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PPPAAAUUUSSSEEE   FFFOOORRR   TTTHHHOOOUUUGGGHHHTTT   
 

by Martin Girard 
 

Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the 
wondrous works of God.  

Job 37:14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The world in which we live can often be a very noisy place. Building sites are not 
generally known for silence! You will hear the rumble of a cement mixer, the 
scream of a drill, and the varied sounds of tools and gadgets as work goes on. 
Demolition sites are not quiet places either. There is the dull thud of a great 
weight suspended from the arm of a tall crane repeatedly hitting a wall, followed 
by the crash of falling masonry. We pity people who have to live along a busy 
road and therefore suffer the constant roar of traffic as buses, cars, lorries, and 
motor cycles go past incessantly. If you happen to be flying from a busy airport 
you may experience first hand the uninterrupted noise of aircraft engines as you 
walk across the tarmac to board your plane. The worst noise, however, may be 
that of a pneumatic drill breaking up the road surface or a pavement. Workmen 
are equipped with the necessary safety gear, including ear-mufflers, but 
pedestrians without such protection will endeavour to keep as far away from the 
deafening drill as possible. 
 

Have you noticed how some people seem to choose noise? It may not be a great 
noise, but so many shops have music playing all through the day. Waiting rooms, 
too, are places where often radio programmes are being broadcast. Is there a 
reason for this? Could it not be that we do not like to be quiet and to be left to our 
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own thoughts? People who live alone often crave company and feel the need to 
have the radio or TV on in the background all the time – often taking little notice 
of what is actually being spoken about. Those who like to keep fit are frequently 
seen jogging along the road wearing headphones so that they can enjoy their 
chosen music.  
 

Many churches are noisy and busy places because people like it that way. Perhaps 
silence can be frightening or unnerving. We want to avoid it. Missionary Jim 
Elliot was right when he said, “The devil has made it his business to monopolize 
on three elements – noise, hurry, crowds. Satan is quite aware of the 
power of silence.” But we must remember that God is not 
encountered so much in the noise and in the activity as He is 
in the stillness. The Psalmist wrote, “Be still, and know that I 
am God” (Ps.46:10). When Elijah stood before the Lord upon 
a lonely mountain, “a great and strong wind” tore the 
mountain and broke the rocks in pieces, “But the LORD was not in the wind: and 
after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: and after 
the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still 
small voice” (1 Kings 19:11,12). The LORD manifested Himself in the stillness, 
and Elijah came to know that He is indeed God. 
 

Elihu, although he was younger, lived at the same time as Job. He asked Job to 
hear him for a moment and advised him simply to “stand still” and then 
“consider the wondrous works of God” (Job 37:14). Many words had been 
spoken – some of them without a great deal of understanding on the part of 
those who had uttered them. It was time to cease speaking and to be still in 
order to consider some of God’s wonders. What had God done? What marked 
Him out, or distinguished Him, from all others? From our New Testament 
perspective, we can consider three of His “wondrous works”. 

 

THE WONDER OF CREATION 
To begin with, we need to consider the wonder of Creation. 
Carlton Buck wrote the hymn, “Creation shows the power of 
God”. In it he said that those who see “must stand in awe, for 
miracles abound.” The Bible is not a science textbook, but neither 
does it contradict true science. Genesis 1:1 presents the fact of 
Creation. The Almighty God is the Creator. Genesis is in the 
“history section” of the Bible and is intended to be understood 
literally. God did not employ evolution: He created everything 
recorded in the first chapter of the Bible in six literal days.  
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When we look up into the night sky and view the starry host and 
the vast expanse of space, we are admiring the work of His 
fingers (Ps.8:3). There are wonders all around for those who 
pause to consider. We can learn lessons from a colony of ants 
(Prov.6:6). How amazing it is to watch the swallows and other 

migratory birds returning to the northern hemisphere every spring time after a 
journey encompassing thousands of miles. How do they manage to navigate with 
such accuracy – not only reaching the same country as last year, but the very same 
building? In the autumn they spread their wings once more and vanish from our 
shores. Is this a mere coincidence? Does it not rather demonstrate the wisdom of 
the Creator? This is just one of His many “wondrous works”.  
 

