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by Martin Girard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David encouraged himself in the LORD his God  
1 Samuel 30:6.  

 

 
 

For his own safety David had fled from his homeland with 600 of his loyal 
followers. King Saul, his implacable enemy, posed an ongoing threat. David felt 
that eventually his life would meet an untimely end. It seemed better to be living 
outside of Israel among Israel’s ancient enemies, the Philistines (1 Sam.27:1,2).  
 

All seemed well for a time. Achish, king of Gath, fell for David’s ruse and was 
convinced that David had become obnoxious to his own people (1 Sam.27:12). 
But circumstances began to change. When Achish led the Philistines out to battle 
against the Israelites, some of the Philistine princes began to question David’s 
integrity. Although Achish was convinced that David was reliable, others raised 
the possibility that in battle against Israel he might change sides and forsake the 
Philistines. The only option for David was to leave the Philistine army and return 
to his new home in Ziklag in the land of the Philistines (1 Sam.29:3,4,11).  
 

When David reached Ziklag, a fresh problem faced him. In his absence from there 
the Amalekites had invaded the land and had set Ziklag ablaze. The wives of 
David and his men, as well as their family members, had been captured and had 
gone (1 Sam.30:1-3). It was a bitter disappointment! David and the men with him 
felt utterly drained. They wept until they could weep no more (1 Sam.30:4). As if 
all of that was not enough, some of the men who had served David faithfully 
began to blame him for the misfortune and suggested stoning him (1 Sam.30:6). 
There was a real crisis on hand. 
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What could David do? He had lost his home in Israel, and now he had also lost his 
exiled family members. His place among the Philistines no longer seemed as 
desirable as previously. The men he had trusted implicitly were turning against 
him. He must have felt very isolated. What could he do? To whom could he turn? 
The answer given is significant: “But David encouraged himself in the LORD his 
God” (1 Sam.30:6). He could turn to no other at such a desperate time of need. 
 

FOR US 
The experiences of men and women in Bible times have been recorded for our 
benefit, and we are intended to learn from David. There may be 
times in our lives when everything seems to be against us. 
Personal problems or family difficulties can overwhelm us. 
Our health may be causing concern, or there could be matters 
perplexing us in the workplace. On a wider scale, political and moral turmoil 
prevail around us. Biblical values have all but disappeared, while secular 
humanism has taken over. Practices which are abhorrent to a holy God and to His 
believing people have become established in the land, and our acceptance of such 
things is demanded. Many professing Christians have “gone with the flow” and 
are comfortably settled in fashionable worldly churches which are run as secular 
businesses and where success stories abound. A new form of Christianity has 
sprung up with its own agenda. Yet God seems strangely absent from the stage, 
the flashing lights, the convincing leaders, and the bands. What can we do? 
 

In such circumstances we must be like David. It is time for us to turn away 
from all that disappoints and to encourage ourselves in the Lord, as David 
did. When all else fails, He does not. He is no disappointment to those who 
put their trust in Him. The Lord over-ruled in David’s circumstances, for the 
hostages were found. Within a short time too David had been established as 
king in Israel. Although other trials were encountered, the Lord was with 
him. If we feel bereft and in despair, let us draw near to the Lord and find 
our encouragement in Him too.  
 

O LORD, Thou never-changing One, 
Our hearts delight to think of Thee; 

Thy love, eternally the same, 
Our theme of endless praise shall be. 

From every earthly reed we turn, 
Leaning on Thee to find our rest; 
And in the knowledge of Thy love 

Are fully and for ever blest. 
 

G. de Mattos 
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by Martin Girard 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father. 

 
1 Thessalonians 1:3 

 
 
 
Two of the Epistles in the New Testament were written by Paul to the 
Thessalonians and are some of his earliest writings. They were penned following 
a visit made by Paul and Silas to the Macedonian city during what is often 
referred to as the Second Missionary Journey. Both of the letters appear to have 
been written within a short space of time – probably about A.D.51. The visit Paul 
and Silas had made to Thessalonica could have taken place in the previous year. 
 

