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THE SHINING PATHWAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by Martin Girard 

 
 
 
 

But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day. 

Proverbs 4:18  
 

 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory. 
Psalm 73:24 

 

God’s people are described in Scripture as righteous, or “just”. We can only be 
declared righteous through believing in the Lord (Gen.15:6) and accepting what 
He has done for us. For those who have been declared “just” by Him, a “path” to 
tread has been marked out. According to Proverbs 4:18, that path is like “the 
shining light”. God Himself “is light” (1 Jn.1:5), and His light shines upon the 
pathway that He has revealed in His Word. That pathway is not simply to be 
observed. It is to be approached and entered, and progress should characterize the 
life of the child of God. How can we make headway along the course that He has 
marked? We need to be advancing in the things of God, but how can this be done? 
 

Psalm 73:24 provides an answer to these questions. The words “Thou shalt guide 
me with thy counsel” are significant. “Counsel” is available for the course that lies 
ahead. God wants His children to receive wisdom and direction from Him, and 
such “counsel” is never unavailable because the Lord is always with us. The 
previous verse declares, “Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast 
holden me by my right hand” (Ps.73:23). In the difficulties and perplexities of life, 
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we need to draw near to the Lord and ask Him to guide us in the decisions that we 
must make. With His guidance, it will be possible to make headway along “the 
path of the just” as He directs us according to the precepts of His Word. 
 

In the New Testament, Paul spoke of leaving childhood behind and of becoming a 
man. Maturity is connected with seeing “face to face” and knowing more fully 
than we can know at the present time (1 Cor.13:11,12). What lies ahead of us? If 
we focus upon the horizon, what can we see? Proverbs 
4:18 refers to “the perfect day” when there will be 
fulness of light. The darkness will then have passed, and 
the light will be shining without any hindrance. It may also cause us to think of a 
day that has no end. We are to tread the heavenly pathway looking ahead to the 
horizon and to the “perfect day” that is promised. 
 

“Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory” 
(Ps.73:24). Think of that! We are promised that God will guide us through life, 
and “afterward” receive us to glory. When our brief lives on earth are over, we 
have the prospect of entering a place of majesty and splendour.  
 

What glories lie before the child of God! Those who belong to the Lord are 
destined to share in His eternal glory! Well may we give thanks to God the Father 
who has fitted us to share in His inheritance, by making us saints and bringing us 
into the light (Col.1:12). We are moving on towards these things, and we can look 
forward to the time when we shall be changed and receive the individual 
perfection promised in Holy Scripture to all who believe. (Such “perfection” is, of 
course, unattainable in our life on earth because of sin. Only the Lord can make us 
perfect, and that work is future.) He will change us in such a way that we will be 
equipped to live in the light of the “perfect day” that lies before us.  

 
 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel,  
and afterward receive me to glory  

 
Psalm 73:24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by Martin Girard 
 
 
 
 

The main character of the Old Testament prophecy of Jonah gives the book its 
name. Jonah, whose name means “dove” probably ministered about 780-750 B.C. 
He is mentioned in 2 Kings 14:25 where his prophecy that Israel’s territory would 
be restored is recorded.   
 

Jonah came from Gath-hepher in the territory of Zebulun, near to Galilee. In the 
previous century Assyria had oppressed Israel and controlled the eastern 
Mediterranean coast, but Jeroboam II had re-established Israel’s power. Although 
the influence of Assyria had subsided, the nation still remained a threat to Israel. 
Assyria experienced two plagues (765 and 759 B.C.) as well as a total eclipse in 
763 B.C. These may have been regarded as tokens of coming judgment and could 
have enabled the people of Nineveh to more readily accept Jonah’s preaching.  
 

As much of the prophecy of Jonah is written in the third person it cannot be 
proved that Jonah actually wrote it, but it does seem likely that he was the author. 
Compared with other Old Testament prophecies Jonah is unusual as it consists 
almost entirely of narrative. Jonah, as a Hebrew, would have known that God 
could use the Assyrians as an instrument of His judgment against Israel, so we can 
appreciate how glad he must have felt to contemplate the overthrow of Assyria. 
 