Beauty, we are told, is in the eye of the beholder. This ancient saying, which 
can be traced back to Greek literature in the 3rd Century BC, suggests that 
beauty is subjective. What one person finds beautiful may mean nothing to 
someone else. However, when we are contemplating God’s Creation, beauty is 
right there before us. A marvellous view across sweeping countryside from a 
hill, or the stillness of a sunset on a clear evening – scenes like this can speak 
to the soul. Those with eyes to see it can witness more of the wondrous works 
of God.  

 

THE WONDER OF AN ORDERED UNIVERSE 
Another wonder ought to be considered. We live in a world where, naturally, 
order prevails. There is seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night (Gen.8:22). Sunrise and sunset can be calculated with absolute 
precision, as can the tides. Astronomers have studied the orbit of each planet and 
the path of the moon. Why does this earth retain its prescribed orbit and not hurtle 
off into outer space? Why do the planets not veer from their courses and collide 
with one another? Why does the sun remain in its precise location? If it was 
slightly closer to the earth, or slightly further away, the outcome could be 
catastrophic. This planet might become uninhabitable – or at the very least an 
inhospitable place to live.   
 

Questions like this demand an answer. Is it a sheer coincidence that such order 
prevails? No, the answer is found in the Word of God. The Son of God is 
upholding all things by the word of His power (Heb.1:3). At Creation God 
spake and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast (Ps.33:9). A powerful 
word was spoken, and the universe came into existence. It is that same word of 
power which has sustained everything ever since. Order prevails because God 
is in control. This is another of His “wondrous works”.  
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THE WONDER OF SALVATION 
A third wondrous work cannot be ignored – the wonder of salvation. Sin had 
entered the human race through the disobedience of 
Adam in the Garden of Eden, bringing death in its 
wake. Its effect had been felt universally. Mankind 
was doomed. God had introduced a sacrificial system 
whereby an innocent victim could die for a guilty 
sinner, as seen in the animal sacrifices of old. These 
sacrifices, however, were inadequate. The root 
problem remained. What could be done?  
 

In order to overcome sin’s disastrous effect upon the human race God sent His 
own Son into the world in human form. The Lord Jesus Christ came willingly to 
die for sinful people. He did not simply possess a finite, human life. As the Son of 
God He was an eternal Being. By-passing the source of sin found in man who 
would produce a son in his own likeness, Jesus was born of a virgin and had no 
human father. He therefore inherited no sinful nature and remained the pure and 
holy Son of God. He suffered willingly on the cross and experienced the 
punishment meted out by a righteous and holy God before laying down His life. 
He paid the penalty demanded on account of sin and at the same time 
demonstrated both the great love of God and His own love. 
 

Salvation has been provided, but we must avail ourselves of what has been 
done. There is no such thing as automatic salvation. Individually, we must see 
in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ the answer to our need. We must turn 
from sin to God, humbly acknowledging our guilty state before Him and 
asking to be saved through the work of God’s own Son upon the cross. Those 
who respond by receiving the Lord Jesus as Saviour are born again and 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. They become a new creation in Christ. What a 
wondrous work this is! Lost and guilty sinful people can be forgiven and can 
receive eternal life. The death of Christ upon the cross demonstrates both 
God’s justice and His love. Both meet together and are completely satisfied. 
Who could have devised such a great plan but God Himself? 

 

CONSIDER THE WONDROUS WORKS OF GOD 
Did Elihu really understand the significance of his words when he encouraged Job 
to stand still and consider the wondrous works of God? Rather than engaging in 
further debate, he saw the need to focus the attention of his listeners on One who 
was far greater than they were. It was time be quiet and ponder the incomparable 
works of the Almighty. We also need to give them our attention. 



 6 

What wondrous works these are! They provide us with adequate reasons to praise 
the Lord. Two songs of praise are recorded quite close together in Revelation. 
Voices in heaven are heard declaring, “Thou are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory 
and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they 
are and were created” (Rev.4:11). A little later we hear the words of a new song: 
“Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation” (Rev.5:9). The theme of the first song is Creation. 
The Lord is worthy to receive praise because He is the Creator, and all things 
were created for His pleasure. The second song is concerned with Redemption. 
Endless praise is given to the dear Lamb of God who shed His blood for us. All 
heaven declares, “Thou art worthy!” 
 

The wondrous works of God should call forth our praise. We often need to 
stand still and consider what God has done. If we will praise Him eternally for 
His wondrous works, should we not start to praise Him now? “Lord, open our 
eyes to see more of those wondrous works!” 

