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SSSHHHIIINNNIIINNNGGG  
AAASSS   TTTHHHEEE   SSSTTTAAARRRSSS   FFFOOORRR   EEEVVVEEERRR         

 
by Martin Girard 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Bible is a remarkable book. As well as containing exhortations, practical 
examples are given in the lives of the individuals whom we meet in its pages. It is 
not simply a religious manual containing moral teaching that people ought to 
practise; it is a mirror of life itself. For instance, the instruction to “fear God, and 
keep His commandments” (Eccl.12:13 KJV) can be understood, but we may 
wonder how God can be feared and obeyed in practical ways. We are not left to 
work things out by ourselves, attempting to adhere to a code of moral instructions. 
Godly characters whose lives were marked by faith and obedience are presented 
as illustrations to help us in our own walk with the Lord. Getting to know those 
who pleased the Lord and finished well can inspire us, with the Holy Spirit’s help, 
to be like them. 
 

STILL SHINING 
A very significant statement is found at the end of the first chapter of Daniel 
where we simply read that “Daniel continued” (Dan.1:21). What a fine testimony 
is presented in these few words! Unlike the “stars” who occupy the world’s stage 
today and then fade away, men and women who love and fear God can, like 
Daniel, shine eternally. “They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” 
(Dan.12:3). The truth of this statement is demonstrated in Daniel’s own life. As 
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one who was wise and turned many to righteousness, the brightness of his life did 
not fade. Like the stars of heaven, he shines for ever and ever in the presence of 
his God (Dan.12:3). A life of earthly value may be impressive for a time, but it 
counts for little when weighed in the divine balances. The Lord wants those who 
belong to Him to attain better things. He wants us to surrender our lives to Him, to 
continue, as Daniel did, and to finish well.  
 

“AS THE STARS FOR EVER” 
 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov.9:10). Those who are 
wise will fear Him, and they are the ones who will “shine as the brightness of the 
firmament” (Dan.12:3). The testimony of such people is powerful. By turning 
many others to righteousness and to the Lord, they will shine as the stars for ever.  
 

Don’t seek to be a “star” on this world’s stage! That kind of glory is quickly over. 
But while the fame of this world is transient, “he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever” (1 Jn.2:17). Obedience to God is the key. It is those whose lives 
have been made to count for God who will shine eternally. 

 
   

WWWhhheeennn   HHHeee   cccooommmeeettthhh,,,   wwwhhheeennn   HHHeee   cccooommmeeettthhh,,,      
TTTooo   mmmaaakkkeee   uuuppp   HHHiiisss   jjjeeewwweeelllsss,,,   

AAAllllll   HHHiiisss   jjjeeewwweeelllsss,,,   ppprrreeeccciiiooouuusss   jjjeeewwweeelllsss,,,   
HHHiiisss   lllooovvveeeddd   aaannnddd   HHHiiisss   ooowwwnnn...   

 
LLLiiikkkeee   ttthhheee   ssstttaaarrrsss   ooofff   ttthhheee   mmmooorrrnnniiinnnggg,,,      

HHHiiisss   bbbrrriiiggghhhttt   cccrrrooowwwnnn   aaadddooorrrnnniiinnnggg,,,   
TTThhheeeyyy   ssshhhaaallllll   ssshhhiiinnneee   iiinnn   ttthhheeeiiirrr   bbbeeeaaauuutttyyy,,,   

BBBrrriiiggghhhttt   gggeeemmmsss   fffooorrr   HHHiiisss   cccrrrooowwwnnn...      
 

W. O. Cushing 
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      EEEXXXOOODDDUUUSSS   –––      
TTTHHHEEE   WWWAAAYYY   OOOUUUTTT   

 

by Martin Girard 
 
 
 
 
 

The title given to a book can be significant and may prove to be an accurate 
summary of its content. The name “Exodus” (meaning “the way out”) presents to 
us the theme of the second book in the Old Testament. It is an account of the 
departure (i.e. the exodus) of the people of Israel from Egypt. The previous book 
(Genesis) is the book of beginnings and is often referred to as “the seed-plot” of 
the Bible. Subjects of great importance that we encounter later in the Bible are 
generally found to have had their origin in Genesis. It concludes with God’s 
chosen people, Israel, living in Egypt following a severe famine. But God’s 
purpose for His people was not a future in Egypt. His intention was that they 
should inhabit their own “promised land” – and Exodus introduces us to the first 
steps that God took to bring them there. It all began with them being brought out. 
 