THE CRITICS 
The man in the street approaches the book of Jonah flippantly and dismisses its 
miraculous element, while the scholar in his study attacks it critically as the 
product of a later period. The main character is regarded as a legendary figure in a 
parable illustrating the justice and mercy of God, Nineveh typifying the non-
Jewish world which must be awakened. (It must be pointed out, however, that 
generally parables are not as long as this book.)  Other critics see Jonah as a myth, 
rather like the ancient Greek fable about the king of Troy who chained his 
daughter to a rock on the seashore. He was intending to sacrifice her to Neptune 
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who would appear as a shark, but Hercules destroyed the monster and saved the 
girl. Still others view Jonah as an allegory with Jonah representing Israel. Like the 
nation which was to declare God’s truth to the world, Jonah failed. Babylon is 
seen in the great fish which “swallowed” Israel and took the nation into captivity 
before disgorging the Israelites after the Exile. Jonah’s attitude at the end, they 
say, resembles the spirit of the Jews after their return. 
 

Leaving such unsatisfactory interpretations of Jonah, we can interpret the 
book both literally and historically. Commissioned by God to go to Nineveh, 
Jonah fled to Tarshish so that the 40 days would pass and Nineveh would be 
overthrown. Like the Jews, the Lord Jesus accepted Jonah historically and 
considered him to be as real as the Queen of Sheba (Lk.11:31). He revealed a 
“typical” meaning in the prophet’s experience. Jonah’s “burial” was a 
picture of His own approaching death and burial (Mt.12:40), while Jonah 
himself was a sign to the Ninevites in the same way that the Lord Jesus was 
to the people of His day (Lk.11:30).  
 

OUTLINE OF JONAH 
The opening chapter describes how Jonah was sent by God to Nineveh but 
escaped, instead, to Tarshish. While on the ship a storm arose, for which Jonah 
was deemed to be responsible. Hearing of his guilt, the sailors reluctantly threw 
him overboard where he was swallowed by the great fish which God had specially 
prepared. Chapter 2 records Jonah’s earnest prayer from inside the fish and his 
subsequent return to dry ground. Commissioned again by God, Jonah went to 
Nineveh to preach the same message. This, as well as the success of his mission, 
is recorded in the third chapter. The people of Nineveh repented at the preaching 
of the man who had emerged as it were from death. But Jonah saw their 
repentance as a negation of his prophecy and felt discredited. Sitting opposite the 
city in the oppressive heat he watched and waited in the hope that God might 
change His mind and destroy them after all, feeling he had every reason to be 
angry. Nineveh was spared for some 150 years until the city relapsed and was 
judged by God during the time of Nahum.  
 

There are a number of practical lessons to be found in Jonah. Although all-
powerful, God is also merciful. He is concerned for sinful men and women and 
seeks to warn them. He wants to use us in delivering His message of 
repentance, but we often like to avoid responsibility. Perhaps at times we can 
see ourselves in Jonah who was anything but dove-like! Sometimes mission 
fields can be far more promising than we expect, as Jonah discovered.  

 

If the Lord Jesus set His seal of approval upon this book, then it is worth our 
careful attention. 
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SUFFERING  
 

AS A CHRISTIAN 
by Martin Girard 

 

 
 
 
 
 
In his first epistle Peter takes up the subject of suffering. He refers to the 
sufferings of Christ for us (1 Pet.2:21) and what it means for someone to suffer as 
a Christian (4:16). Suffering can be experienced for a number of causes. Physical 
illness and infirmity can lead to pain. Somebody reading this article may well be 
confined to bed and may be undergoing suffering from which there seems to be no 
relief. Such experiences are not to be minimized or regarded as trivial, for they are 
not. But the purpose of this article is to focus on one specific form of suffering 
which Peter mentions. He cautioned his readers not to suffer for the wrong reason. 
It is possible to suffer for murder, theft, evil-doing, and even being a busybody. 
Indeed, one ought to expect unpleasant consequences from engaging in such 
wrong things. Sin should make us ashamed. “Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed” (1 Pet.4:16 KJV). Rather, “let him glorify God” when 
such an experience arises.  
 

Suffering as a Christian has continued in every generation since Pentecost. Before 
that time, in the Old Testament era, God’s believing people suffered at the hands 
of enemies as well. Today, all over the world, we can find examples of Christians 
suffering. In some countries where a militant and aggressive religion prevails, 
Christian believers experience brutal persecution. But in other places where 
Christians are free to meet openly for worship we can also discover instances of 
persecution. Examples could be given of Christians who have been taken to court 
for acting according to conscience and refusing to submit to humanistic laws. 
Faced with losing their job or having to pay a fine for failing to promote same-sex 
relationships, some believers have been made to “pay the price” for their biblical 
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beliefs. While there is no merit in suffering for evil doing, one who has to suffer 
“for well doing” according to the will of God can bring glory to Him. In fact, 
Peter moves on immediately from this statement to consider how Christ suffered 
for our sins (1 Pet.3:17,18).  
 

