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EXODUS 
 

CHAPTER 8 
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say 

unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they 

may serve me.  

2 And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite 

all thy borders with frogs:  

3 And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which 

shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy 

bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy 

servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and 

into thy kneadingtroughs:  

4 And the frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy 

people, and upon all thy servants. 

5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch 

forth thine hand with thy rod over the streams, over the 

rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon 

the land of Egypt.  

6 And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; 

and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt.  

7 And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and 

brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. 

8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Intreat 

the LORD, that he may take away the frogs from me, and from 

my people; and I will let the people go, that they may do 

sacrifice unto the LORD.  

9 And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: when shall I 

intreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, 

to destroy the frogs from thee and thy houses, that they may 

remain in the river only?  

10 And he said, To morrow. And he said, Be it according to 

thy word: that thou mayest know that there is none like unto 

the LORD our God.  
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11 And the frogs shall depart from thee, and from thy 

houses, and from thy servants, and from thy people; they 

shall remain in the river only. 

12 And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: and Moses 

cried unto the LORD because of the frogs which he had 

brought against Pharaoh.  

13 And the LORD did according to the word of Moses; and the 

frogs died out of the houses, out of the villages, and out 

of the fields.  

14 And they gathered them together upon heaps: and the land 

stank.  

15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened 

his heart, and hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had 

said. 

16 And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out 

thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may become 

lice throughout all the land of Egypt.  

17 And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with 

his rod, and smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice 

in man, and in beast; all the dust of the land became lice 

throughout all the land of Egypt.  

18 And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring 

forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice upon man, 

and upon beast.  

19 Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger 

of God: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened 

not unto them; as the LORD had said. 
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CORONAVIRUS 
 

The headlines in the first few months of 2020 have been increasingly dominated 
by the coronavirus pandemic, otherwise known as Covid-19. As I write in the 
second half of March 2020, thousands of lives have been lost, and many 
thousands more have been affected by it. Across the world citizens of most 
countries are bracing themselves for something which could remain with us for a 
very long time to come. Whatever the origin of the virus may be, I contend that 
this is none other than the finger of God (Ex.8:19).  
 

The passage of Scripture printed on the previous pages concerns an incident 
which occurred in Old Testament times. Before considering the coronavirus 
epidemic itself, it will be helpful to examine the context in which that passage is 
set. A very clear parallel can be seen when we compare Exodus 8:19 with what 
we find happening across the world today. We first need to set the scene 
historically. The people of Israel were living in Egypt some 3,500 years ago, but it 
was not God’s purpose for them to remain there indefinitely. His intention was to 
bring them out of Egypt and lead them to their Promised Land. Pharaoh, the 
Egyptian ruler, perceived these people to be a threat and made their lives bitter 
with hard bondage. The Israelites had to labour long hours in the fields of Egypt 
under the searing heat of the burning noonday sun. But God was not unmindful of 
their predicament and heard their cry. He was touched by their suffering and 
remembered His covenant with their ancestors (Ex.2:23-25).  
 

Although the Israelites may have thought that nothing was happening, God was 
working out His purposes. He had a man for the occasion who 
would lead them out – Moses, the son of Amram and Jochebed. 
But a battle lay ahead. God knew and revealed to Moses that 
the king of Egypt would not let them go, “no, not by a mighty 
hand.” However, God’s purposes would not be thwarted and He 

would “smite Egypt” and perform wonders in the midst of the land, after which 
Pharaoh would have no option but to let the people go (Ex.3:19-20).  
 