 
 
  
 

OOO   LLLOOORRRDDD   ooouuurrr   LLLooorrrddd,,,      

hhhooowww   eeexxxccceeelllllleeennnttt   iiisss   TTThhhyyy   nnnaaammmeee      

iiinnn   aaallllll   ttthhheee   eeeaaarrrttthhh!!!   

PPPsssaaalllmmm   888:::999  
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THE BOOK OF JOB 
by Martin Girard 

The Old Testament book of Job is believed to be one of the oldest books in the 
Bible. Many scholars claim that Job lived at a similar time to Abraham. His name 
is found elsewhere in Scripture. Ezekiel refers to him alongside Noah and Daniel, 
so he is therefore to be regarded as a historical figure (Ezek.14:20). In the New 
Testament James refers briefly to “the patience of Job” which was somewhat 
proverbial and which his readers would have known (Jas.5:11). Issachar had a son 
by the name of Job, but whether this is the same person as the one whose name is 
associated with the Old Testament book, we cannot be entirely sure (Gen.46:13).  
 

The book of Job is one of the poetical books of the Bible, though not all of it is 
written in poetical language. The first two chapters are actually written in 
prose and form the prologue. Part of the last chapter is also prose and forms 
the epilogue. Between these sections we have the main part of the book – the 
dialogue, which is poetical.  
 

The theme of the book is suffering. Job himself was a righteous man who feared 
God (Job 1:1). The opening verses identify his wealth and give an inventory of his 
riches which exceeded those of any other person (1:3). 
One day Satan appeared with the angelic beings in the 
presence of God. The Lord asked him if he had observed 
Job. There could not have been a finer man in all the earth than 
he for fearing God and avoiding evil like the plague (1:8). Satan objected to the 
Lord’s assessment of His servant and made the preposterous claim that Job feared 
God only for his own selfish ends. Indeed, Satan claimed that God was unjustly 
favouring Job and affording him preferential protection. Remove that special 
immunity, Satan claimed, and Job would curse the Almighty to His face (1:10,11).  
 

The Lord countered the accusation by giving Satan permission to attack 
Job’s possessions, and Satan set about his destructive work. His vast 
possessions and his ten children were all taken from him. When Job heard 
the tragic news he refused to blame God for what had taken place. His 
perspective on life was that he had been born with nothing and would die 
taking nothing with him. He declared, “The LORD gave, and the LORD hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD” (1:21).  
 

Not content with the cruelty of his campaign thus far, Satan returned to the 
presence of the Lord determined to catch Job out. If God inflicted pain upon Job 
physically, Satan declared, the righteous man would display his true colours by 
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cursing the Almighty to His face (2:5). Satan was allowed to do this callous work 
himself, afflicting Job with an awful plague of boils. Even Job’s wife now 
encouraged him to “curse God and die” (2:9), but the godly man adamantly 
refused and maintained his integrity though suffering intensely.  
 

JOB’S COMFORTERS 
Hearing of the tragic events, three friends came to sympathize with Job. 
Overwhelmed by what had happened the three of them spent a whole week 
with him in complete silence (2:13). Sometimes it can be more helpful not to 
talk to a grieving soul. At last Job broke the silence by ruing the day of his 
birth (Ch.3). Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar responded in turn, with Job 
replying to each one (Ch.4-14). The cycle was repeated (Ch.15-21) with 
further arguments being advanced to account for what had befallen Job. 
Eliphaz and Bildad then spoke for a third time, but Zophar evidently had 
nothing further to say. Bildad’s third speech was extremely brief, but Job’s 
response was lengthy (Ch.22-31).  
 

After this a younger man called Elihu spoke up. He was angry because he thought 
Job was justifying himself while the three “friends” had condemned Job without 
having good reason for doing so (32:1-3). After listening to so much, Elihu was 
hardly short of words – his speech occupying six chapters (32-37). Job offered no 
reply. The Lord responded next with searching questions addressed to Job which 

made him very aware of his limitations. God spoke 
about His power and wisdom in creation (Chapters 

38-41). Job came to see how little he knew and briefly 
responded in the midst of the Lord’s declaration 

(40:3-5) before humbly admitting his true condition before the Almighty (42:1-6). 
The closing verses of the book are a fitting conclusion. We are shown how the 
Lord first reprimanded Job’s three older friends for their indiscretion before 
restoring Job’s losses after he had prayed for his friends (42:10).  
 