Although Egypt had initially been a safe and pleasant haven for God’s 
people, social conditions changed dramatically. A new king arose who did not 
know or remember Joseph, who had been the “saviour” of the nation (1:8). 
He treated the Israelites harshly and caused them to become slaves in the 
very land where they had previously been so comfortable. In their bondage, 
the people of Israel sighed and cried unto God – and He heard them (2:23-
24). He had a man already chosen to be their deliverer – Moses, one of their 
own number. With the other books of the Bible in our possession, we discover 
that Moses prefigures the Lord Jesus Christ who was to come. Egypt pictures 
the world, and the Pharaoh who oppressed the Israelites typifies Satan, our 
great enemy. Israel was in need of deliverance, and their release from Egypt 
is a picture of our salvation in Christ. 
 

The first twelve chapters of Exodus show how difficult that deliverance was. 
Pharaoh did all that he could to keep the Israelites enslaved – just as Satan puts all 
kinds of obstacles in the way of the sinner needing salvation. After a series of 
plagues that increased in intensity, Pharaoh’s will was eventually broken. Exodus 
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12 describes the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt at the time of the 
Passover when the LORD “passed over” the land in judgment. Each Israelite 
family was instructed to carefully select a young lamb, kill it, and sprinkle its 
blood upon the doorposts of their houses. “When I see the blood, I will pass over 
you,” (12:13) the LORD declared. But if the blood was not applied, the firstborn 
son in the household would die. The believing Israelites were spared from 
judgment because a lamb had been slain, just as today those who trust in the work 
of the Lamb of God will be spared from future judgment.  
 

OUT FROM EGYPT  
After the Passover the real exodus from Egypt began. Pharaoh soon had a change 
of heart and determined to pursue with the Egyptian army. With the waters of the 
Red Sea before them and the armies of Egypt behind them, the 
people of Israel cried out to God. “Stand still and see the 
salvation of the LORD” was God’s response, “for the Egyptians 
whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no more for 
ever” (14:13). God led His people safely across the Red Sea as 
on dry ground, but the pursuing Egyptians perished as the 
walls of water crashed down upon them (14:22,27). “Thus the LORD saved Israel 
that day out of the hand of the Egyptians” (14:30). Chapter 15 contains their song 
of praise following their dramatic deliverance. Their question, “Who is like unto 
Thee, O LORD, among the gods?” (15:11) can be answered simply. He is beyond 
compare! “Fear and dread” would fall upon all the other nations around when they 
heard of what the LORD had done for Israel (15:16).  
 

The Israelites’ journey brought them to Sinai where God gave 
them the Law, including the Ten Commandments (20:1-17), and 
instructions relating to the construction of the tabernacle. This 
movable structure became the place where God met with His 
people. It was to be pitched in the centre of the camp, and it typifies Christ who 
today is to be at the centre of our worship. The amount of space devoted to the 
tabernacle indicates its importance. Detailed instructions were first given relating 
to its design (chapters 25-31) before an account of the actual construction in the 
last five chapters of Exodus. The closing verses describe how “the glory of the 
LORD” was seen resting upon the completed tabernacle (40:34) with “the cloud of 
the LORD” stationary above. This signified His presence with His people (40:38).  
 

The New Testament reminds us that events recorded in previous ages were 
written “for our admonition” and instruction (1 Cor.10:11). It is therefore 
important for us to read Exodus in order to learn of Christ and of what God 
has done for us through Him. 
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by Martin Girard 
 

Anyone familiar with Israel in the Old Testament will realize that in society there 
were different roles. To begin with, an individual (Abraham) was called by God 
to leave his familiar surroundings and embark upon a pilgrimage to an unknown 
destination (1). That individual became the father of a family which eventually 
became a nation, Israel – named after Abraham’s grandson whose original name 
(Jacob) had been changed (2).  
 

The nation, as predicted, spent 400 years in slavery in Egypt (3) before God 
delivered them under the leadership of two men – Moses, and Aaron. Moses was 
initially fearful and lacking in confidence, but God encouraged him by sending his 
brother Aaron to assist him in the task (4). Moses, however, was the one who had 
been chosen to speak on God’s authority; Aaron, although a prophet on Moses’ 
behalf, was subservient to him (5). Later, after God had appeared to Moses at 
Mount Sinai, instructions were given regarding the tabernacle (the place where 
God was to be worshipped by His people while they journeyed through the 
wilderness) and the priesthood. Thus, not only was there a prophet in Israel who 
spoke for God, but there were also to be priests who ministered in sacred things 
relating to the worship of God.  
 