Moses’ first encounter with Egypt’s ruler must have seemed a dismal failure. 
Pharaoh refused to heed the request and quickly sent God’s man packing from his 
presence. But Moses and his brother Aaron were directed to return and repeat 
their request. When challenged to prove their authority, Aaron cast down his rod 
before Pharaoh and his servants and it at once became a serpent (Ex.7:10). 
Pharaoh’s magicians responded by doing the same, but Aaron’s rod which had 
become a serpent swallowed up theirs. Unmoved by the miraculous sign, Pharaoh 
refused to take them seriously. 
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THE PRESSURE APPLIED 
The next encounter took place at the River Nile. Confronting Egypt’s king at the 
river, Moses delivered the divine command, “Let My people go, that they may 
serve Me in the wilderness” (Ex.7:16). To confirm the authenticity of the 
command, Aaron stretched out his rod over the river which at once turned to 
blood – causing the fish to stink. But the magicians of Egypt used their 
enchantments and caused water to turn to blood as well (Ex.7:20-22).  
 

A week later, Moses and Aaron returned to Pharaoh. This time they warned him 
that if he refused to let the people of Israel go, a plague of frogs would infest the 
land. Instructed by God to do so, Aaron stretched out his hand 
over the waters of Egypt and caused frogs to swarm over the 
land. Again, Pharaoh’s magicians did the same (Ex.8:5-7). 
This time, however, Pharaoh sensed that things were becoming 
unpleasant. He called for Moses and Aaron and requested, 
“Intreat the LORD, that He may take away the frogs from me” (Ex.8:8). Although 
the request was granted and the frogs died and were gathered into stenching 
heaps, Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused to let the people go (Ex.8:13-15).  
 

A watershed had been reached in God’s dealings with Pharaoh. Aaron 
stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt causing “the dust of the earth” to 
become lice in man and beast. When the magicians of Egypt attempted to do 
the same, they were unable. This was the experience that caused them to 
observe to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God” (Ex.8:19a). They were aware 
that something distinctive had happened. God was at work: He had done what 
they could not do. Pharaoh’s heart, however, was hardened, and he refused to 
let the Israelites go (Ex.8:19b).     

 

PANDEMIC 
We now return to the coronavirus pandemic. The word pandemic was first 
applied to this virus by the World Health Organization on the 11th March 
2020 as the virus was spreading in multiple countries around the world at the 
same time. Covid-19, as it is known, first appeared in Wuhan, Eastern China, 
in late December 2019. It began spreading rapidly and at the time of writing 
has affected well over a hundred other countries. Although we understand 
that the number of confirmed cases in China is now falling, the virus is 
having an increasing effect elsewhere. Italy was one of the next countries to 
suffer badly, before Spain began noting a significant number of cases.  
 

As we write, Britain is facing a kind of “lock-down”. The earliest advice given 
was to take precautions and to wash your hands thoroughly – and regularly. By 
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the middle of March those instructions were not adequate for British residents.  
 

Places have been closing, travel outside of the country has become virtually 
impossible, and panic-buying has set in. Older citizens face spending 12 weeks (or 

even longer) confined to their homes. The budget airline, 
Norwegian Air, which operates a lot of flights from 
Gatwick Airport, is reported to be laying off 90% of its 
staff. Virgin Atlantic which has a fleet of 46 planes is 
planning to use just six by the end of March. British 

Airways, similarly, is substantially reducing its services and grounding many 
aircraft. On Saturday 14th March half a dozen Jet2 holiday flights bound for Spain 
turned back over France and returned to the U.K. airports from which they had set 
off. The airline had wisely deemed that there was no point in people going on 
holiday when they would have nothing to do in Spain and would be locked in 
their hotels. Other airlines and holiday companies are scaling back drastically and 
even talking of closing down for a few weeks. The situation is extremely serious. 
 

As we face this global pandemic, there are three questions which we need to ask:- 
1. Why has this happened? 
2. Where is this leading us? 
3. What must we do?  

We shall face each question in turn.  

 
1. WHY HAS THIS HAPPENED? 

Surely in life we look for a blessing, rather than a curse. It is true that God’s 
desire is to bless. When He called Abraham, long ago, God made him a promise: 

“I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” 
(Gen.12:3). The promise related not only to Abraham but to his 

descendants. The nation of which Abraham was the founding-
father, so to speak, must be respected by others. If another nation blessed 

Israel, that nation would experience blessing in return. Egypt could potentially 
have experienced blessing, but Pharaoh resisted God and showed no respect for 
His chosen people.  
 