REASONS FOR PERSECUTION 
Actually there may be no reasons for persecution! The writer of the longest psalm 
had many persecutors and enemies, but he declared, “Princes have persecuted me 
without a cause” (Ps.119:157,161). There was no valid reason why they should 
persecute him. However, the next words spoken are revealing: “But my heart 
standeth in awe of Thy Word.” Perhaps this explains why he had been caused to 
suffer. Satan detects – and hates – any sign of faithfulness to the Word of God. 
Evidently the “princes” referred to were proud of their own authority and rejected 
the truth of God. The psalmist’s respect for God and His Word provoked their 
derision.  
 

In the New Testament we find a number of reasons why believers may suffer. The 
Lord Jesus pointed out to His disciples that if He experienced persecution, they 
could expect to face it too (Jn.15:20). The way in which the Lord Jesus responded 
to opposition teaches us how we should respond. Actually, Peter tells us that the 
way in which Christ reacted provides us with an example we should follow (1 
Pet.2:21-23). Since He was hated without a cause it ought not to surprise us if we 
experience the same. Paul affirms, “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Tim.3:12). A godly 
life therefore can provoke opposition. We 
may find we are persecuted “for 
righteousness’ sake” – in other words, for actually doing the right thing (Mt.5:10)! 
Preaching the message of the cross (which is a “right” thing to do) can also arouse 
the hatred of men, for man in his pride finds the message offensive and prefers 
some kind of “works” in which he can glory. Paul refers to this in Galatians and 
makes it very clear that some preferred to preach circumcision in order to avoid 
the persecution associated with the cross (Gal.5:11; 6:12).  
 

The message of the Bible is never popular. Jesus spoke of tribulation or 
persecution arising “because of the Word” (Mt.13:21). There will always be the 
temptation to give people what they want to hear, but that will never do. Early 
believers who were beaten and commanded not to speak in the name of Jesus 
“departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His name” (Acts 5:41). Their love for the Master 
lessened the pain. They remembered what He had suffered for them and gladly 
accepted the beating for His sake. Persecution, therefore, may come to us for the 
Lord’s sake, for faithfulness to the truth, and for living a godly life.  
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SOMETHING TO REMEMBER 
Those who suffer in the cause of Christ must remember that there is a divine 
purpose in it. Although we may not be aware of that purpose now, one day we 
shall understand. At the present time it is certainly true that “tribulation worketh 
patience” (Rom.5:3). The trials we experience can be used by God to develop 
both patience and a spirit of perseverance in us. For this reason we must accept 
God’s wise and loving dealings with us and be “patient in tribulation” 
(Rom.12:12) like the Thessalonian believers were (2 Th.1:4). Paul actually took 
pleasure “in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ’s sake” (2 Cor.12:10) for he knew that when he was conscious of 
human weakness he could draw upon the greater divine strength. 
 

In Daniel 3 we have the account of three faithful men who were cast into a 
burning, fiery furnace because of their refusal to engage in idolatry. 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, was astounded to see not three but four 
men in that furnace, walking about freely and unharmed by the intense heat of the 
fire. The Lord Himself, who was with His children in their trial, brought them 
safely out. The record of their experience can encourage us greatly. Nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ, not even persecution (Rom.8:35)! 

Paul, who suffered much, could write of 
being “persecuted, but not forsaken” (2 

Cor.4:9). Those who hurt the Lord’s people hurt Him too, as Saul discovered 
while on his way to arrest believers in Damascus (Acts 9:4,5). Any who face 
severe sufferings for Christ’s sake can discover a super-abundant consolation (2 
Cor.1:5). The experience of the three Israelites in the furnace confirms to us that 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Ps.46:1, emphasis 
added). 
 