THE FIRST OF EACH 
Strictly speaking, Moses was Israel’s first prophet. Meanwhile Aaron, his brother, 
became the father of a family of priests who ministered at the tabernacle (6). Of 
that family Aaron assumed the role of high priest on account of his seniority. 
After the nation became established in Canaan (their “promised land”) the people 
began to take notice of the nations around them. Each of these other nations had 
kings who reigned over them, and the Israelites wanted to be like them (7). 
Samuel, God’s prophet at the time, was displeased; but God told Samuel to accede 
to their request and to install a king over them. The first king chosen was Saul 
who was anointed with oil before taking up his responsibilities (8).       
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Three different figures, therefore, came to feature in the life of the nation of Israel. 
The prophet was God’s messenger and spoke with His authority. The high priest 
ministered at the tabernacle and was over the family of priests and Levites. (The 
latter generally served in less significant ways than the priests.) The king was the 
secular ruler of the nation, under God. The “judgments” of God rested with him 
(9). But all of these leaders were mortal and died. Moses, after living for 120 years, 
passed from this earth (10). By that time Aaron, his brother, had already died (11). 
Years later we read of the deaths of Saul (12) and then of David (13) who was 
arguably Israel’s finest king. The life of each was marked by success and failure, 
but death prevented them from occupying their positions in a permanent sense. 
 

PROMISED  
While these facts are clear in the Old Testament, other Scriptures indicate God’s 
intention of raising up a prophet, a priest, and a king who would surpass all those 
who had gone before them.  Moses, speaking to the Israelites, told them that God 
would raise up “a Prophet” from the midst of His people, “of 
thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken” 
(Deut.18:15). The LORD had told Moses, “I will … put my words in his mouth; 
and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him” (Deut.18:18). A 
“Prophet” (notice the capital letter) who would arise in Israel was therefore 
promised and would speak with the authority that Moses had possessed. The 
Jewish people have certainly respected Moses throughout their history, so who 
can this promised “Prophet” be?   
 

Not only do we read of a coming Prophet in the Old Testament but also of a 
coming Priest. Consider Psalm 110:4: “The LORD hath sworn, and will not 
repent. ‘Thou art a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchizedek’.” The promise, we notice, does not concern a 
priest like Aaron but like Melchizedek who had lived before Aaron. Mentioned 
only briefly in Genesis 14, Melchizedek was “the priest of the Most High God” 
and was also “king of Salem” (14). We find no king of Israel serving as a priest in 
the Old Testament. Any who dared to do so incurred the judgment of God (15) for 
the roles of priest and king were distinct. But the Old Testament 
also prophesied the coming of a special king who would bring 
peace to the warring planet. Isaiah wrote, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder; and His name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to establish 
it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever” (Isa.9:6-7). Who 
could this special king be?   
 



 8 

THREE IN ONE 
Turning to the New Testament we discover that one Person is the perfect 
fulfillment of all these Old Testament prophecies. The Lord Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, is revealed as Prophet, Priest, and King. We must consider each 
role in turn. 
 

Moses had foretold a coming Prophet with features similar to his own (“like unto 
me”) in Deuteronomy 18:15. On one occasion the Lord Jesus stood up in the 
synagogue at Nazareth and read the words of Isaiah 61:1: “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; He 
hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord” (Lk.4:18-19). After sitting down, the Lord Jesus 
told His listeners, “This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” They 

marvelled as they listened to the gracious words that 
proceeded from His mouth (Lk.4:21-22). Isaiah had 

written of the Messiah who would come bringing the 
message of God. He had come! When a crowd of 5,000 had 

been fed miraculously by the Lord Jesus, people declared, “This is of a truth that 
Prophet that should come into the world” (Jn.6:14). The Lord Jesus Christ, as “the 
Word”, was the very expression of God (16) and spoke as God. He was one of 
Israel’s own people, like Moses, and was known as “Joseph’s son” (17). Yet, 
although He was not recognized as a Jewish rabbi, He spoke with authority – 
unlike the scribes (18). His words were living words (19). His critics were forced to 
declare, “Never man spake like this man” (Jn.7:46). 
 