To understand the background to the two epistles we need to read the opening 
verses of Acts 17 which describe the visit which had been made to the city. After 
their imprisonment at Philippi, which was brought to an end by an earthquake, 
Paul and Silas had moved on. Their journey had brought them to Thessalonica 
where a Jewish synagogue was located. The evangelists entered it and spent three 
Sabbath days with the worshippers, using the Old Testament Scriptures available 
to point the listeners to the Lord Jesus, the promised Messiah. A number were 
persuaded by what they heard and responded to the message. However, opposition 
soon arose and Jason’s home (where the evangelists were staying) was attacked. 
Paul and Silas were branded as men who had turned the world upside down and 
who were proclaiming “another king, one Jesus” (Acts 17:7). Such was the unrest 
that the new believers in Thessalonica sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea.  
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Although the visit to Thessalonica had been cut short, a real work of God was 
done in those brief three weeks. Paul makes reference to this in the first epistle 
particularly. The first chapter of 1 Thessalonians is full of thanksgiving to God for 
His work in the hearts of those who had come to believe. They had turned to God 
from the idols formerly worshipped and were now serving Him with a new 
purpose as they awaited the return of His Son from heaven. It is therefore clear 
that in his brief visit Paul had made his listeners aware of the promised return of 
the Lord Jesus. This indicates to us the importance of this truth. 
 

1 THESSALONIANS 
Comparing this letter with the account of the journeys in Acts, it is possible to 
deduce what had happened. When Paul was driven out of Berea, Silas and 
Timothy remained there. Paul went on to Athens where he wanted his companions 
to join him. However, Paul had genuine concerns for the new believers in 
Thessalonica who were being persecuted. As he did not want them to be shaken, 
he sent Timothy to encourage them amidst their trials. His visit to Thessalonica 
was successful, for Timothy rejoined Paul (now in Corinth) bringing him good 
news. The new converts were going on well and were eager to see Paul again. It 
would seem that Timothy’s arrival in Corinth prompted Paul to write the first 
letter.  
 

The first chapter is very much one of thanksgiving to God for the way in 
which the Thessalonians had responded to the Gospel. Being among the 
elect of God, they had received the word preached with much joy. Their 
genuine faith in the Lord had become evident to many others, and it was 
being spoken about miles away. They had become examples to all who believe.  
 

In the second chapter Paul reminded his readers of the time he had spent with 
them and of how gently, yet conscientiously, he had ministered to them. He had 
not exploited them in any way but had toiled as a tentmaker while with 
them in order to cover his expenses. He and his colleagues had acted in 
ways which were holy, just, and blameless (2:10). The Thessalonians had 
not been persuaded by skilful oratory but had received the message which 
they heard as “the word of God” (2:13). Although their faith had resulted in 
immediate persecution, they had continued with the Lord. Paul revealed to them 
just how much he had wanted to see them again but had been hindered by Satan 
(2:18). 
 

As explained earlier, 1 Thessalonians 3 shows us Paul’s concern for the 
saints whom he earnestly desired to spend time with once more. While 
praying that the Lord would open the way and enable him to pay them a 
visit, Paul commended them to God and to His gracious blessing (3:11-13).  
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Chapter 4 of 1 Thessalonians contains a number of practical exhortations. Paul 
urged the believers to please God by their walk and to maintain holiness. To all 
intents and purposes they were a loving fellowship of believers, but Paul 

encouraged them to be conscientious in their daily work. The reference to 
working with their own hands suggests that many of the believers would 
have been from a working-class background (4:11). The closing verses of 
the chapter have often been read at the funeral services of Christian 

believers. They contain words of comfort in the face of death, reminding us that 
the Lord Jesus is coming again. When He descends from heaven, His summoning 
shout will raise the believing dead and change the saints who are living at the 
time. All will be caught up into the air to meet Him, “and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord” (4:17). What a wonderful hope this is!  
 

The final chapter begins with a continuation of this same theme. Although the 
earlier teaching may have been new (4:15a), Paul had no need to write to them “of 

the times and the seasons” (5:1). Such matters are referred to in the Old 
Testament and concern Israel. The Thessalonians were familiar with such 
teaching. There is a coming day of judgment when the Lord Jesus will 
return to this earth and will mete out sudden destruction, but His believing 

people are not appointed to wrath (5:9). We believe this indicates that the Church 
will not pass through the coming Great Tribulation but will be “raptured” to 
heaven before that terrible day of judgment. The closing verses are of a very 
practical nature, and the short staccato-like instructions of verses 16-22 are worth 
careful consideration. 
 

It should be noted that 1 Thessalonians places great emphasis upon the 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ. His second coming is mentioned in the 
closing verses of all five chapters. Until the moment of His return, God’s 
people can avail themselves of His abundant grace (5:28).  