Some other facts ought not to be forgotten. The Lord will deliver the righteous 
from all their troubles, as He delivered David (Ps.34:6,17). We ought not to forget 
that the death of a believer can be the means He uses to provide deliverance. Paul 
assures us that our present sufferings cannot compare with the glory that lies 

before us (Rom.8:18). Although he suffered as an evil-doer 
would, Paul’s eye was on the future and he looked forward 
to reigning with Christ (2 Tim.2:9,12). He knew, humanly 
speaking, that he deserved none of this because he was 
guilty of persecuting believers unto death (Acts 22:4) and, 
for this reason, was not fit to be called an apostle (1 

Cor.15:9). But in mercy the Lord saved Him, and He can still do the same. Some 
of those who persecute God’s children today may yet repent and humbly turn to 
Christ. If they refuse, then they will of course face His judgment. 
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RESPONDING TO PERSECUTION 
When we experience persecution it is wise to pause and ask the Lord what He 
may be saying. On one occasion, at least, the disciples were told by the Lord Jesus 
to interpret persecution as a sign that they should move from the town where they 
were hated to another (Mt.10:23). By contrast, Paul simply endured the suffering 
and stayed where he was (1 Cor.4:12). Much wisdom is needed in order to know 
what the Lord wants us to do. There is certainly nothing wrong in praying for 
deliverance, like David did. “O LORD my God, in Thee do I put my trust,” David 
said; “save me from all them that persecute me, and deliver me” (Ps.7:1). In 
desperate need Hezekiah turned to God and cried, “O LORD, I am oppressed; 
undertake for me” (Isa.38:14). We are certainly invited to call upon Him in our 
need, for we read, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify Me” (Ps.50:15). Troubles and suffering must not cause us to 
doubt. Rather, we need to maintain our trust in the Lord. 
 

Something else, however, needs to be considered. Remember how the Lord Jesus 
prayed for His enemies as He was nailed to the cross. Instead of blaming them or 
pointing to their hatred, He said, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do” (Lk.23:34). How amazing! The Lord Jesus knew what they did not 
know. He had come to be the Sin-bearer, and in His sacrifice He was making 
provision for their forgiveness if only they would 
believe. His purpose for His people is that they 
should have the same spirit of compassion. “Love 
your enemies,” He declared, “bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you” (Mt.5:44). 
The flesh within us would treat them as they have treated us, but the Saviour 
points us to a higher way. Romans 12:14 confirms this: “Bless them which 
persecute you; bless, and curse not.” Notice here how Paul repeats the exhortation 
just in case we have missed it the first time! He appears to be saying, “Yes, I 
mean it! Those who have cursed you are to be blessed, not cursed!” 
 

Naturally, suffering is one of the last things we would choose. It is, however, a 
privilege! Paul rejoiced in it (Col.1:24) and could speak of being “exceeding 
joyful in all our tribulation” (2 Cor.7:4). Of course, we must not go out of our way 
to seek persecution by provoking other people; but if it should come our way we 
must remember that we are in good company! The 
prophets of old suffered for their faithfulness. Think of 
the words of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 5:10-12: “Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 
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your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you.”  

A VAST SUBJECT 
The many verses quoted in this article have proved, without question, that this 
subject is vast. As followers of the Lord Jesus who was rejected in this world, we 
should not expect popularity. Rather, we should expect the kind of treatment He 
received at the hands of men. He, our Master, is greater than us. If He was 
persecuted in this world, we must not be surprised if we receive the same 
treatment.  
 

It goes without saying that we must not invite persecution by acting in foolish 
ways. However, if we are able to live comfortably among the enemies of Christ, 

something must be wrong. This is where the “seeker-friendly” 
or “cringe-free” approach falls flat, for it usually results in a 
diluted Gospel being made known. As stated earlier, it is 
becoming increasingly necessary for Christ’s followers today to 
speak out against the barrage of transgender and same-sex 

relationship issues which constantly bombard us. Adopting a biblical line may 
cause us to be ostracized in society and dismissed from employment – as some 
have been. 
 

Our responsibility is to “relieve the oppressed” (Isa.1:17). We ought not to 
make life more difficult for anyone by our unhelpful remarks. Job charged his 
three “friends” with persecuting him (Job 19:22) rather than comforting him. 
In many countries today laws are being passed that flatly contradict God’s 
Word. By remaining faithful to God and to Scripture, those living in such 
countries may well find they are treading a pathway of suffering. May the Lord 
strengthen us for whatever lies ahead and give us the grace to remain faithful 
to Him. Let us also continue to support and pray for those who suffer for Him.   

 

In reflecting upon these things, the words of an old hymn come to mind.  
Oh, precious words that Jesus said! –   

“The world I overcame;  
And they who follow where I lead  

Shall conquer in My Name.”  
There will most certainly be tribulation in the world for those who follow Christ, 
but nothing can compare with the ultimate victory which He has promised! 
 