There are some profound statements in the book of Job. Job himself declared the 
sublime truth that God hangeth the earth upon nothing (26:7). Bildad raised the 
vital question, “How then can man be justified with God?” (25:4) which is 
answered clearly in Romans 3:24. Redemption is found alone in Christ Jesus, and 
long before He came into this world Job could say, “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth” (19:25). What insight and conviction are expressed here! 
 

The problem of suffering is ancient – like the book of Job. Divine 
mysteries cannot be unlocked by human reasoning. We must humbly bow 
before the great Creator, acknowledging that He knows best. What Job 
discovered through his unique experiences can give teach us lessons today. 
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by Martin Girard 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not every reader of this magazine will have engaged in mountain-climbing, but 
many will have enjoyed a marvellous view from a vantage point. When travelling 
by car in hilly countryside it is possible to turn a corner and encounter a 
spectacular view across a wide valley to distant hills. Aerial views can be breath-
taking too, as you look down from a great height upon islands or mountains on a 
clear day. None of this, however, equals a view that can be enjoyed after climbing 
to the top of a steep hill. It may not be exactly a mountain-climb, but the effort of 
plodding on to higher ground can be rewarded when the goal is reached. Some of 
us may have sat down, after our climb, to enjoy the view across the open 
countryside. We knew the physical effort expended had been worthwhile.  
 

At the invitation of the Lord Jesus, Peter, James, and John climbed an unnamed 
mountain. Bible commentators suggest that it was most likely Mount Hermon 
which was near to Caesarea Philippi, though some prefer to identify it as Mount 
Tabor – but this seems less likely as it was further away. Hermon has a number of 
slopes. They would not have reached the summit of the mountain as this would 
have taken too long. Instead, the Lord Jesus would have taken the three disciples 
to an elevated and lonely peak. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all describe the 
occasion, but only Luke mentions that Jesus was taking the disciples with Him to 
pray (Lk.9:28).  
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THOSE THREE 
Peter, James, and John are often regarded as privileged disciples. They had 
been with the Lord Jesus in the home of Jairus and had witnessed Jairus’ 
twelve-year-old daughter being restored to life and health (Lk.8:51,55). 
Later, the same three disciples would be taken further than the others into 
the Garden of Gethsemane.  Matthew 17:1 and Mark 9:2 both refer to 
“Peter, James, and John” – in that order. We assume that James is named 
before John as he was the older of the two brothers. Luke reverses the order, 
placing John’s name after Peter’s (Lk.9:28). As Jewish law required the 
testimony of two or three witnesses, the Lord chose three of His disciples who 
were probably the most receptive to divine truth. They were not only going to 
pray but were also to witness the coming “kingdom of God” (v.27).  
 

The account is described in Luke 9:28-36. It would seem that they began their 
climb in the evening as Peter and his companions later became “heavy with sleep” 
(v.32), and their return to lower ground was not until “the next day” (v.37). From 
the descriptions given by historians we can picture the group walking through 
vineyards, cornfields, and woodland as they began their ascent. As they climbed 
higher they would have encountered rocky ravines with dwarf shrubs, and later 

they might have seen patches of snow which 
would have shone brilliantly in the clear 
moonlight. The Lord Jesus had a purpose in taking 

His disciples up to the higher ground. He also wants to take us up to higher 
spiritual ground so that we might enjoy an undistracted time with Him and see 
more of His glory, by faith. 
 

TRANSFIGURED 
Having reached the heights, the Lord Jesus began to pray. As He did so, His 
external appearance altered noticeably. His clothing also became “white and 
glistering” (v.29) – resembling lightning. The word translated “raiment” (KJV) 
was used for stately robes and is therefore very appropriate for the occasion. 
Matthew 17:2 tells us that His face shone like the sun, while Mark 9:3 refers to 
His clothing which was whiter than any fuller could make it. Both Matthew and 
Mark use the word “transfigured” to describe what happened to the Lord Jesus. 
The Greek word is like the English word metamorphosis and means to be changed 
into another form. Luke does not use this expression, perhaps because Gentile 
readers might have misunderstood it from their heathen background. 
 

Why would the Lord Jesus have been praying? The subject of His prayer was 
probably His death upon the cross, for this is mentioned in the context 
(Lk.9:22,31). We have already noted that while He prayed, He was changed. 
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Although this was a unique incident, it remains true that we can be changed 
through spending time in the presence of the Lord. It has often been said that 
prayer changes things – but it changes people too. As we view His glory by 
faith, we can be changed as well (2 Cor.3:18).   
 