The Old Testament had also promised another Priest – not a descendant of Aaron, 
but connected with Melchizedek. The book of Hebrews elaborates upon this 
theme and reveals in Hebrews 5:5-6 that Christ is the fulfillment of Psalm 110:4. 
In Hebrews 7 the subject is developed further. Melchizedek, with no recorded 
ancestors, is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ who is eternal. Under the law He 
could never have served as a Levitical priest, “for it is evident that our Lord 

sprang out of Judah; of which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priesthood” (Heb.7:14). The 

Lord Jesus, “after the similitude of Melchizedek,” was 
appointed as Priest – “not after the law of a carnal 

commandment, but after the power of an endless life” (v.15, 16). The priests of 
the tribe of Levi “were many … because they were not suffered to continue by 
reason of death” (v.23). By contrast, Christ (who lives for ever) has “an 
unchangeable priesthood” (v.24). In order to function as a priest, however, “it is 
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of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer” (Heb.8:3). The wonderful 
truth revealed is that Christ “offered up Himself” (Heb.7:27) – not in the sense of 
a repeated sacrifice like the priests of old, but “once … to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself” (Heb.9:26).  
 

Melchizedek, you may remember, “priest of the Most High God” who lived at the 
time of Abraham, was also a king (Gen.14:18). Before His birth at Bethlehem, 
Mary (the mother of our Lord) was told that her Son would be given “the throne 
of His father David” and that He would “reign over the house of Jacob for ever” – 

His kingdom knowing no end (Lk.1:32, 33). 
Tracing His earthly genealogies, we discover 

that the Lord Jesus was indeed a descendant of 
both Jacob and David (20). The words spoken to 

Mary resemble those we have already considered in 
the Old Testament in Isaiah 9:7. Thus the Lord Jesus Christ is revealed to us in the 
New Testament as the Prophet Moses spoke of, the Great High Priest according 
to the order of Melchizedek, and the King of David’s line. Significantly, when 
Jesus was crucified, the title placed above Him was, “This is Jesus the King of the 
Jews” (Mt.27:37).  
 

In the Old Testament three distinct roles were seen – prophet, priest, and 
king. Nobody, in Old Testament times, could combine all of those roles 
because they were distinct. But the New Testament unfolds the truth that the 
three roles have been brought together in one Person – our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 
The subject we have been considering is vast, and this article certainly has not 
done justice to it. Before concluding, however, an explanation might be helpful. 
 

The three roles that we have been looking at need to be related to the three aspects 
of time – past, present, and future – and can be examined in that order. The Lord 
Jesus fulfilled His role of being the Prophet of God in His first coming. Hebrews 
1:2 makes it plain that the God who had spoken in past dispensations to our 
forefathers by the prophets “hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son.” 
Christ, the Eternal Word, is God’s final “word” to mankind. He has nothing 
further to say.  
 

But the very next verse goes on to speak of this great Prophet by 
whom God spoke actually purging our sins through His sacrifice at 
the cross before taking His seat at God’s right hand on high. One of 
the great themes of Hebrews is Christ’s work as our Great High 
Priest. Not only did He offer the sacrifice of Himself upon the cross, 
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but He also fulfills another priestly function at the present time. The priests of old 
needed to “have compassion on the ignorant” and to be “called of God” to the task 
(Heb.5:2,4). Hebrews presents the Lord Jesus to us as our compassionate Great 
High Priest (4:15) who “is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them” (7:25). This 
statement brings us to the present time. The Lord Jesus is our Great High Priest at 
this moment, helping us in our need, and pleading for us before the Father. What a 
wonderful provision we have!   
 

But we must also consider the future. Christ, our Great High Priest who lives in 
the very presence of God, “shall … appear the second time” – not to deal with sin 
again but coming “unto salvation” (9:28). In other words, He will come again to 
bring final deliverance and blessing to His people. So many New Testament 

passages speak of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. Revelation 
19:11-16 describes Him returning to earth accompanied by the 
armies of heaven. He wears the inscription, “King of kings, and 
Lord of lords” (19:16) and comes to reign for one thousand 

years (Rev.20:6). But beyond that millennial reign it remains true 
that “He shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev.11:15).  

 

ONLY GOD COULD HAVE PLANNED ALL THIS! 
What a wonderful prospect lies before us, for those who belong to Christ 
shall reign with Him! But more than that – what a wonderful book the Bible 
is! What human mind could have planned all these things and caused them to 
dovetail with such perfection? With G. V. Wigram we can only exclaim, “O 
God! The thought was Thine … Thine only it could be.”(21) All of these 
thoughts centre in God’s beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, with whom He 
was well pleased (22). Like the wise men of old, let us “worship Him” (23), 
ensure that we listen to Him through whom God has spoken to us, and obey 
Him. As our Great High Priest He will never fail us, and one day He will 
return from heaven to reign as King, supreme over all, for ever. 
 