1 Peter 4:16 
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THE PROMISE OF 

PERSECUTION 
 

by Martin Girard 

 

 
 

 
After being released from prison, a Christian human rights lawyer was able to 
phone his family. His wife was delighted to hear from him, but she could hardly 
make sense of what he was saying. The reason was not a poor phone signal; 
rather, the isolation and torture he had experienced while in prison had left the 
man unable to speak coherently. What was his “crime”? He had assisted fellow 
believers. 
 

For more than 50 days his captors had given him “shock treatment” by holding an 
electric baton to his face and piercing his skin with toothpicks. At another time 
propaganda had been broadcast continuously into his prison cell by means of a 
loudspeaker for 68 weeks. During his imprisonment the man had no access to 
reading material or TV, and he had no genuine human contact at any time. His 
one “meal” each day consisted of a single slice of bread and a piece of cabbage. 
As a result he lost about 50 pounds in weight as well as many of his teeth because 
of malnutrition. After his release from prison he was not really free but was kept 
under house arrest. Although his wife and family members escaped to the west, 
the man refused to leave his home country as he believed God had a work for him 
to do there.  
 

TYPICAL OF MANY 
This one man’s experience is typical of so many others. All across the world there 
are individuals who are persecuted for their faith in Christ and are suffering. 
Those of us who enjoy freedom should be concerned. Hebrews 13:3 exhorts us to 
“remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them” (KJV).  Do we think of 
those who are being persecuted, and do we pray for them? Are our hearts moved 
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for them in their trials? We should, in a sense, know what it means to be “bound 
with them” as we take their distressing experiences to heart. 
 

Did you know that the Bible has a lot to say about persecution? I decided to do a 
little research by looking up such words as persecute, persecution, suffer, 
suffering, oppressed, oppression, trouble, and tribulation in my concordance. 

What a lot of references I found! Persecution is 
just one word; the others help us to understand 
what persecution means. It is not an isolated 
concept, for it leads to suffering, oppression, 
and trouble. The Psalmist was experiencing it 
and asked God how long it would continue 

before his tormentors were judged (Ps.119:84). Eliphaz, one of Job’s friends, 
declared that “man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7). You 
will understand what he meant if you have ever stood near a fire and watched the 
sparks flying up into the night sky. Troubles can be plentiful. As part of the 
human race we are “born unto” them. Persecution is just one of those “troubles”. 
 

Other Scriptures add breadth to the subject. Persecution is often meted out 
by the proud upon those who are poor (Ps.10:2). It can result in the 
persecuted soul being brought very low, for those who do the oppressing are 
characterized by being stronger than the victims they oppress (Ps.142:6). 
Another fact to consider is this: those who love God’s Word can often be 
persecuted on account of it. The Psalmist alluded to this when he wrote, “All 
Thy commandments are faithful: they persecute me wrongfully: help Thou 
me. They had almost consumed me upon earth; but I forsook not Thy 
precepts” (Ps.119:86,87). He found it difficult to understand why he had to 
suffer for his belief in God’s Word and his love for it.  
 

A REAL EXPERIENCE 
There is a saying, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never 
hurt me.” This, however, is not always true. Unkind words can wound deeply. 

Paul faced reproach for his trust in the living God (1 
Tim.4:10). Nehemiah and his fellow-workers were mocked 
mercilessly as they rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem. They 

were called “feeble Jews” by their opponents who ridiculed 
their efforts. Tobiah the Ammonite taunted the builders by saying the wall was so 
fragile that the weight of a fox would cause it to collapse (Neh.4:2,3).  
 

Others have faced false accusations. Charles Spurgeon, the well-known British 
preacher of the nineteenth century, and his wife, kept some hens. Critics accused 
them of being mean because they always sold the eggs and never gave any away 



 13 

to family members or friends. It was only after the deaths of both Mr. and Mrs. 
Spurgeon that the truth became known. All profits from the 
sale of the hens’ eggs were used to support two needy elderly 
widows. The accusations had therefore been very unkind and 
must have hurt the Spurgeons. 
 

However, if taunts do not succeed in damaging the Lord’s work, Satan will 
resort to other tactics. We find this in the experience of Nehemiah. When the 
accusations of the enemy did not cause the work to cease, Sanballat, Tobiah, 
and their associates “conspired … to come and to fight against Jerusalem” 
(Neh.4:8). Nehemiah now faced the physical presence of the enemy. 
 