 
 
 

2 THESSALONIANS 
This second epistle was probably written only a short time after the first. The 
believers were still growing in faith and love (1:3) and were to be commended. 
However, there appeared to be some confusion in their minds over certain aspects 
of the Lord’s return. Paul deals with these matters carefully. He did not want them 
to be misled in any way – even by a forged letter which might be in circulation 
(2:2). Some were teaching that the day of Christ had already arrived. Paul was 
concerned to put this right. In 1 Thessalonians the Lord’s return is viewed from 
the perspective of the Church; in 2 Thessalonians it is viewed from the 
perspective of the world.   
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The first chapter of 2 Thessalonians commends the saints for their endurance amid 
life’s trials. Paul assured his readers that God would deal righteously with those 
who troubled them, before taking them on in thought to the moment when 
the Lord Jesus returns from heaven to take vengeance upon the disobedient 
(1:8). Until that day, he encouraged them to persevere in the faith, assisted 
by the grace of God (1:12). 
 

In 2 Thessalonians 2 we are provided with additional details of future events. 
Having set their minds at rest in his opening remarks, Paul proceeded to explain 
the coming Day of the Lord. Before that day arrives there will first be a falling 
away – an apostasy from the faith. Coupled with this there will be the 
revelation of the “man of sin” (2:3). This coming world leader will oppose 
all that is of God and will take God’s place, sitting enthroned in the rebuilt 
temple in Jerusalem. This figure, who is a tool of Satan, will be destroyed 
by the Lord Jesus when He returns from heaven. Before this, however, many who 
have refused salvation and found pleasure in unrighteousness will be deceived by 
him (2:9-12). Should the Thessalonians have begun to have doubts about 
themselves, Paul closed the chapter with a brief exhortation encouraging them to 
stand fast in the faith. 
 

The final chapter of 2 Thessalonians is a very practical one. After requesting 
prayer for himself and for his own ministry, Paul charged them to live 
responsibly. Some, it would appear, were being idle and refusing to work. 
People like this ought to be shunned so that they might be ashamed (3:14). 
Those who truly knew the Lord must not grow weary “in well doing” 
(3:13) as they sought to please Him. Peace and grace are both mentioned in Paul’s 
conclusion (3:16,18).  
 

RELEVANT EPISTLES 
Both of these epistles are very relevant for the Lord’s people today. His coming 
again is now so much nearer than it was in their day. We need to be heavenly-
minded people who are looking for Him to come, but at the same time we need to 
be living in a way which glorifies Him. As signs of apostasy become more 
evident, we should be the more expectant as we look for our Saviour to return. 
These two letters show clearly how we ought to be living in the light of His 
coming.  
  

    

And to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead. 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:10 
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by Martin Girard 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord. 
 

Ephesians 5:19 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Singing is one of the distinctive features of the Christian faith. Some years ago a 
friend engaged in reaching out with the Gospel to the Muslim community in a 
northern city referred to music in his prayer letter. He pointed out that it is 
wonderful for us to participate in singing God’s praises, but in the religious life of 
Muslims songs of praise are noticeably absent because music and singing are 
considered sinful. When a Muslim is converted, however, he learns for the first 
time to worship in song. The friend wrote that he longed to see many more from 
an Islamic background coming to Christ and joining the vast throng that will be 
found around the throne singing praise to the Lamb in eternity. 
 

In all Christian churches singing will be found. Styles of music differ, just as 
people’s tastes do. Many will remember what happened in the past when it was 
suggested that a new hymn book should be introduced to a church congregation. It 
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was as if a lighted match had been dropped into to a can of petrol! Feelings can 
run very deep. The older we get, the more we derive security from that which is 
familiar. Change must be resisted at all costs! But church life, in many places, has 
moved on. Hymn books have gone, replaced with words which appear on a large 
screen. Congregations in such places are constantly being offered a diet of new 
songs. Prolific song-writers abound, and it has become perfectly normal for 
something new to be introduced on an extremely 
regular basis. Song-writing has, in fact, become 
something of a business. Christian music is now an industry. To protect the 
modern song-writer copyright is stamped across compositions. The fee for a 
licence is just one of the normal church expenses – though you will search the 
New Testament in vain to find any such thing. Hymn-writers of a past generation 
seemed to manage perfectly well without copyright-enforcing schemes. 
 