END NOTES:- (1)Gen.12:1;  (2)Gen.32:28;  (3)Gen.15:13-14;  (4)Ex.4:14-16;  (5)Ex.7:1;  (6) 
Ex.28:1;  (7)1 Sam.8:5;  (8)1 Sam.10:1;  (9)Psa.72:1;  (10)Dt.34:7;  (11)Numb.20:28;  (12)1 
Sam.31:6;  (13)1 Kings 2:1,10;  (14)Gen.14:18;  (15)2 Chron.26:16-21;  (16)Jn.1:1;  (17)Lk.4:22;  
(18)Mt.7:29;  (19)Jn.6:63;  (20)Lk.3:31, 34;  (21)Hymn by G.V.Wigram: What raised the wondrous 
thought?  (22)Mt.17:5;  (23)Mt.2:2. 
 

Matthew 17:5 
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by Martin Girard 
 
Anyone who reads the records of our Lord’s own teaching will be aware of 
the emphasis that He gave to His return. At the close of His discourse on the 
Mount of Olives, opposite the temple in Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus stressed 
the need for His disciples to watch. He had warned them of deceivers and 
false messiahs, of wars and unrest, of opposition and situations of grave 
danger for His people, and of unusual signs in the heavens. But He repeatedly 
cautioned them to be on their guard and not to be deceived. While speaking 
of “the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory” 
(Mk.13:26), He emphasized that the day and hour of His return is known to 
no human being (v.32). “Take ye heed,” He continued; “watch and pray; for 
ye know not when the time is” (v.33).  
 

We can never be reminded too often of this fact. We simply do not know when 
Christ will return, and it is not within our ability to work out the date. Many have 
attempted to do so and have failed miserably. The Lord Jesus compared Himself 
(“the Son of Man”) to someone taking a lengthy journey. The man in His brief 
parable gave authority to his servants before departing, issuing them with 
instructions. There were tasks for them to complete in his absence and – most 
importantly – the porter must watch. Making a very practical application, the Lord 
Jesus said, “Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning; lest 
coming suddenly he find you sleeping” (v.35-36). He could return at any time! 
 

COMING AGAIN 
The Lord Jesus Christ is coming again. He has left us with a definite promise, “I 
will come again” (Jn.14:3). We may believe the promise with our minds, but 
sometimes we do not allow it to affect our hearts as it should! We need 
reminding, often, of our responsibilities in His absence. Each believer has his or 
her own “work” to be engaged in. While He is absent we must not sleep and fail 
to grasp the opportunities which there are for service! As we do not know when 
He is coming, it is vital that we watch. Shame is implied in the thought of us 
sleeping at His return – shame on our part as well as on His. For this reason the 



 12 

Lord Jesus concluded His message to the disciples with the statement, “And what 
I say unto you I say unto all, ‘Watch’” (v.37). It was vital for them to remain in a 
state of alertness, constantly aware of their responsibilities as His followers. 
 

Those final words (“what I say unto you I say unto all”) make it plain that the 
teaching was not for those disciples alone. We who are living some 2,000 
years later are included in this practical application. We must live our lives in 
the light of His return. We must watch for opportunities to serve Him while 
waiting for Him to come, and we must pray.  

 

SIGNS 
Although we cannot predict the day when Christ will return, we have been given 
certain “pointers” to consider. The Lord Jesus spoke of “the days of Lot” 
preceding His return (Lk.17:28-30). Believers in many countries today are aware 
that those days have returned, with the legalizing of homosexual practices. In 

Lot’s day such behaviour merited the judgment of God, and fire 
and brimstone fell from heaven. The reemergence of this 

behaviour which God detests will result in His judgment once more, but this time 
it will be at the coming of Christ. The emergence of “Sodom” indicates the 
nearness of our Saviour’s return. 
 

Another sign we have been given is Israel. After a long exile from their homeland, 
David Ben-Gurion proclaimed the establishment of the State of Israel on May 
14th, 1948. On the same day U.S. President Harry S. Truman gave recognition to 

the new nation. A new nation, yet it was an ancient nation 
which had been restored to its homeland. The Bible teaches 
that Israel, as a nation, will exist in its own land at the return 

of Christ, and that the temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem. Evidence exists today to 
prove that this is indeed an item in the nation’s agenda. Ancient rituals have been 
researched, and plans actually have been drawn up for there to be a functioning 
temple once more in Jerusalem.    
 