EXAMPLES ABOUND FROM SCRIPTURE 
Persecution can have a profoundly detrimental effect upon those who experience 
it, and a believer who is under pressure might sometimes question the ways of 
God. It is a great comfort to know that the Lord Jesus was severely tested when 
here on earth and is “touched” by our trials and sufferings at this present time 
(Heb.4:15). He was accused of using Satan’s power to perform miracles, and His 
parentage was questioned by His hostile accusers who 
labelled Him “a Samaritan” (Mt.12:24; Jn.8:41,48). How it 
must have hurt the holy Son of God to hear their vile taunts! 
But there were other ways in which He suffered.  Before His 
crucifixion He was scourged and cruelly treated by Pilate’s soldiers. Indeed, 
Isaiah had prophesied that His face would be marred more than any other man’s 
(Isa.52:14). Truly, He was hated without a cause. 
 

Making our way through the pages of Scripture, it is possible to compile an 
extensive list of individuals who experienced persecution. The first was Abel 
(Gen.4) who was killed by his jealous brother, Cain. Joseph, in a similar way, 
faced the hostility of his own brothers. Hated by them, he was sold as a slave and 
transported to Egypt. There, falsely accused, he found 
himself in prison with his feet painfully fastened in iron 
fetters (Ps.105:18). Surely he was tempted to think he had 
been abandoned by God! The nation of Israel suffered 
slavery in Egypt and were a persecuted people (Ex.1). 
Moses, their deliverer, deliberately chose to “suffer affliction 
with the people of God” (Heb.11:25). Others, like him, found that there is a price 
to pay for faithfulness. Daniel’s three friends faced the burning fiery furnace 
(Dan.3), and Daniel himself was cast into the den of lions (Dan.6). Jeremiah, like 
so many prophets of old, was persecuted (Jer.17:18; Jas.5:10). David, too, in so 
many of his psalms, described his feelings as he faced the relentless persecution of 
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a cruel enemy and pleaded for God’s deliverance (Ps.31:15).  
 

The same theme runs through the New Testament. John the Baptist died as a 
martyr for his faithfulness in speaking the truth (Mt.14), and others trod the 
same path. Stephen was stoned; James was beheaded, and according to 
tradition both Peter and Paul experienced martyrdom. The list is extensive 
and proves beyond question that many of God’s servants suffered severely at 
the hands of ungodly men, as Hebrews 11:36-38 teaches. 
 

FOR US TODAY 
The prospect of persecution is one from which we cannot escape. In His discourse 
adjacent to the temple in Jerusalem shortly before His death, the Lord Jesus 
outlined future events associated with His return. He made it clear that before the 

“fearful sights and great signs … from heaven” His 
followers would face persecution and be “brought 
before kings and rulers” (Lk.21:11,12). He also taught 
His disciples in John 16:33 that they would face 
difficulties in the world. His words should leave us in 
no doubt: “In the world ye shall have tribulation”. The 
final part of the verse – “be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world” – is perhaps quoted rather more 

often. We rejoice that our Saviour has overcome the world, but we are not so keen 
to be reminded that we shall face tribulation in the world! We love to think of our 
blessings, which are many, but we tend to forget what our Lord has promised for 
those who seek to be faithful to Him – and that is persecution. 
 

This particular promise is not isolated. Paul, in his final epistle to Timothy, 
assured his younger colleague that all who aspire to godly living shall suffer 
persecution. He does not mince his words in 2 Timothy 3:12: all who live in a 
godly way shall suffer persecution. The expressions are definite. The word 
“suffer” has its own meaning too and makes it clear that persecution will by no 
means be a pleasant experience, for it involves suffering. The Lord Jesus also 
reminded His followers of truths He had already shared with them when He used 
the word “remember” in John 15:20. He, our Master, is greater than us. If He was 
persecuted in this world, we must not be surprised if we receive the same 
treatment. 
 

When Paul and Barnabas visited the places where they had preached the gospel in 
order to encourage the new believers, they exhorted them “to continue in the 
faith” and made it clear that “we must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). Like their Master, these two servants did not want 
any new disciple to be deluded. The pathway ahead is difficult, and persecution is 
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to be expected from the world. They believed the words spoken by the Lord Jesus: 
“If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you” (Jn.15:20). Early on, 
the new believers in Thessalonica had been warned by Paul that they would face 
opposition from a hostile world. When it arose, Paul was concerned that they 
should not “be moved” by the afflictions, for “we are appointed thereunto,” he 
declared (1 Thess.3:1-4).  
 