In a similar way, God wants to bless us. Indeed He has already blessed us by 
sending His Son to be our Saviour. “Unto you first God, having raised up His Son 
Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his 
iniquities” (Acts 3:26). From this verse we notice that God sent the Lord Jesus 
into this world to bless us in turning us away from our iniquities. God has 
provided salvation in Him. 
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Britain, as a nation, has been singularly blessed. Historical evidence shows that 
the Gospel reached our shores not too long after Pentecost, dispelling heathenism 
and pagan darkness. More recently, wonderful answers to prayer were 
experienced during the Second World War when national days of prayer were 
convened and people pleaded with God for deliverance from an evil force. 
Christianity has brought tremendous blessing to the world. Slavery was abolished, 
hospitals and schools were founded, and social welfare introduced – all through 
the instrumentality of born-again Christian believers. We have been blessed 
indeed!  
 

However, an awful blight has left its mark upon society in recent times. When 
Pharaoh was first confronted by Moses, he retorted, “Who is the LORD, that I 
should obey His voice? … I know not the LORD” (Ex.5:2). The same language 
can often be heard today and has become a familiar refrain in this twenty-first 
century. “Who is the Lord?” people ask. “Why should we do what He wants? We 
don’t know Him and don’t believe in Him.” Many nations have completely 
forsaken and rejected God. 
 

Since the end of the Second World War there has been a social decline which has 
accelerated in recent times. A number of moral ills have blighted our society, and 
two are particularly noticeable today. The first of these is the 
LGBTQ movement which has become increasingly 
vociferous. The Word of God is unmistakably clear over the 
matter of same-sex relationships: “Thou shalt not lie with 
mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination” 
(Lev.18:22). God’s verdict is that sexual relationships between two members of 
the same sex are an abomination. This is certainly strong language.  
 

David Cameron, one of Britain’s former Prime Ministers, looking back over 
his term in office, declared that his proudest achievement was the introduction 
of same-sex “marriage”. Along with other politicians, his aim was to 
encourage third-world nations to go down the same road – even going as far as 
to suggest that future aid to such countries would be conditional upon their 
acceptance and promotion of this “abomination”. His successor, Theresa May, 
was no better. She spoke approvingly too of his achievement in terms of 
equality. Other nations have done just the same. Across the world “pride 
marches” regularly take place in towns and cities.  

 

When Paul wrote to the Philippians his heart was burdened. He thought of those 
“who are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose God 
is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things” 
(Phil.3:18,19). Today there are professing believers who identify as “gay” without 
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any shame. In fact, they are proud of it! Their focus is on “earthly things” rather 
than the things of God, and they are self-serving people who are intent on 

satisfying their own sinful passions. Make no mistake, their end 
will be destruction. In spite of calling themselves Christians, 
they are actually “the enemies of the cross of Christ” because 

they nullify the saving work of the Lord Jesus who died to deliver us from sin and 
to make us holy. They are a blight upon us! 
 

Another of the ills affecting us today is abortion. This month the Christian 
Institute circulated an informative leaflet revealing some shocking truths about 
this evil practice. Every year in Britain 200,000 abortions are carried out – but 
campaigners want more and are clamouring for abortion on demand across the 

UK. We are told that 98% of abortions are funded by the 
tax-payer. Since 1968 over nine million babies have been 

aborted in Great Britain, but the vast majority of them (98%) are simply for social 
reasons. Although an expectant mother may be told that a baby born at 23 weeks 
has a “close to zero” chance of survival, babies born as early as this can grow up 
to live happy and healthy lives. The leaflet also points out that babies in the womb 
can feel pain as early as twelve weeks after conception. Perhaps this is why the 
NHS now administers pain relief for the baby when in-womb surgery is carried 
out. Make no mistake about it, an abortion is the killing of a life. 
 