While the Lord Jesus prayed, two men appeared and talked with Him. Initially 
Peter and the two brothers were heavy with sleep, but as they woke they saw the 
Lord’s glory as well as Moses and Elijah who had miraculously appeared. Moses 
had died centuries before and had been buried by God 
(Dt.34:5-6). Disobedience had prevented him from 
entering the Promised Land, though he was permitted to 
see it from afar (Dt.32:52). But God is gracious, for now 
Moses was actually in the Land! Elijah, on the other 
hand, had never died. He had been carried up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 
Ki.2:11). Interestingly, both Moses and Elijah had been associated with mountains 
in the past (Ex.24:18; 1 Ki.19:8). If Moses appeared at the Lord’s Transfiguration 
as a representative of the Law, Elijah was present as a representative of the 
Prophets. (“The law and the prophets” are connected in Matthew 7:12). 
 

ANOTHER EXODUS 
Moses and Elijah “appeared in glory, and spake of His decease which He should 
accomplish at Jerusalem” (Lk.9:31). Both men could be seen clearly by the 
disciples. The topic of their conversation was, literally, the Lord’s “exodus” from 
this life at Jerusalem. Moses, you will remember, had led the 
Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt – described in the Old 
Testament book with that name. The Passover, which was 
closely linked to the departure of the Israelites from Egypt, was 
on Old Testament illustration of the time when the Lamb of God 
would offer His own perfect life as a sacrifice for sinners. The 
prophets of old had looked ahead to that moment, so it is hardly any wonder that 
Moses and Elijah would converse with the Lord upon such a significant theme. 
The Lord Jesus had come to “accomplish” (meaning to carry out) His “exodus” at 
Jerusalem. This was His mission. Jerusalem was the city where the temple stood – 
and a place where countless animals had been sacrificed.  
 

Before proceeding further, some important observations need to be made. 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke have all recorded the transfiguration scene, but John 
omitted it. Perhaps the reason for the omission is that the whole of Christ’s life 
upon earth was a manifestation of the divine glory – not this one scene alone. John 
1:14 would bear this out. There is also a close connection between suffering and 
glory. The Lord explained this to the two whom He met on the road to Emmaus 
(Lk.24:26). The Lord’s death and coming kingdom are therefore connected too.  
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The Lord Jesus had already told His listeners that some would not taste death until 
they had seen the kingdom of God (Lk.9:27). In the transfiguration scene we have 
a preview of that coming kingdom. Christ, the King, is there, shining in all His 

glory. Moses represents those saints who have died but 
will be raised in glory to share the kingdom with Him. 
Elijah, on the other hand, represents the “raptured saints” 
who will not die but will be caught up alive to meet the 
Lord in the air when He returns (1 Th.4:17). The three 

disciples present represent Jewish believers who will be alive at the time the Lord 
returns to earth and will enter His Kingdom. Below the mountain others awaited 
the return of the Lord and the three disciples. This group represents other people 
who will come into blessing when the Lord Jesus reigns. 
 

Glory was seen and enjoyed by those who were upon the mountain. The 
Lord’s people today have also been promised glory. In fact, according to 
John 17:22 we have been given it already!  But while those who were present 
on the mountain were basking in glory, they were talking about the Lord’s 
death. What He has done for us at the cross will be our eternal theme of 
praise as we sing, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain” (Rev.5:12). If we will 
be occupied with His praise in that coming day, should not that same theme 
occupy us now? We ought to be thinking about it, talking about it, and 
praising the Lamb that was slain for us! 
 

CAN’T WE STAY? 
It was hardly surprising that Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep. The 
climb up the hillside must have been physically demanding, and the hour was late. 
The strong mountain air would have been having an effect upon them as well. All 
too soon Moses and Elijah began to disappear. This was the last thing Peter 
wanted to happen! Recognizing how good it was for them to have been together, 

Peter suggested making “three tabernacles” 
so that the scene might be prolonged 
(Lk.9:33). In this way Jesus, Moses, and 

Elijah could all be accommodated – though Peter did not really know what he was 
saying. Actually he was making a big mistake. The three did not stand as equals; 
the Lord was far greater than Moses or Elijah. A cloud of glory overshadowed 
them for a moment, filling them with fear. From the cloud the Father’s voice was 
heard, “This is My beloved Son: hear Him” (Lk.9:35).  
 