In fact, although we may find it difficult to understand this, the Lord has a 
purpose in allowing us to be persecuted. Philippians 1:29 states: “For unto you it 
is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for 
His sake.” The word translated as “given” actually means 
graciously bestowed.  Have we grasped this? Not only has He 
graciously enabled us to believe in Christ; He also has 
graciously bestowed upon us the privilege of suffering, or of 
being persecuted, for His name’s sake! Although we may not 
relish the prospect, persecution is divinely permitted and is a means by which we 
can be drawn nearer to our dear Saviour who suffered for us. 
 

IN CONCLUSION 
In drawing these thought to a conclusion, two final points must be considered. 
What can we do when we face persecution for the sake of our Master? Psalm 119 
supplies the answer: we must draw upon the Word of God. The persecuted writer 
of this psalm placed his hope in the Word (v.81), looked expectantly for it (v.82), 
refused to forget it (v.83), acknowledged that it was faithful (v.86), did not 
forsake its teaching (v.87), and vowed that he would obey it (v.88). We need that 
Word too! In the trials of life we must cling to its promises and feed upon its truth. 
Only in this way can we be strengthened and brought through. 
 

But if our present pathway is fairly easy, let us never forget those 
elsewhere who are facing the persecution of a hostile world. As they 
experience the heat of the furnace, let us constantly remember them in 
our prayers.     

 

 
 
 
 

 
Psalm 119:86 
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by Martin Girard 

 

For many Christians today discerning the will of God seems an impossibility. In 
fact, many people are not aware that God has a plan for their lives. They never 
think of asking Him to direct them. We may read of the journeying of the 
Israelites in Old Testament times and wish for such clear guidance today. The 
LORD went before His people as they journeyed to Canaan. The pillar of cloud by 
day and the pillar of fire by night provided them with constant direction, as 
Numbers 9 so clearly indicates. We may think it was easy for them, while it is 
difficult for us to know what to do. We all face decisions in life and want to avoid 
making mistakes. Does the New Testament offer us any practical help? 
 

Many years ago I listened to Theodore Epp, the founder of Back to the Bible 
Broadcast,   preaching a message on Trans World Radio. I was a young person at 

the time with many questions, wondering what I should do. In 
that programme Mr. Epp offered a helpful book entitled “The 
Perfect Will of God” written by his colleague, G. Christian 
Weiss. I wrote to the radio station requesting a copy of the book. 
Not long afterwards it arrived in the post, and I began to read it 

carefully. Looking back, I have to say that this book is one of the most helpful I 
have ever read. Its principles have remained with me through the intervening 
years. Allow me to share some of its practical teaching with you. 
 

The Bible makes it clear that God has a definite plan for every believer. Actually, 
He is far more desirous of making it known than we are of receiving and obeying 
it. While God earnestly desires to reveal that plan, it is possible for us to miss it. If 
we are saved through the work of our Lord Jesus Christ we must remember that 
we belong to Him, and our concern in life should be to please Him in all things. 
We therefore ought not to be indifferent and unconcerned about the will of God.  
 

The opening verses of Romans 12 provide us with three steps which must be 
taken if we desire the will of God for our lives. Paul wrote: “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” 
(Rom.12:1,2). The secret of discerning God’s will for our lives can be found in 
these verses. Let us consider the three necessary steps. 
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THREE STEPS 
The first step to be taken is to surrender ourselves to the Lord. In view of God’s 
wonderful mercy in saving us, we ought to yield those redeemed lives to the Lord. 
He does not ask for a dead sacrifice but for one that is living. 
We must give up ourselves, our desires, our plans, and our 
ambitions, and yield lives that are holy to the Lord. G. 
Christian Weiss said: “There is no way to side-step or by-pass the altar of sacrifice 
if you would walk in God’s court and minister in His sanctuary in accordance to 
His will.”(1) We must remain yielded to His will. It is not a matter of asking the 
Lord to reveal His will so that I may decide whether I like what He tells me to do 
or not. The choice must be left with Him. 
 

The second step is one of separation. The Scripture quoted above states plainly, 
“Be not conformed to this world” (Rom.12:2). Worldly Christians cannot expect 
to discover the will of God for their lives. We must not 
love the world or be conformed to it. The world’s 
principles and pleasures must be avoided like the plague, 
and neither must we make worldly possessions our goal. Unless we separate 
ourselves from the ways of the world we will not be in a position to discover the 
will of God for our lives. 
 

The final stage is spiritual-mindedness. This can be seen in the words “be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Rom.12:2). Our outlook must not be 
carnal but spiritual. We need to be filled with 
and controlled by the Holy Spirit. We must 
allow Him to occupy us with Christ. The 
Lord Jesus must fill our vision, and we must “abide” in Him as He taught His 
disciples in John 15.  
 