When we challenge God’s authority and rebelliously shake our fists in His 
face, can we expect nothing? When we arrogantly deny our Creator and say, 
like Pharaoh, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice?” can we expect 
life to continue pleasantly? Whether Covid-19 began with contaminated bat 
meat or hedgehog meat does not really matter. It has become a pandemic, and 
it is God who is speaking to a world which has rejected Him. This is the finger 
of God. Why has this happened? The answer is plain for all who will face the 
truth: we have rejected God’s authority and challenged His sovereignty. We 
cannot get away with it. 

 

2. WHERE IS THIS LEADING US? 
In response to this question there are two answers. First, this pandemic is leading 
us to economic ruin.  Simply try to think through the implication of this virus and 
it will soon be apparent that the repercussions are enormous. Earlier we thought of 
an airline laying off 90% of its staff. The enormous budget carrier RYANAIR has 
spoken of shutting everything down for a few weeks. Aircraft are not cheap to buy 
or to operate. Many nowadays belong to leasing companies which will still expect 
to be paid even though the airline is generating no income. At the very best the 
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income of an airline will be drastically – and I mean drastically – reduced.  In 
preparation for the summer season which was expected to be busier than a year 
ago, a lot of airlines have added to their fleets. A huge 
number of planes are going to be parked for many weeks 
to come, with no work for flight-deck or cabin crew. But 
the effect does not stop there. Airports are places of 
employment with shops and restaurants, car parks, check-
in staff, baggage-handlers, air traffic controllers, and many 
more. Abroad are the hotels, restaurants, places of entertainment, holiday 
representatives, and hire-car companies. All are going to be significantly affected. 
Human beings are involved – people depending upon a salary to cover mortgages 
and all kinds of living costs. Utility bills, council tax, vehicle expenses, and food 
bills all have to be paid. The ramifications are beyond our comprehension. 
 

Airlines and holiday companies depend upon the profits made in the busy summer 
months to help them through the leaner winter days when fewer people go away. 
The summer season of 2020 is already a disaster. When will it be possible to go 
on holiday again? When will life return to normal? We can be sure that there will 
be a knock-on effect and 2021 will not be a great year either. It is going to take 
years to recover from this disaster.  
 

Some have compared this pandemic to the Great Depression of the 1930s – but 
this is undoubtedly worse. More people are affected for it is a global calamity. No 
country has not been touched in some way or 
other. While bank interest falls, unemployment 
and inflation will rise. The stock market is 
precarious with shares having plummeted in price. Politicians are repeatedly using 
the word unprecedented. It is all unprecedented and ruinous. Long ago Pharaoh’s 
servants told him to let the Israelites go because Egypt was ruined by the plagues 
which God sent upon it (Ex.10:7). A prosperous nation was brought to its knees 
by a belligerent leader who refused to acknowledge the sovereignty of God. 
Covid-19 is having the same effect. The world’s economy is in a state of ruin 
because it has been touched by the finger of God.  
 

There is, however, a second answer to the question. Coronavirus is also leading to 
eternal ruin. Make no mistake: the finger of God is warning of something worse 
which lies ahead. We are living in the last days. The coming of the Lord is near. 
Shortly before going to the cross, Jesus spoke to His disciples about the future as 
they sat upon the Mount of Olives and surveyed Jerusalem. His words are most 
instructive. Jesus said, “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places. All these are the beginning of sorrows” (Matt.24:7,8). These things are 
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strikingly familiar, aren’t they? International unrest, famines, the coronavirus, 
earthquakes – all of these feature regularly in the news. Collectively they are “the 
beginning of sorrows,” according to the Saviour, “but the end is not yet” 
(Matt.24:6). Together they are precursors of the Great Tribulation. 
 