Moses and Elijah faded from the scene, and “Jesus was found alone” (Lk.9:36). 
An important lesson had been taught. Great men may have their place, but the 
Lord Jesus is greater than all others. We must hear Him – and we must fear Him! 
God the Father would direct our attention to His beloved Son. Peter never forgot 
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those sacred moments which almost seemed out of this world. Later he wrote of 
being with the Lord upon “the holy mount” and witnessing His glory (2 Pet.1:17-
18). Imagine the darkness of the night vanishing as Moses and Elijah appeared in 
glory, and then the brilliance of that glory-cloud which overshadowed them. It 
must have been rather like the Shekinah (glory-cloud) that was seen over the 
Tabernacle (Ex.40:34). Truly, it had been a mountain-top experience!  
 

Being on the mountain-top can be something beyond compare. We might like 
to stay up there, as Peter wished. But we have to come down to lower levels. 
A world of need lay beneath the Mount of Transfiguration, as the three 
disciples discovered. When they had descended the next day, they found a 
distressed man who was pleading for help on behalf of his demon-possessed 
son. In the absence of the Lord the other disciples had been unable to offer 
any relief (Lk.9:37-40). Filled with compassion, the Lord Jesus met the 
desperate need and healed the boy. Those present were “all amazed at the 
mighty power of God” (Lk.9:43).  
 

HIGHER GROUND 
Like those disciples, we have our mountain-top and our valley experiences. The 
Lord has sent us out to minister with compassion in a world of need. However, we 
can only be effective if we spend time in His presence. Worship can prepare us for 
service. In fact, worship ought to precede service. Time spent in the Lord’s 
presence is never wasted. By waiting before 
Him we can be equipped to minister 
effectively in a needy world. We can also be 
transformed by the Spirit of God as we linger in the presence of the Lord Jesus. 
 

Spending time before Him also enables us to develop a correct perspective. 
Those three disciples heard about the purpose behind their Master’s death 
upon the cross, and they also witnessed His glory. In addition to this they 
were shown, in miniature, His coming Kingdom. They learned more about 
Him and more about God’s purposes for His own Son. Time in His presence 
will give us a correct perspective too.  
 

Johnson Oatman (Junior) wrote a beautiful hymn entitled “Higher Ground”. Some 
words from his hymn seem a fitting conclusion to this “mountain meditation” 
from Scripture. 
 

I’m pressing on the upward way, 
New heights I’m gaining every day; 

Still praying as I onward bound, 
“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”  
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by Martin Girard 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The title of this article comes from a verse in Paul’s epistle to Titus. Paul had been 
giving Titus practical instruction relating to “the grace of God” which has been 
revealed in Christ. Instead of regarding this grace as some kind of freedom which 
allows us to do as we please, Paul reminded Titus that a true appreciation of grace 
enables someone to deny everything ungodly and to live “in this present world” in 
a sober, righteous and godly way. While living to please the Lord, we must be 
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13 KJV).  
 

Two questions must be asked as we consider this verse of Scripture. To begin 
with, we must ask, “What is that blessed hope?” When we have established what 
it is, we can move on to the next question: “Why should we be looking for that 
blessed hope?” These questions are of vital importance for us today. 
 

 WHAT IS THAT BLESSED HOPE? 
Really, the question is not too difficult to answer. Titus 2:13 explains that this 
hope relates to “the glorious appearing” of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. In other 
words, the blessed hope is the return of our Lord from heaven. 
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Before going to the cross to die for sinful people, the Lord Jesus spoke about 
leaving His disciples and then returning. He promised: “If I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also” (Jn.14:3). These words were spoken to men 
who were troubled by what they had heard. The Lord Jesus 
was going to leave them. Knowing their perplexity, He 
reassured them by saying, “Let not your heart be troubled” 
(Jn.14:1). He then proceeded to encourage them with the prospect that lay before 
them. Although it was necessary for Him to leave them and return to the Father, 
He would come again and receive them unto Himself. What a great hope! They 
could look ahead with more than mere optimism. Their Master had given them a 
certain promise: He would come again!  
 