A helpful illustration may enable us to understand these three steps. 
Suppose you were visiting a friend’s house and wanted to find the 
washroom. The friend explains to you that the washroom is 
upstairs, and in order to get to it you need to climb the stairs. What 
would your friend say if you refused to use the staircase and started looking 
around the house to find some other way upstairs? He would surely think you 
were rather strange! If you explained that climbing the stairs required effort he 
would probably tell you that it was the easiest way to reach the washroom! In the 
same way, if we would rise to that higher plane of knowing the will of God we 
must take these three simple steps. We must surrender our lives completely to the 
Lord and to His will; we must separate ourselves for the corruption of this world; 
finally we must have spiritually-renewed minds. These three steps are essential in 
order to discern the will of God for our lives. 
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THREE GREEN LIGHTS 
When those three steps have been taken, how can we expect God to guide us? 
There are at least three sources of guidance which help to enlighten our pathway. 
The first of these is the Word of God. The Psalmist wrote, “Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps.119:105). We must read His Word 
carefully and prayerfully, examining our plans in the light of its truth. It is 
certainly true that “There can never be any guidance contrary to the Word; there 
will seldom be guidance apart from the Word.” (2) 
 

The second source of guidance is the Holy Spirit. We are informed in Romans 
8:14 that He leads the children of God. The Holy Spirit indwells all true believers. 

He delights to direct our lives and give assurance to our hearts. But 
there is a third source of guidance which we must consider. God 
can use circumstances to direct the lives of His children. Sometimes 
He may open a door of opportunity in response to an earnest prayer, 
while at other times a door may remain firmly closed. “The steps of 

a good man are ordered by the LORD” (Ps.37:23). Although circumstances in 
themselves are not an infallible guide, God can direct the circumstances and 
events of our lives. 
 

The story is told of the time when the preacher F. B. Meyer was on a ship which 
was entering a harbour one very dark night. The harbour entrance was very 

narrow. How could the captain know he was entering the 
harbour safely? The captain pointed to three green lights 
which, when they were correctly aligned, guided the ship 
safely in to the port. In just the same way when the teaching 
of the Word of God, the inward witness of the Holy Spirit, 

and outward circumstances are in harmony, we can be convinced that we are 
acting in accordance with the will of God.   
 

The will of God is described as good, acceptable, and perfect in Romans 12:2. 
We will not be disappointed if we seek it and submit to it. This is a very 
important subject which has been the theme of many books. Space here does 
not allow the subject to be explored as completely as it might have been. The 
steps outlined, however, can help anyone who genuinely wants to discover the 
will of God. 
 

END NOTES:- (1) G.C. Weiss, The Perfect Will of God (The Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, 1950), p.49. (2) Ibid, p.80.   

 

Proverbs 3:6 
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A or B ONLY 
 

by Martin Girard 
 

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.   

(John 3:36) 
 

Sometimes a number of options may be 
presented on a form, or multiple-choice 
questions allow one of four or five 
answers to be selected. Diversity is 
welcomed in society today, and all points 
of view are to be tolerated. There is one 
area, however, where two options only 
exist. If one position is not accepted, the 
other automatically applies. 
 

This can be seen in the message of the Gospel. John 3:36 makes it abundantly 
clear that the two positions are “believing” and “not believing”. There is no 
middle ground, alternative position, or opportunity to evade the issue. 
 

WHAT IT REALLY MEANS 
To believe on the Son means to trust the Lord Jesus Christ personally. Only He 
can save us from the consequences of our sins. On the cross He died for sinful 
people, willingly laying down His perfect and sinless life for our salvation. We 
must turn from our sin, which is abhorrent to a perfectly holy God, and ask Him to 
forgive us through the work of His Son. We must receive the Lord Jesus Christ as 
our own personal Saviour. Those who “believe” in this way are assured of 
“everlasting life” and actually possess it now. 
 

The alternative position is not to believe. The verse quoted above tells us that all 
who will not believe “shall not see life” but remain under wrath. God’s righteous 
anger hangs over them like a threatening cloud and will ultimately fall upon them. 
In order to avoid that fearful calamity it is therefore necessary to believe on the 
Lord Jesus. 
 

There are no other positions. We would urge all who read these words to 
take them seriously. John 3:36 is part of Holy Scripture. Heaven is 
promised to those who believe, but Hell will be the fate of all who refuse 
God’s gracious provision in Christ. Do not delay: trust Him now as your 
Saviour.   


