent place at Anchor Green, 

looking out over North Berwick Bay. 
 

NORTH BERWICK 

A visit to the little town of North Berwick is very worthwhile. Many tourists 

enjoy souvenir-hunting in the fascinating shops, or relaxing on a seat where they 

can taste the bracing sea breezes while keeping in contact with friends far away. 

Just a few yards from the sea-front stands a tall stone monument in the shape of a 

Celtic cross. It was erected by students of the Glasgow School of Art. According 

to the plaque, the cross is “a loving tribute” to their fellow-student, Kate Watson, 

who did not return to the School in the autumn of 1889. 
 

SO BRAVE … 

A few terse sentences chiselled into the stonework reveal the sad story. On the 

27th July, 1889, nineteen-year-old Catherine Watson saw a boy struggling in the 

cold waters of East Bay. Realizing that he was drowning, Catherine plunged into 

the sea to save him — and succeeded. The weathered words on the monument tell 

us simply, yet poignantly,  
The child was saved. The brave girl was taken.  

Considering Catherine’s courage, the words of Jesus Christ seem particularly 

appropriate: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 

his friends” (1). 
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BUT WHY? 

Heroic acts frequently raise questions in our minds. The unnamed boy 

who was rescued might well have asked, “Why did you want to save me, 

Catherine?” If the brave girl could have answered, she would probably 

have said, “You needed rescuing. I cared, and I didn’t want you to drown.” 
 

This incident, as well as the monument itself, reminds us of another “rescue” 

that took place about two thousand years ago. The Son of God saw that the 

whole of humanity was “lost” (2). Leaving the safety of heaven, Jesus came to 

this earth to save us from hell by dying on the cross for our sins. The cross at 

North Berwick speaks of Catherine’s sacrificial love. The Bible declares that 

“the Son of God loved me and gave Himself for me” [emphasis added] (3).  
 

“NO THANKS — I’M OK” 

How foolish it would have been if the boy had refused Catherine’s help! Without 

her, he would certainly have drowned. Without Christ, we too are doomed and 

“without hope” (4). Are you saying “No thanks” to the Lord Jesus — imagining 

that you really don’t need Him? Just as the boy surrendered himself to the strong 

arms of his rescuer, so we must yield to Christ and allow Him to save us. 
 

               STILL LIVING 

It seems a tragedy that Kate Watson died so young when 

all of life was before her. The Lord Jesus died young as 

well — just thirty-three years of age — but His death was 

no tragedy. We are told in Scripture that He had to die, be 

buried, and be raised from the dead on the third day (5). He 

gave His life to save us, and because He lives today Jesus Christ can save all 

those who come to God by Him (6). 
 

FOR YOU … 

Having read this brief message, will you ask Him to be your Saviour? If you 

really want Him to save you, find a quiet place and pray to Him. The following 

words may help you if you are unsure what to say: 

“Lord Jesus, I have sinned against You and deserve punishment. I believe 

You died for my sins on the cross. I am sorry for my sins and want to live a 

different life — with Your help. Please come into my life, cleanse me from 

my sin, and be my Saviour. Amen.” 
 

END NOTES:-  (1)John 15:13;  (2)Luke 19:10;  (3)Galatians 2:20;  (4)Ephesians 2:12;  

(5)1 Corinthians 15:3-4;  (6)Hebrews 7:25.   