We find this same promise expressed a little later in the New Testament, but this 
time the promise was given by angels. As the disciples wistfully watched the Lord 
ascend to heaven, two men in shining clothing appeared and spoke to them. “Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven” (Acts 1:11). There was no need to stand gazing 
into heaven because they had lives to live and work to do 
for the Master! But the promise was profoundly 
encouraging. “This same Jesus” – not another, but the very same Person – would 
return. He would come again from heaven in the same way that He had gone. His 
return would therefore be literal, personal, and visible. Encouraged by the 
promise, those early disciples left the hillside where they had been standing and 
returned to Jerusalem – ready to serve their Master who was coming back some 
time (Acts 1:12).  
 

TWO COMINGS 
There are many Old Testament prophecies pointing to the coming of the Messiah. 
Scholars of old had difficulty with the apparent contradiction between a suffering 
and rejected Messiah and one who was triumphant and reigning. How could two 
conflicting views, such as these, be harmonized? The conclusion reached 
was that there must be two different Messiahs. What these 
scholars failed to grasp was that the Old Testament 
anticipated one Messiah who would come twice. From our 
perspective it is fairly easy to understand that Christ has come and that He is 
coming again because we have the New Testament as well as the Old Testament.  
When He came the first time, it was in humility; when He comes again, it will be 
in glory.  
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Another interesting distinction needs to be made too. When the Lord Jesus 
“came” to earth, His coming could actually be viewed in two ways. The Old 
Testament had spoken of His coming to Bethlehem (in Micah 5:2) – the New 
Testament connecting this ancient prophecy with its fulfilment in Matthew 2:4-6. 
But the Old Testament also anticipated His coming to Jerusalem, riding upon a 

colt (Zech.9:9). Matthew carefully connected the later 
event, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, with the 

prophecy of Zechariah. This is clearly seen when we read 
Matthew 21:4-9. In one sense His “coming” to Bethlehem was a 

private event which few knew about. King Herod was surprised to learn that the 
“King of the Jews” had been born (Mt.2:1-3). However, when Jesus rode on the 
colt into Jerusalem as an adult over thirty years later, it was very much a public 
event. Crowds lined the streets, shouting “Hosanna to the son of David: blessed is 
He that cometh in the name of the Lord” (Mt.21:9).  
 

A very similar pattern can be observed when we consider the second coming of 
Christ. There will be both a private and a public aspect. Many Bible-believing 

people fail to grasp this, and some even heap 
scorn upon those who dare to make the 
distinction. But seeing two parts to His second 

coming makes sense. It throws light upon seeming 
contradictions which otherwise are very difficult to explain. The Lord Jesus is 
coming privately, as it were, when He comes into the air to receive His own in 
accordance with His promise in John 14:3 which we have already considered. 
Additional details can be found in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. At His return (an 
event often called “The Rapture”) believers who have died will be raised, while 
the living will be changed. All will be “caught up” (we might say “raptured”) to 
be for ever with the Lord. What a “blessed hope” this is for the people of God!  
 

Other Scriptures refer to a future period of seven years, divided into two equal 
parts, when God will resume dealings with Israel. The final 3 ½ years of this 
seven-year period will be a time of unparalleled trouble on earth, often called 
The Great Tribulation. Much could be written about those frightful years, but 
that is beyond the scope of this article. At the end of that tribulation period the 
Lord Jesus will return to the earth – not simply to the air. He will descend to 
the Mount of Olives (Zech.14:4). “Every eye shall see Him” when He returns 
in great power and glory (Rev.1:7). That event clearly will be public – unlike 
the Rapture. Therefore, just as at His first coming there were private and public 
aspects (although it was only one “coming”), so there will be two parts to His 
second coming. This interpretation of future events enables us to harmonize 
scenes which otherwise would hopelessly contradict one another.  
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WHY SHOULD WE BE LOOKING? 
Having identified the “blessed hope” as Christ’s promised return, we need to 
answer the second question that was raised. Why should we be looking for that 
blessed hope? Many reasons could be given, but we shall mention just a few of 
them.  
 

In His teaching before going to the cross, the Lord Jesus often emphasized the 
need for His servants to watch. In Mark 13:32-37, for example, the Lord made it 
clear that the time of His return has not been revealed, but 
His servants must watch. He illustrated His teaching by 
speaking of the Son of Man taking a journey, leaving His 
servants with personal responsibilities in His absence. He 
did not want them to be sleeping or unprepared for His 
return, and so He emphasized the need for them to watch 
and be ready. We do not know when Jesus Christ is coming again, but He is 
coming and we must be on the look-out!    
 