Much could be written about singing and Christian music. What does the 
Bible teach us? Are there any principles which we can discover? How should 
we praise the Lord? These are some of the themes which will be explored. 
 

THE RELEVANCE OF SINGING 
The first reference in Scripture to a particular subject is always significant. The 
very first song appears to have been at Creation “when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy” (Job 38:7). The first time we 
encounter singing in the Bible, however, is when Moses and 
the children of Israel sang unto the Lord after the Egyptians 
had been defeated (Ex.15:1). Having seen the Egyptian army 
dead upon the shores of the Red Sea, the Israelites “feared the 
LORD” and then burst into song (Ex.14:31). They rejoiced in 
His triumphant victory over the enemy and exalted Him in an anthem of praise. 
Thus the very first recorded song is the song of a redeemed people.  
 

The final song mentioned in the Bible is in Revelation 15:3 and is called “the song 
of Moses … and the song of the Lamb.” How significant this is! Deliverance is 
one of the major themes of Scripture. The first song of deliverance in Moses’ day 
must not be forgotten, but it is now connected to the deliverance obtained by the 
Lamb. We can have no doubts as to His identity. John the Baptist had earlier 
pointed to the Lord Jesus as “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29). In Revelation we 
find the Lamb of God enthroned in glory (Rev.5) before pouring out His wrath 
upon a godless world (Rev.6:16). In the song recorded in Revelation 15 the 
victorious saints declare, “Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints. Who shall not fear 
Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For Thou only art holy: for all nations shall 
come and worship before Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest” (v.3,4). No 
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longer are the worshippers beside the Red Sea but by “the crystal sea” – described 
as “a sea of glass mingled with fire” (v.2). Overlapping themes in the two songs 
are therefore Redemption and victory over the enemy. 
 

Reading through the Old Testament we discover many more references to singing 
and to songs. God’s saints of old had a song – and their song book was the Book 
of Psalms. Worshippers were invited to sing “a new song” unto Him (Ps.96:1 & 

98:1). In the New Testament we read of the solemn occasion when 
the Lord Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper. Before going out to 
die upon the cross He sung a hymn with His disciples (Mt.26:30). 
This would have been one of the Hallel Psalms associated with 

the Passover. Singing therefore mattered to the Lord Jesus. In Revelation 5:9 the 
24 elders are found singing “a new song” in heaven. These many references prove 
beyond all doubt that this is indeed a relevant subject to explore. 
 

GOD-GIVEN SONGS 
All who are reading this article probably at some time arrived at a church where a 
collection of songs and hymns was already in existence. The people you joined 
may well have been using material that had been handed down long before. In 
some places in Scripture we can trace what was being sung in the early Church. 
For instance, Philippians 2:6-11 is generally believed to be an ancient hymn, as is 
2 Timothy 2:11-13. Both of these passages have inspired the writing of hymns. It 
is interesting to realize that a hymn written by Bernard of Clairvaux some 900 
years ago is still being sung today – “Jesus, the very thought of Thee”.  
 

We are told in Job 35:10 that God “giveth songs in the night.” Some writers will 
make the claim that God gave them a particular song which they 
composed. At times we may be unconvinced by such claims, for the 
words or music may not seem to possess any exceptional qualities. 
It is always important to test what we are singing by Scripture. Are 

the words true? It was in the night that Paul and Silas sang praises to God, even 
though circumstances were against them in the darkness of their prison (Acts 
16:25). Sometimes life’s darkest experiences have resulted in the composition of 
the most touching hymns. Consider, for instance, Horatio Spafford’s “When 
peace, like a river,” written after his five daughters had drowned. Joseph Scriven 
wrote “What a Friend we have in Jesus,” and George Matheson “O Love, that wilt 
not let me go” after experiences of great distress. The comfort and assurance that 
has been brought to believers through such profound hymns is immeasurable. 
Truly God gave to those writers “songs in the night”. 
 

A rich heritage of good hymns is available to us today. Theologically sound 
words can prove most helpful in enabling us to offer worthy praise to God. 
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CATEGORIES OF SONGS 
Ephesians 5:19 refers to “psalms and hymns and spiritual songs”. Perhaps 
we ought not to think that these are absolutely water-tight compartments but 
rather are helpful ways of categorizing what we sing. Some hymn books are 
divided into themed sections. Although these sections are not infallible and a 
hymn might justifiably be included in another section, the arrangement can 
be useful. Let us examine the three divisions outlined in Ephesians 5:19. 
 