The Bible in many places makes it clear that a seven-year period of trouble lies 
ahead for this world, with the second half of that period being The Great 
Tribulation. It will be a more terrible time than this world has ever known. Those 
who are living at the time will face eternal ruin. Paul described it in this way: 
“When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power; when 
He shall come …” (2 Thess.1:7-10a). It is almost too difficult to put these things 

into words. The Tribulation will end with the Lord 
Jesus Christ returning to earth in judgment. He 
will take vengeance on those who have not 

obeyed the message of the Gospel which is actually a command to obey. Those 
who meet Him as their Judge will face eternal ruin, called everlasting destruction.  
 

Pharaoh’s magicians recognized the finger of God and warned their ruler, but 
he disregarded the sign and persisted in rebellion. More plagues followed, 
increasing in intensity, until the final divine blow was struck. Pharaoh and his 
army perished at the Red Sea, and those today who persist in rebellion will 
perish too – eternally. This is the finger of God. We must heed the warning He 
is giving us of worse things to come.  

 

3. WHAT MUST WE DO? 
First we must repent of our sin. Although the magicians recognized the divine 
warning, Pharaoh refused. The Lord Jesus said, “Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish” (Lk.13:5). We all stand guilty before a holy God. We have gone 
our own way and have broken His holy laws. Unless we repent, we shall perish. 
There is no alternative. Repentance involves facing up to sin and turning away 
from it. It is a change of mind which results in a change of attitude. We need to 
take Pharaoh’s later words – which, sadly, he did not mean – and make them our 
own. Calling Moses and Aaron in a state of feigned repentance, he said: “I have 

sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people 
are wicked” (Ex.9:27). As a teenager in Bible Class many years 
ago, I remember my father impressing these words upon us. He 

had carefully written out the verse in large letters on a card and had fitted it neatly 
inside the lid of his brief case. I have never forgotten that text. It is time for each 
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of us to confess, “I have sinned” and to admit “I am wicked”. Remember, unless 
we repent we shall perish. 
 

Following on from repentance we must return to the Lord. “Seek ye the LORD 
while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near: let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return [emphasis 
added] unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon Him; and to our God, for He 
will abundantly pardon” (Isa.55:6,7). Isaiah has often been called the evangelist of 
the Old Testament as he presents the good news of salvation. The Lord “may be 
found” now. He is near – not distant from us – now. We must forsake our sinful 
way (which is repentance) and return to Him. If we genuinely do this, He will 
“abundantly pardon” us. How does He do this? Does He tell 
us that our sin doesn’t really matter? No – God is holy and 
righteous and cannot overlook sin. So serious is sin that He sent His own Son to 
die for sinful people upon the cross. Jesus took our place and bore the punishment 
that was ours. We must personally accept what He has done and say, with the 
repentant tax-collector of old, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Lk.18:13).  
 

CONCLUSION 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson has been outlining what must be done to overcome 
coronavirus. He has assured us that it will be defeated, but measures must be 
taken. While scientists and health experts have been consulted, the Prime 
Minister’s spiritual advisers have been noticed for their absence. Like so many, 
Mr. Johnson needs to set his own life in order before dealing with the ills of the 
country. Initially the enormous sum of £330 billion was pledged to help all those 
affected by the crisis – but help is not without a cost, and where is this money 
going to come from? As we have said already, the effects of this pandemic are 
bound to remain with us for a very long time.  
 

We are living in the last days. The finger of God has been pointing certain things 
out to us through this pandemic. It is for us to heed the warning. We must mend 
our ways and return to the Lord. But before the coming Tribulation there is 
another event to consider. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ will return to the 
air before He returns to the earth. When He comes from heaven all who know 
Him as Saviour and Lord and have had their sins forgiven will be caught up to 
meet Him in the air and will go with Him to heaven to be for ever with the Lord. 
This event will take place before He returns in judgment. With Christ there is a 
wonderful future, but without Christ we have no hope. Covid-19 is another clear 
indication that God is sorely displeased with our world and its sin. Now is the 
time to recognize what His finger is pointing out and to put our faith and trust in 
Him and in His Son Jesus Christ.     



 
 