The hope of our Lord’s return can have a sanctifying effect upon our lives. 
Having made known the fact that “we shall see Him as He 
is”, the Apostle John wrote: “And every man that 
hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as 
He is pure” (1 Jn.3:2-3). If we really believed that 
the Lord Jesus could return at any moment, it would 
affect our lives like nothing else. There are places 
where we would not want Him to find us when He comes. We would avoid 
activities which are not pleasing to Him if we knew He could return at any time. 
As we have already seen from Paul’s epistle to Titus, we ought to be living in a 
sober, righteous, and godly way as we await His return. We owe Him such a debt 
when we remember that our salvation was only possible through His death upon 
the cross. He gave Himself “that He might redeem us from all iniquity” (Titus 
2:14). Redemption means that a price was paid. If we have been saved we belong 
to Him and should therefore keep away from sinful activities. We cannot separate 
the truths of Christ’s work upon the cross from the hope of His return. 
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WE DON’T KNOW WHEN! 
It is wrong to suggest a date for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ because 
nobody knows it (Mt.24:36). However, every passing day brings us nearer to His 
coming. The Lord referred to both the days of Noah and to the days of Lot when 
He spoke about His own return (Lk.17:26-30). Both of these men were delivered 

from the judgment which fell upon the ungodly. Lot was 
taken out of Sodom – a city where same-sex relationships 

were practised and promoted. In many countries of the world 
today the behaviour associated with Sodom has re-emerged and has been given 
official recognition. This one fact alone should cause us to think carefully. Our 
Lord connected these sinful practices in society with the time when He will return 
in judgment. Therefore His coming for His people must be near! 
 

When He comes, His blood-bought people will be taken to be forever with the 
Lord (1 Th.4:17). We will be delivered from sin and from a godless society, 
from trouble, pain, and death. We shall see the Lord Jesus who died upon the 
cross for us, and we shall live in His presence for ever. What a blessed hope! 
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev.22:20). Until then, may we live for Him and 
serve Him faithfully so that others may come to know Him too. 

 
 

JJJeeesssuuusss   iiisss   cccooommmiiinnnggg!!!   sssiiinnnggg   ttthhheee   ggglllaaaddd   wwwooorrrddd!!!   

CCCooommmiiinnnggg   fffooorrr   ttthhhooossseee   HHHeee   rrreeedddeeeeeemmmeeeddd   bbbyyy   HHHiiisss   bbblllooooooddd,,,   

CCCooommmiiinnnggg   tttooo   rrreeeiiigggnnn   aaasss   ttthhheee   ggglllooorrriiifffiiieeeddd   LLLooorrrddd!!!   

JJJeeesssuuusss   iiisss   cccooommmiiinnnggg   aaagggaaaiiinnn!!!   

 
 

El Nathan 
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“Behold, now is the accepted time.” 
(2 Corinthians 6:2) 

 

by Martin Girard 
 

One of the commonest questions which someone might ask you when you are out 
and about could be, “What’s the time?” We often need to know the time if we 
have an appointment to keep. If you don’t have a watch or mobile phone with 
you, and if there is no public clock visible where you are, you might be prepared 
to ask a complete stranger this question. To be too late for an event, or to miss a 
train, might prove to be disappointing. It is therefore worth asking this question. 
 

The Bible has much to say about time. It declares, “It is time to seek the LORD” 
(Hos.10:12). In other words, whatever time of day or night it might 
be, it is the time to seek the Lord. Isaiah 55:6 reminds us of the 
need to seek Him while He may be found. This suggests that there 
may be a time when it is too late to seek Him – when He cannot be 
found. We also read in 2 Corinthians 6:2 that “now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”  
 

TIME IS PASSING 
Time is not on our side. Procrastination is dangerous and can prove very 
costly. We know from experience that if we delay too long we can miss an 
offer. It may expire after a stated time; it may concern limited stock, and 
someone may get there before us and take the last item. 
 

We are warned about not receiving the grace of God in vain (2 Cor.6:1). God’s 
grace is freely offered, but it can be despised – hence the 
warning. To benefit from it we must recognize the urgency of 
the moment. Salvation is available now. It has been made 
available through the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ 
upon the cross. He died for sinful people. Although perfectly 
pure and totally innocent He died for sinners and accepted the 
punishment that should have been theirs. We must come simply 
and humbly to Him, asking Him to save us by His grace. We are not promised 
tomorrow. Come to the Saviour now.         