Before returning to this earth, Scripture teaches that the Lord Jesus will 
return to the air to gather His Church (1 Thess.4:17). We do not know when 
that event will take place, but many Bible scholars feel that the scene is now 
being set for His return. The Lord has not seen fit to tell us when, but He has 
told us to watch. He has enlightened us so that He may not find us sleeping 
when He comes. We must cling to that final word in His discourse and seek to 
be living in such a way that we shall be ready to meet Him, without being 
ashamed, when He comes. His word is this: “And what I say unto you I say 
unto all, ‘Watch’” (Mk.13:37). 
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by Martin Girard 

In October 1953 an article about short-wave radio appeared in Boys’ Life 
magazine. Ken Boord, the author of the article, was extolling the wonders of 
short-wave radio which enabled users to contact all five continents in a single 
evening — and sometimes within only a few minutes. It seemed so exciting then! 
It might be Big Ben striking the hour in London, or the bells of St. Peter’s in 
Rome; sounds from Baghdad or Egypt, or the call of the Kookaburra bird in 
Australia — “the whole world is at your fingertips” by means of short-wave radio, 
he wrote enthusiastically. 1 
 

Times have changed. Many young people growing up today will hardly have 
heard of short-wave radio, but like the boys who would have read avidly of its 
wonders a little more than sixty years ago, “the whole world is at [the] fingertips” 
of the present generation. Indeed, the world has become something of a global 
village with access to someone on the other side of the globe being possible at the 
click of a button. Computers were all but unknown in 1953 when Ken Boord 
explained “the magic of short-wave radio” to magazine readers.  Not many had 
heard of Alan Turing’s invention in 1936 – a device that printed symbols on paper 
tape – or the Colossus, the first electric programmable computer which was 
demonstrated in December 1943. Early computers were huge, as the name 
Colossus suggests.  
 

                                                 
1 Boys’ Life magazine, October 1953. Article by Ken Boord on page 24. This can be found in 
Google Books. 
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Much could be written about the progress made since those early inventions. 
Hewlett Packard, today a world-renowned computer manufacturer, began to 
market its first desktop computer (the HP 9100A) in 1968. Intel introduced the 
first microprocessor in 1971, and the first micro-computer appeared in 1973 at a 
cost of $1,750!   
 

Since those early days progress has been rapid, 
with technological advances that would amaze 
writers such as Ken Boord. The wonders of 
short-wave radio pale into insignificance in the 
light of developments which have resulted in a 
tiny hand-held device, capable of doing more 
than a cumbersome computer that once was 
housed in a room. Truly “the whole world is at 
your fingertips” today in a very literal sense! 
But is this really good, we ask? Have such developments resulted in a better 
world? Indeed, do they help us in a spiritual sense? 

 

ALWAYS QUESTIONED 
Inventions have always been questioned by spoil-sports, it will be said. When the 
printing press was invented there would have been Christians who frowned upon 
it and branded it as evil. With hindsight, however, we can see that although 
printing presses have been used to promote the devil’s work and to flood the 
world with pornography, they have also been used to spread the Word of God. It 
would be impossible to calculate how many 
have been eternally saved simply by reading a 
printed copy of the Scriptures or a gospel leaflet. 
Radio was also viewed similarly. In its early 
days some believers refused to have a radio (or 
“wireless” as it was then called) because they 
considered it to be a tool of Satan. However, 
radio has been mightily used of God in making 
known the message of the gospel. Again, we will never know while here on earth 
how many have been blessed through this invention.  
 

Television is another means to consider. Although it has its dangers (which may 
be greater than radio in that you not only hear but also see what it offers) the Lord 
has used it in His purposes. The same will undoubtedly be said of newer means 
that are available to us, such as the Internet. We must not adopt a “dog in the 
manger” attitude where we deny that any good can come out of man’s inventions. 
However, neither must we take a “there’s good in everything” position. “What 
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saith the Scripture?” (Rom.4:3 KJV) must be our question. It is important to see if 
there are principles that may help us, for while benefitting from mankind’s 
inventions we are not to be conformed to the world around us (Rom.12:2). With 
this in mind, having the world at your fingertips presents a challenge. Much that 
the world has to offer is not good and should be rejected. Therefore we need to 
apply some principles from Scripture to this question. 
 

FACEBOOK 
Facebook is a very popular and free social-networking website 
which allows registered users to create profiles, send messages, and 
keep in touch with friends. It is available in at least 37 different 
languages. Each member has a personal profile, the most popular of 

which is probably the Wall where messages can be left and pictures displayed. 
Interactive features allow one’s “friends” to comment on what they see. Users can 
also broadcast short announcements to their friends through regular status 
updates. Those who have access to your Facebook page can click “like” to let you 
know that they have enjoyed seeing your picture or reading your comment. From 
a marketing perspective, this is a powerful tool. A business can gain credibility by 
the number of “likes” that commend it to other potential customers. 
 