The expression “Speaking to yourselves in psalms” may sound unusual until we 
remember that psalms were often antiphonal. Psalm 136 is a good example of this 
with its “for His mercy endureth for ever” refrain in each verse. No doubt this was 
a congregational response. The verb “to psalm” refers to a striking or twitching 
with fingers on musical strings, and a psalm itself is simply a sacred song sung to 
musical accompaniment. Some commentators have suggested that “psalms” 
should not be interpreted literally as it is wrong for us to sing 
imprecatory psalms today, but what about the other psalms? The 
loved hymn “The Lord’s my Shepherd” is a very close reflection 
of Psalm 23, while “Through all the changing scenes of life” is 
based upon Psalm 34. “All people that on earth do dwell” mirrors Psalm 100. 
Some congregations actually use the Metrical psalms and seek to include verses 
from at least one psalm in every service. The Book of Psalms certainly covers 
many of life’s experiences and furnishes useful material for us today. 
 

Hymns are mentioned next in Ephesians 5:19. Quite simply, a hymn is a song of 
praise addressed to God. Many examples could be given, but the following brief 
list will illustrate what we can consider here:- 

 “The God of Abraham praise” by T. Olivers. 
 “Let us with a gladsome mind” by John Milton. 
 “Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer” by Fanny Crosby. 
 “I will sing of my Redeemer” by Philip Bliss. 
 “The Lord is King!” by Josiah Conder.  

 

The expression “spiritual songs” refers to songs that are of a spiritual character, 
the word “spiritual” qualifying the term “song”. We might think of poetry which 
describes Christian experience. Rather like the singing of psalms, we can sing to 
one another as we join together in these compositions. The list which we could 
compile would be exhaustless, but the following hymns can help us to understand 
the nature of songs which are spiritual:- 

 “When we walk with the Lord” by J.H. Sammis. 
 “Take time to be holy” by W.D. Longstaff. 
 “Like a river glorious” by Frances Ridley Havergal. 
 “Yield not to temptation” by H.R. Palmer. 
 “The Lord’s our Rock” by V.J. Charlesworth. 
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Songs of this ilk are fast disappearing in many churches today. At one time hymn 
books with themed divisions might have a section entitled “Pilgrimage and 

Conflict” or another entitled “Heaven”. Many churches 
nowadays have embraced a new kind of theology which is 
more earth-orientated. Christ is setting up His kingdom now, 
they tell us, and as more people come to faith we are nearing 
the moment when Christ will return in triumph. The “pilgrim-

nature” of the Christian life (described in 1 Peter 2:11) has vanished. There is no 
longing after heaven any more. The old songs which encouraged us to go on in 
faith, glorifying the Saviour by holy living, and looking heavenward, are not 
fashionable any more.  
 

RENDERING PRAISE 
Having looked at the various kinds of hymns and songs, how should we render 
our praise to God?  Two important features identify the nature of our singing. It 
should be done spiritually as well as sensibly. By spiritually, we must understand 
that worship is a spiritual exercise and not a bodily one. We are exhorted to “be 

filled with the Spirit” (Eph.5:18) and to be “singing and making 
melody in [our] heart to the Lord” (Eph.5:19). Making melody 
literally means psalming – playing a stringed instrument. The 

word is used this way in the Septuagint where it refers to singing to the 
accompaniment of the harp. Notice that the melody originates in the heart and is 
therefore to be real. Thanksgiving to God is a necessary characteristic (Eph.5:20), 
and singing to the Lord is to be done with grace in our hearts (Col.3:16). James 
encourages the cheerful to sing psalms (Jas.5:13)! 
 

Praising God must also be undertaken sensibly – using our sense of 
understanding. 1 Corinthians 14:15 refers to singing “with the 
spirit” and also “with the understanding”. The faculties of 
perception are therefore to be employed. We do not leave our 

minds outside when we come to worship, as if our minds somehow hold us back 
and we need to be free from their influence. The Holy Spirit must use our minds – 
and we must both know what we are singing and mean it too. 
 

THREE VITAL REQUIREMENTS  
Before drawing to a conclusion, it is important to consider some 
requirements. What should characterize the songs and hymns which we use? 
Three features will be examined. 
 