Is there anything wrong in all this? If the printing press, radio, TV, and the 
Internet can all be used to good effect, why should Facebook be any different? 
On the surface, it shouldn’t be, but there are some deeper principles that need 
to be considered. 

 

The first of these is that Facebook is primarily a very readily-available expression 
of self. Printing, radio, TV, the Internet are all more general tools. Facebook is 
very different, for it is something personal that an individual can use to promote 
self. Users are often warned to be wary about the information they share on 
Facebook. Although unlikely, it is not impossible for one’s identity to be stolen 
when it has been made public. Stalking and trawling have also been known. 
Paedophiles have sometimes disguised themselves and struck up a friendship with 
an unsuspecting young person. In some cases this “friendship” has led to an 
untimely death. But beyond the practical warning about one’s own safety, is it 
right for a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ to promote self? The Saviour did not 
speak of self-fulfillment when He called people to follow Him. Rather, He spoke 
of the need to deny self, take up the cross, and follow Him (Lk.9:23).  
 

CELEBRITY STATUS 
Facebook is a means whereby nobodies can become celebrities. Although it can 
be used in a very modest way, generally it is not. Really, Facebook users are 
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expected to update their profile regularly and to display pictures of themselves. 
Posing in front of a camera or taking a “selfie” (a self-portrait) is the usual 
practice. Viewers then “like” what they see which boosts the self-esteem of the 
one who posted the picture.  
 

Humility is a Christian virtue, but it is unlikely to be 
encouraged when someone announces that they have 
received a hundred “likes” for their latest self-portrait! Used 
in this way, Facebook becomes a “look at me” means of self-
promotion. It implies that the person posting the picture is worth looking at, and it 
is a means of seeking approval and a sense of wellbeing from the commendation 
of others. Is this wrong? Perhaps the question should be reversed. We can only 
say that it is hardly right — for if we are believers we follow a Saviour who 
sought no applause for Himself in this world. If we are followers of the Lord Jesus 
we must be prepared to submit to His authority and to refuse the ways of the 
world that appeal to the old nature.  
 

Another feature that emerges from Facebook and merits 
consideration is the matter of trivia. For many, Facebook has not 
only become a means of self-promotion; it has become trivial. Do 
all my “friends” really need to know that I have worked hard and 
am now relaxing at home with a warm drink in my hand and my favourite food on 
a plate in front of me? Is this really something I need to share? Connected with 
trivia is the time element. How much time can be spent following what other 
“friends” are doing instead of engaging in worthwhile activities? Would it not be 
more useful spending time in the company of a needy human being, seeking to 
help them, rather than frittering away time by reading of the trivial pursuits of 
others? Facebook can actually create artificial friendships that are divorced from 
real personal contact.  
 

The reason put forward for using Facebook is often that it is a means of 
communicating with a number of others at once. While this may be true, it is 
not the only means. Emails can easily be sent to a number of people to convey 
information without having to draw attention to self and invite people to “like” 
what you are doing. 

 

COMPROMISE 
A further consideration needs to be made. It is important for believers to maintain 
biblical standards, but through the use of Facebook it is possible (perhaps 
unwittingly) to endorse practices that are not right. Imagine the following 
scenario. A young Christian reveals (through Facebook) that he now has a 
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girlfriend. By looking at the girl’s profile it soon becomes obvious that she is not 
a believer. How are his “friends” on Facebook going to react? Later, perhaps, the 
young man announces that he has been able to obtain a loan and purchase a house. 
It takes little imagination to work out that he and his girlfriend will soon be living 
together in the house although they are not married. Non-Christian “friends” of 

the young fellow read his updates and “like” his 
statements, for they see nothing wrong in what he is 
doing. But if you are a Christian Facebook “friend” of the 
person, how will you respond? You will not want to upset 

the young man — and in any case Facebook does not allow anyone to “dislike” 
something. Will a Christian who spends a lot of time “chatting” on Facebook be 
prepared to remain silent and not to endorse the wrong step which has been taken? 
In any case other users will be able to read the response that you make to someone 
else’s news. Typical Facebook users face a real challenge in matters like this.   
 