First, our songs should be glorifying to God. If it is true that man’s chief end is to 
glorify God, this should be reflected in the manner of our singing. Showmanship 
and the atmosphere of the disco floor are totally inappropriate for a holy God. A 



 13 

noisy band, effective lighting, and an atmosphere of celebration may appeal to the 
flesh, but they are certainly not what God is seeking. Revelation 5 presents a 
redeemed company in heaven worshipping the Lamb. It is a scene of absolute 
majesty. We ought to worship like that now. There is no place for trite, banal 
compositions. The words upon our lips should exalt and honour our great God. 
 

Secondly, our songs should be doctrinally correct. A lot of modern composers are 
all at sea theologically, having embraced erroneous charismatic teaching. They 
confuse physical and spiritual healing 
and mislead those who are encouraged 
to take the words upon their lips. Generally speaking, if we want hymns 
containing sound doctrine we need to go back to the older compositions. Isaac 
Watts had a wonderful grasp of the teaching of Hebrews which is reflected in his 
hymns. Albert Midlane has provided us with a memorable outline of Christ’s 
work of Substitution in his excellent hymn “The perfect righteousness of God.” 
The words we sing (especially when we are young) become impressed upon our 
minds. For this reason we need to ensure that what we are singing is the truth. 
 

Thirdly, the hymns which we sing should be spiritually edifying. They ought to do 
us good spiritually, encouraging us as disciples in the path of holiness. They 
should make us more aware of our heavenly home and of the promised return of 
our Lord from heaven.  
 

We ought to assess what we sing, applying these three stringent tests. Does 
it glorify the Lord? Is it doctrinally correct? Does it provide spiritual 
edification? If it fails to pass these tests it should be rejected.  

 

SONGS IN THE NIGHT  
The Lord does give songs in the night, and we can be truly grateful for the psalms, 
hymns, and fine spiritual songs which are available to us. The Psalmist wrote, “I 
will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I 
have my being” (Ps.104:33). Let it be our aim to praise Him as long as we live 
down here, singing and making melody in our hearts to the Lord. 
           

 

We sing the praise of Him who died, 
Of Him who died upon the cross; 
The sinner’s hope let men deride, 

For this we count the world but loss. 
 

Thomas Kelly 
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CALL IT 
“EXTERMINATION” 

 
 

by Martin Girard 

 
 
 
 
 

Abortion is more than “Termination” 
 
 
 
 
 
It was on the 27th October 1967 that the Abortion Act, sponsored by David Steel 
MP, was passed in the U.K. Parliament. Exactly six months later it was enacted 
(on the 27th April 1968) – thus making it legal for a woman to have an abortion 
carried out, on certain grounds, up to 24 weeks after conception.  
 

Since its introduction Pro-life groups have unsuccessfully challenged the 
Law in order to restrict abortion. It has been estimated that since 
abortion was legalized in Britain some 8.7 million unborn children have 
been killed. In 2018 alone approximately 205,000 legal “terminations” 
took place in England and Wales. This equates to about four thousand 
abortions per week. Using statistics released by the World Health 
Organization, we understand that 40-50 million abortions are carried out 
annually, worldwide. To put this fact another way, about 125,000 
abortions take place daily. Worldometers illustrate this figure graphically, 
showing at least one abortion happening every second. Currently in the 
U.K. we understand that 23% of all pregnancies end in abortion. 

 

These figures make shocking reading. The euphemism “termination” is often used 
instead of the word “abortion”. Is there something cold and callous about 
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performing an abortion? If so, “termination” is hardly an improvement, for it is 
not simply the termination of a biological pregnancy. A pregnancy results in the 
creation of a new life, but abortion destroys that life. A far more accurate term 
would actually be “extermination” – for, in reality, a life is being exterminated. A 
killing is taking place.  
 

SHOCKING 
Such blunt words may not go unchallenged, but it is time to compare what is 
taking place with the teaching of the Bible. A number of verses refer to the 
unborn. In Jeremiah 1:5, the Lord was speaking of the prophet before his birth 
when He said, “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew 
thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee.” At what age did the Lord “know” 
Jeremiah? Was it after the “magical” 24-week-mark? 
We are not told – but we do not need to be. God is 
eternal and is not bound by the constraints of time. 
Before Jeremiah was in his mother’s womb the Lord had plans for his life. Would 
this suggest that God has no “plan” or use for the 23% (or even more) who were 
conceived but face nothing more than abortion? Is He unmoved by this brutal 
process of extermination?  
 

In Psalm 139 David wrote about his unborn state. His words are worth quoting in 
full:- 

“I will praise Thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: 
marvellous are Thy works; and that my soul knoweth right 
well. My substance was not hid from Thee, when I was made 
in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the 
earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; 
and in Thy book all my members were written, which in 
continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of 
them” (Ps.139:14-16).  

 

There can be no mistaking what David has written here. The conception of a baby 
is a wonderful event. Although it takes place “in secret,” nothing is hidden from 
God’s all-seeing eye. The growing foetus is seen by Him. He knows all about the 
development of the limbs and organs in the unborn child. How can it possibly be 
right therefore to exterminate that which is developing in His sight? His Word 
states categorically, “Thou shalt not kill” (Ex.20:13). 
 

MIGHT AND RIGHT 
The battle lines today are clearly drawn between “Pro-choice” on one side and 
“Pro-life” on the other. In the former, the responsibility of choice rests with the 
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mother who is the bearer of the child. As the baby depends upon her for life and is 
within her, it is said that she has the right to determine whether it should live or 
die. The power of life is therefore hers – for the first 24 weeks, at the moment. If 
she wishes to terminate her pregnancy and exterminate the child within her, it is 
within her human rights. The “Pro-life” viewpoint, on the other hand, recognizes 
the value of the weaker life which has no voice to express a preference and cannot 
defend itself. Taking up the cause of the unborn, Pro-life campaigners assert that 
the baby has a right to be born and to live independently on the planet.   
 

These two viewpoints are completely at variance with one another, and no 
compromise position can ever be reached. From the verses quoted above, 
God is clearly “Pro-life”. As the Creator of life and the One who designed 
human beings so that they might reproduce, exhorting them to “be 
fruitful, and multiply,” He evidently envisaged life continuing and not 
being extinguished in the womb (Gen.1:28). But how did the “Pro-choice” 
position arise? The Bible provides us with the answer. 

 

PRO-CHOICE ORIGIN 
“Pro-choice” is one of the many fruits of secular humanism which seeks to 
dethrone God. In the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve disobeyed their Creator and 
took fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They did obtain some 
kind of knowledge of good and evil, but it was not according to God. Their 

disobedience came about through obeying Satan who, as 
the serpent, promised them favour if they obeyed him. God 
is the Source of all truth, and He reveals the truth through 
His Word. Adam and Eve had disobeyed the spoken Word 
of God by responding to Satan. As a result misery has been 

brought to the whole human race.  
 

When God is disobeyed, He is dethroned – and when God is dethroned, someone 
or something else must take His place. Mankind has usurped that place. “Ye shall 
be as gods” Satan promised (Gen.3:5). But if sovereignty rests with man, what 
happens when two opposing views come into conflict? Which one is going to 
win? We see this clearly illustrated in the abortion debate. If “Pro-life” represents 
the unborn child and “Pro-choice” represents the mother, which one is going to be 
supreme? The baby has no voice and no power to act independently. The mother, 
however, has control over the baby’s life, and so her “might” prevails. She 
considers that she has the right to decide its fate. As a consequence “might is 
right”. The stronger one defines reality and truth. By taking God’s role, man has 
become God. Therefore, when the stronger man (or woman) prevails over another, 
that one, in effect, becomes “God Almighty”.  
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Human beings – women and men – have taken the prerogative of life. God’s will 
that a child should live has been replaced by a woman’s choice, known as her 
rights. The mother has become like God and holds the power of life and death. 
 

CHILD DESTRUCTION 
There is an offence known as “child destruction”. If, for instance, someone attacks 
a pregnant woman and causes the death of her unborn child, that person is liable 
to face criminal charges and, if guilty, imprisonment. Yet a 
mother who seeks an abortion and thereby exterminates her 
unborn child is immune from prosecution – as are the medical 
people who assist in the killing. In both cases a child has died 
before birth, but guilt is identified in only one instance. In an 
abortion (for whatever reason) a mother did not want her baby, so her will was 
able to over-ride all else. She is seen to be sovereign. Her will prevails because it 
is stronger than the infant within her womb.  
 