GOD’S BOOK 
More important by far than Facebook is God’s Book — the Bible. In practical 

terms it teaches us not to look after ourselves but to think of 
others — and we don’t need to imagine that we can do this 
by “liking” them on Facebook! Consider the following 
words of Scripture: “Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory: but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves. Look not every man on his own 

things, but every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil.2:3—5).       
 

We need the “mind” [outlook] of Christ. Instead of drawing attention to self, we 
need to think of others. Speaking of the Lord Jesus, John the Baptist said, “He 
must increase, but I must decrease” (Jn.3:30). Does that mean that our “face” 
should not be seen? One verse of Scripture can answer that question. “But we all, 
with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor.3:18).  
 

We need an “open face” as we come before the Lord — open, that is, in order 
for Him to work in our lives and transform us. Time must be spent looking, in 
faith, to Him. As we focus our gaze upon Him, the Holy Spirit of God is able 
to transform us and make us more like the Lord Jesus. Such a transformation is 
better than anything Facebook can offer! 
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by Martin Girard 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The slogan in the rear window of the car in front of mine read, boldly, One Life – 
Live it and said nothing more. Was it an advertisement? Was it a phrase that 
others “in the know” might recognize? I decided to investigate. 
 

A little research on the internet led me to three destinations. First, there was an 
Australian site offering a range of corporate health programmes designed to 
identify risk factors and implement ways to treat and manage them. Another site 
led me to Theresa Dawson, an experienced Clinical Hypnotherapist, and Holistic 
Health Specialist, working in Yorkshire. The final link brought me to the answer 
and to Jed Krettle, the owner of a Land Rover. Jed decided to display a “mission 

statement” in the back of his modified Defender – and 
evidently other Land Rover owners have taken the idea on 
board too. A neighbour described Jed Krettle as “a casual, 
cash-in-hand assistant for a local builder” living in 
Hertfordshire. According to his mother, Jed has taken the one 

life his parents gave him and lives it to the full. “He’s embraced life,” she said, 
rather than just passing through the world. His mother is proud of him – but to all 
accounts Jed’s life is fairly ordinary, “spending the weekend fixing the gearbox on 
his Land Rover, driving up and down the road to St Albans, drinking alone in a 
local pub, or simply relaxing.” The idea has certainly caught on, especially with 
Land Rover owners – but we all have “one life” to live.  
 

ONE LIFE 
The Bible states, “It is appointed unto men once to die” (Heb.9:27). This implies 
that we live once. The fact of death can hardly be denied. Cemeteries and funeral 
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processions, as well as death announcements in a newspaper, constantly remind us 
that death is to be faced. The one life we are living will come to an end. There is 
no thought of reincarnation in the Bible: we live once, and 
we die once. But death is not the end. The verse quoted above 
continues, “But after this the judgment” (Heb.9:27). After that one life of ours 
upon earth is finished, we will meet our Maker to give an account to Him. The 
Bible puts it like this: “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 
God” (Rom.14:12). We will not be able to avoid that meeting – and we will not be 
able to alter the outcome. “Whosoever was not found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev.20:15). Hell is a real place. 
 

BOOK OF LIFE   
God’s Word describes a “book of life” in which can be found the names of 
those belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ. In order to save us from Hell, the Son 
of God entered our world and yielded up His holy and perfect life upon the 
cross. If we acknowledge our sin, turn from it in genuine repentance, and ask 
God to save us from our wrongs through the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus, 
we can be forgiven. If we ask Him to save us, we will never have to face Hell 
because Jesus Christ has already taken our place when He died at the cross. 

 

ONE LIFE – LIVE IT 
For many, life is a disappointment. Yet Christ came into this world that we might 
“have life” and “have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). We were created that we 
might know God, but our relationship with Him has been broken 
because of sin. Our greatest need is to find forgiveness and peace 
with God. When we ask the Lord Jesus Christ to save us, and when 
we ask Him to enter and take control of our lives, something 
happens. God, by His Holy Spirit, comes to live within us, and He 
enables us to enjoy fellowship with God. As Jesus said, life of a more abundant 
quality can be ours!  
 

Possessing a Land Rover will not bring true fulfillment to your life, but 
knowing God in the person of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, will give you 
something that cannot be found anywhere else. As one hymn-writer said, 
“The prospects opening to the Christian’s view are grander as the days go 
by” (1). The life we possess on earth is just the beginning. In God’s presence is 
fullness of joy, and “at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore” 
(Psa.16:11). Allow Christ to have His way in you. Then you really will live. 
 

END NOTE:- (1)The dear old story of a Saviour’s love, by E. E. Hewitt: SANKEY’S 
SACRED SONGS & SOLOS 510. 