RESTORING SOVEREIGNTY 
It is time to recognize the Sovereignty of God. If an unborn child has medical 
defects and might not live, do we really have the right to take God’s place and 
deprive that child of its life? Can we not leave that frail life in the hands of God? 
He can take the life away if He sees fit, or He can give parents the needed grace to 
care for the child after its birth. It is not for us to take charge of such decisions. 
We ought to support the weak (1 Thess.5:14). The unborn child 
needs protection. The mother’s womb ought to be both a secret 
and a secure place. How outrageous it is to think that this safe place can become a 
place of danger! Ripping an unborn child from the safety of the mother’s womb 
must be one of the grossest forms of extermination.  
 

While there are moves to liberalize abortion laws further, we need to 
weigh up the consequences of such actions. Doctors and nurses in the 
workplace need protection too so that they do not face disciplinary action 
for refusing, on the grounds of conscience, to carry out an abortion. The 
medical profession should be dedicated to saving life, not destroying it. 
But governments need to engage in self-examination too. Many of them 
are supporting abortion in other countries by providing funds. The 
reasons given usually refer to women’s rights and the way it is better to 
have abortions carried out properly instead of “making” women resort to 
unsafe back-street clinics. It would be better to discourage abortions of all 
kinds. All governments are accountable to God. Those which have 
promoted abortions “have blood on their hands” and are in a very 
unenviable position before the God who will judge them.  
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by Martin Girard 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In that day when I make up my jewels 
 

Malachi 3:17 
 
 
William Orcutt Cushing was born in the United States of America in Hingham, 
Massachusetts, on the 31st December 1823. He felt called to serve the Lord and 
trained to be a Christian minister. When he was 33 years of age he wrote his first 
hymn, When He cometh, for the children in his Sunday School. After caring 
devotedly for his ill wife who passed away in July 1870, William Cushing also 
became incapacitated through a form of paralysis and was forced to retire from 
Christian ministry. Believing that there was still work to do for the Lord, he 
sought guidance for the way ahead. In the years that followed, although laid aside, 
he was enabled to write over 300 hymns, many of which are still in use today. His 
fruitful ministry for the Lord came to an end on the 19th October 1902 when the 
Lord called His servant Home. 
 

His first hymn was inspired by the words of Malachi 3:17: “And they shall be 
Mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I 
will spare them …” The tune for the hymn was composed by George Root 
and is aptly called Jewels.  
 

Malachi lived at a time when the spiritual temperature was low. Judah’s religious 
activities did not please the Lord. Disobedience and hypocrisy abounded on every 
hand. But God, as always, had His remnant in that dark day. There were a few 
who truly “feared the LORD” and conversed with one another (Mal.3:16). They 
loved the Lord and sought to please Him. The Lord took notice of these devout 
folk, recording their names in His book. He referred to them as His “jewels” and 
promised to spare them from the judgment which would fall upon the ungodly. 
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William Orcutt Cushing had these believers in mind when he composed his hymn. 
 

When He cometh, when He cometh, 
To make up His jewels, 

All His jewels, precious jewels, 
His loved and His own. 

 

Like the stars of the morning, 
His bright crown adorning, 

They shall shine in their beauty, 
Bright gems for His crown. 

 

Jewels are items of value. They are precious treasures. The Lord has “jewels” 
which belong to Him, and one day He will “make up” those jewels which will 
form His crown. Malachi was looking ahead to a day of blessing when the Lord 
would take up His people and preserve them from coming judgment. With the 
New Testament available to us, we can appreciate more. The Lord Jesus is 
coming again for His people who are “His jewels” and treasures. They are “His 
loved” because He died to make them “His own”. Paul could write of “the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me” (Gal.2:20).  The Lord Jesus is “the 
bright and morning star” (Rev.22:16). His people will resemble Him in that 
coming day and will shine with the beauty which He has bestowed upon them.  
 

He will gather, He will gather, 
The gems for His kingdom: 

All the pure ones, all the bright ones, 
His loved and His own. 

 

The structure of the hymn is very simple with the first phrase of each verse being 
repeated. There is also an element of repetition in the third line of each verse, 
while the fourth line of all three verses contains the identical words, “His loved 
and His own”. This is an excellent way of impressing truth upon the minds of 
children. The second verse highlights the fact that “the gems” are those who have 
been cleansed from their sins by the Saviour and are thus “the pure ones”. 
 

Little children, little children 
Who love their Redeemer, 

Are the jewels, precious jewels, 
His loved and His own. 

  

Adults as well as children can appreciate the simplicity of the words. But “little 
children” are included and by simple faith can trust in the work of the Redeemer. 
Those who do, become “precious” to Him. The call still goes out: “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31).  


